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श्चप्रय प्राध्या क ि श्चिद्याथी श्चमत्रािंनो, 

सेठ नरपसिंगदास मोर कला, िाश्चणज्य ि श्रीमती गोदािरी दिेी सराफ श्चिज्ञान महाश्चिद्यालय, तुमसर श्चज. भिंडारा येथील 

समाजशास्त्र श्चिभागातफे प्रकाश्चशत होत असलेल्या ‘नशॅनल जनाल ऑन सोशल इश्यजु अॅन्ड प्रॉब्लेम्स’ या जनालला १४ िषा  ूणा होत 

आहते. १५  व्या िषाातील जनालचा हा  श्चहला अिंक ि श्चनयश्चमत २९ िा अिंक. या अिंकासाठी दशेभरातून अनेक सिंशोधकािंनी आ ले 

सिंशोधन श्चनबिंध  ाठिून आम्हाला सहकाया केले मयाबदद्ल मया सिा लेखक आश्चण सिंशोधकािंचे हार्दाक आभार.   

श्चमत्रािंनो, आ ले ‘सोशल इश्युज अॅन्ड प्रॉब्लेम्स’ हे जनाल पसिंगल ब्लाईड श्च अर ररव्हयूड जनाल आहे. श्चिद्या ीठ अनुदान 

आयोगाच्या जुलै २०१८ च्या नव्या रेग्युलेशननुसार आता जनाल यु. जी. सी. लीस्टेड नसले तरी त ेजर श्च अर ररव्हयूड असेल तरी 

प्राध्या कािंना अे.  ी. आय. मध्ये १० माका  श्चमळणार आहते. यु. जी. सी. चे ह ेनोटीफीकेशन यु. जी. सी. च्या िेबसाईटिर आ ल्याला 

 ाहायला श्चमळेल. आता आ ले शोधश्चनबिंध प्रकाश्चशत करण्यासाठी यु. जी. सी. श्चलस्टेड जनालची आिश्यकता नाही. आ ण या 

जनालसाठी आ ले शोधश्चनबिंध  ाठिू शकता. आ ण आत्ता यांत आम्हाला भर ूर सहकाया केले आह,े आश्चण आ ल्या सहकायाामूळेच 

आमच्या या प्रयत्नाला भर ूर यश प्राप्त झालेले आहे. आ ला लोभ असाच असु द्यािा.  

आ ल्या सिाांसाठी अजुन एक महमिाची ि आनिंदाची बातमी म्हणज ेआ ले ‘सोशल इश्युज अॅन्ड प्रॉब्लेम्स’ हे जनाल आता 

www.sjifactor.com या जनालचे मुल्याकिं न करणाऱ्या आिंतरराष्ट्रीय सिंस्थेशी जुळले असून आ ल्या जनालला आता इिंम््याक्ट फॅक्टर 

सुध्दा प्राप्त झालेला आह.े यासिंदभाातील प्रमाण त्रे आ ण www.sjifactor.com ककिं िा आमच्या www.snmorcollege.org.in या 

िेबसाईटिर बघ ूशकता. 

'National Journal on Social Issues and Problems' चे आत्ता यांतचे सिा अिंक आमच्या महाश्चिद्यालयाचे सिंकेतस्थळ 

www.snmorcollege.org.in या िेबसाईटिर ओंनलाईन उ लब्ध आहते. िाचक ि सदस्यािंना ते डाउनलोड करून घेता येईल. 

यानिंतरचा अिंक श्चडसेंबर, २०२६ मध्ये प्रकाश्चशत होत आह.े तेंव्हा या अिंकासाठी सुध्दा आ ण असेच सहकाया कराल ही अ ेक्षा. 

अिंकाश्चिषयीच्या सिा प्रश्चतकियािंचे स्िागत आह.े  

धन्यिाद ! 
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RELIGIOUS HARMONY IN ASSAM: THE SUFI–VAISHNAVITE 

CONNECTION 
Jarjina Begum, Research Scholar, MSSV Nagaon  

Dr. Ruprekha Bordoloi, Professor, Dept. of Sociology, Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva 

Viswavidyalaya, Nagaon. e-Mail : jarjinabegum.nlc1970@gmail.com 

 

Abstract: Assam, a land of rivers, forests, and diverse communities, has long been a crucible of 

cultural synthesis. This paper explores the rich harmonic tradition of Assam by examining the 

historical and cultural interactions between Sufism and Vaishnavism—two distinct yet spiritually 

aligned movements that shaped the region’s composite identity. Rooted in devotion, egalitarianism, 

and spiritual Inclusiveness, both traditions emerged as counter-narratives to rigid orthodoxy. The 

teachings of Srimanta Sankardeva and Madhavadeva in the Vaishnavite tradition, and Azan Fakir 

and other mystic saints in the Sufi tradition, converged on core values such as humility, love, moral 

discipline, and the spiritual unity of all beings. 

The paper traces how these traditions engaged with the vernacular language, folk music, and 

oral literature to build bridges between religious communities. It highlights the emergence of 

devotional expressions such as Zikir and Zari, composed by Azan Fakir, which bear close stylistic and 

thematic resemblance to the Vaishnavite Borgeets. This blending of devotional practices fostered a 

shared cultural space and nurtured the growth of interfaith understanding in medieval Assam. 

Key Words: Vaishnavism, Sufism, Zikirs and Zari, Borgeet, Ahom, Sattra, Harmony. 

 

Introduction: Assam, located in India’s 

North-Eastern frontier, is often described as a 

land of confluence—a meeting ground of diverse 

cultures, traditions, and religious philosophies. 

Its position in the Brahmaputra valley, with long-

standing connections to South and Southeast 

Asia, made it a corridor for the movement of 

people, ideas, and faiths. Over centuries, Assam 

nurtured a mosaic of cultural practices sustained 

by inclusivity and pluralism. A striking testament 

to this is the interaction between Sufism, rooted 

in Islamic mysticism, and Neo-Vaishnavism, 

reformed and popularized by Srimanta 

Sankaradeva (Neog,1980). 

This interaction was more than coexistence; 

it was a dialogue of devotion, performance, and 

everyday ethics. Both traditions emphasized 

love, humility, egalitarianism, and service to 

humanity. They spoke in the Assamese 

vernacular and used music and performance to 

reach across caste and communal boundaries. 

The Zikirs of Ajan (Azan) Fakir and the Borgeets 

of Sankaradeva—though grounded in distinct 

theologies—resonate with themes of surrender, 

compassion, and ethical community (Ahmed, 

2020; Assamese Devotional Folk Songs, 

2016). 

Methodology: Basically the secondary 

sources of data has been explored for this study. 

The secondary sources are Journals, books, 

narratives, webpages etc. Additionally published 

articles and research papers has also been taken 

into consideration. 

Historical-Sociological Context of 

Religious Pluralism in Assam: Assam, its 

geographical position on the Brahmaputra valley, 

along with its accessibility to ancient trade 

routes, made it a natural corridor for cultural 

exchanges. From a sociological standpoint, 

Assam’s history can be seen as a case study of 

what Durkheim (1912/1995) would call 

“collective effervescence”—where ritual, faith, 

and community continuously reshaped social 

solidarity. The syncretic exchanges between 

Islam, brought by Sufi preachers, and Neo-

Vaishnavism, pioneered by Srimanta Sankardeva 

in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, became 

one of the most significant episodes of this 

pluralist trajectory. 

Muslim Settlement and the Arrival of 

Sufism: Muslims first entered Assam in 

significant numbers during the medieval period 

through both military campaigns and peaceful 

mercantile routes. While the early incursions of 

Bakhtiyar Khilji in the thirteenth century were 

largely unsuccessful, they paved the way for 

subsequent settlements. A more enduring 

influence emerged not from conquest, but 

through Sufi mystics who traversed Assam, 

establishing khanqahs (hospices) and dargahs 

(shrines). These spaces became centres of 

cultural assimilation where local communities, 

http://www.sjifactor.com/
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regardless of religion, participated in rituals, 

music, and communal service. 

The Sufi approach to religion emphasizing 

love for God, equality among human beings, and 

spiritual devotion over rigid orthodoxy resonated 

strongly with Assamese society. Their vernacular 

preaching and adoption of local idioms 

demonstrated what Weber (1947) would classify 

as the “charismatic authority” of saintly figures, 

who derived influence not from institutional 

power but from personal piety and spiritual 

magnetism. 

A prominent example is Azan Fakir (17th 

century), who's Zikirs (devotional songs) 

continue to be sung in Assamese households 

today. His verses, while rooted in Islamic 

spirituality, drew heavily from local idioms and 

were deeply reminiscent of Vaishnavite bhakti 

songs. One such Zikir goes: 

Asomor sonari dhan, 

 Manuhe kore Bhagawan. 

 (The golden paddy of Assam, 

It is humanity that makes God visible.) 

This couplet highlights both the agrarian 

ethos of Assamese society and the Universalist 

ethics of Sufism—where service to humanity 

becomes synonymous with devotion to God. 

The Rise of Neo-Vaishnavism: At around 

the same historical moment, Srimanta 

Sankardeva (1449–1568) initiated a powerful 

reformist movement within Hinduism known as 

Neo-Vaishnavism. Rejecting ritualism, idol 

worship, and caste hierarchies, Sankardeva 

emphasized bhakti (devotion) as the true path to 

salvation. His establishment of sattras (monastic 

institutions) and namghars (community prayer 

halls) created spaces where devotion, art, and 

collective participation merged into a democratic 

religious practice.  

Sankardeva’s Borgeets (devotional songs) 

became central to this cultural transformation. 

They paralleled Sufi Zikirs in their use of music 

as a mode of spiritual expression and community 

bonding. One of his celebrated Borgeets says:  

Manor mukutore gatho, 

 Bhaktar hiyar moni. 

 (Threaded with the pearls of the mind, Is 

the jewel of the devotee’s heart.) 

The metaphor of inner jewels mirrors Sufi 

metaphors of polishing the heart to reflect divine 

light, underscoring the thematic closeness of 

these traditions. 

Early Intersections: The simultaneous 

presence of Sufi saints and Vaishnavite preachers 

created fertile ground for mutual borrowing.  

 Both traditions emphasized the use of 

vernacular language (Assamese) over Sanskrit or 

Arabic–Persian. 

 Prioritized devotion and moral conduct 

over ritual and hierarchy. 

 Used music and performance as vehicles 

of spiritual engagement. 

 Critiqued social stratification, thus 

appealing to marginalized groups. 

This convergence can be interpreted using 

Barth’s (1969) theory of ethnic boundaries: while 

communities maintained distinct religious 

markers, they engaged in continuous cultural 

exchanges that blurred rigid boundaries and 

enabled shared practices. 

Doctrinal Parallels and the Ethics of 

Devotion: The interaction between Sufism and 

Neo-Vaishnavism in Assam is best understood 

through their shared emphasis on devotion 

(bhakti in Vaishnavism, ishq or divine love in 

Sufism), egalitarian ethics, and the use of artistic 

expression as a vehicle of spirituality. Despite 

their different theological foundations—Islamic 

monotheism on the one hand, and Vaishnavite 

bhakti centered on Krishna on the other—their 

convergence created what sociologists like 

Clifford Geertz (1973) would term a “thick 

description” of religion: a lived cultural practice 

where symbols, music, and rituals were more 

important for social life than abstract doctrine. 

Love and Devotion as Core Principles: 

Both Sufi mystics and Vaishnavite reformers 

articulated devotion as the highest form of 

religious experience. Sufism stressed the 

annihilation of the ego (fana) in divine love, 

while Neo-Vaishnavism preached surrender 

(sharanagati) to Krishna as the ultimate path to 

liberation. These were not abstract metaphysical 

claims but everyday practices of humility, 

compassion, and service to others. 

Azan Fakir’s Zikirs often invoked divine 

love through imagery rooted in Assamese life. 

For instance: 

 Moi manuhok nwaru ghin, 

 Sokolo manuhe Allar din. 

 (I cannot despise any human, 

For every human bears the light of Allah.) 

This verse echoes the Islamic idea of fitrah 

(innate purity) while simultaneously resonating 
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with Vaishnavite ideals of universal brotherhood. 

Sankardeva’s Borgeets, meanwhile, extolled love 

for Krishna as inseparable from compassion 

toward all beings: 

Sokolo pranire doya kora, Etai bhokotor 

poth dhora. (Show kindness to all living beings, 

For this is the true path of devotion.) 

Music and Performance as Shared 

Mediums: One of the most striking parallels lies 

in the use of music and performance. In 

Vaishnavism, Sankardeva institutionalized 

namghars (prayer halls) where congregational 

singing of nam-kirtan and Borgeets formed the 

backbone of religious life. These practices broke 

from the dominance of Sanskrit liturgy, 

privileging Assamese vernacular and 

participatory ritual. 

Similarly, Sufi saints like Azan Fakir 

employed Zikirs—songs of remembrance 

performed in local Assamese dialects. These 

were sung not only in mosques or dargahs but 

also in village gatherings, where Hindus and 

Muslims alike participated. Both traditions thus 

democratized access to the sacred through 

aesthetic forms of worship, a phenomenon 

Bourdieu (1984) might interpret as the 

production of cultural capital: spiritual 

knowledge embedded in everyday cultural 

practice. 

Critique of Orthodoxy and Social 

Hierarchy: Both movements functioned as 

critiques of the rigidities of their parent 

traditions. Vaishnavism rejected caste 

exclusivity, and elaborate ritualism, while Sufism 

distanced itself from the legalistic orthodoxy of 

institutional Islam. Instead, they emphasized the 

internalization of faith—devotion, humility, and 

sincerity—as more valuable than external ritual. 

This shared orientation explains why their 

message appealed so strongly to marginalized 

groups—peasants, artisans, women—who found 

in these traditions not only spiritual solace but 

also social dignity. The fusedc practices that 

emerged in Assam, such as Muslims 

participating in namghars or Hindus visiting Sufi 

shrines, demonstrate what Barth (1969) 

described as the porosity of cultural boundaries: 

rather than being impermeable, social identities 

were negotiated at the margins through shared 

values and practices. 

Azan Fakir and Sankardeva-Parallel 

Reformers: A comparative glance at Azan Fakir 

and Sankardeva illustrates the structural 

similarity of their reformist projects. Both 

operated in times of social flux—Azan Fakir in 

the 17th century under Ahom rule, Sankardeva in 

the 15th–16th centuries amid cast dominance. 

Both introduced accessible forms of worship—

Zikirs and Borgeets—that not only carried 

theological messages but also transformed 

Assamese cultural life. 

Moreover, both leaders embodied what 

Weber called charismatic authority. Their 

influence derived less from institutional sanction 

and more from the personal magnetism of their 

piety, creativity, and ethical conduct. In both 

cases, charisma was later routinized: 

Sankardeva’s disciples institutionalized sattras; 

Azan Fakir’s followers maintained dargahs and 

traditions of Zikir. 

Tensions, Boundaries, and Colonial 

Impact: The harmonic interactions between 

Sufism and Vaishnavism flourished for centuries 

in Assam, producing a cultural environment of 

accommodation and shared values. Yet, like all 

social processes, unification was not immune to 

historical pressures. The advent of colonial rule 

in the nineteenth century marked a decisive shift 

in the way identities were perceived, categorized, 

and politicized. What had previously existed as 

fluid and overlapping forms of religiosity 

gradually began to crystallize into rigid 

communal categories. This transformation, as 

sociologists have noted, is central to 

understanding the tensions that later surfaced in 

Assam. 

One of the most significant colonial 

interventions was the decennial census 

introduced in 1872. In Assam, communities that 

had long shared religious spaces—Muslims 

visiting sattras or Hindus participating in 

zikirs—were suddenly divided into mutually 

exclusive categories of “Hindu” and “Muslim.” 

The census not only recorded these categories 

but also reinforced them, turning fluid social 

identities into reified communities. 

Land, Migration, and Agrarian Tensions: 

Colonial economic policies further complicated 

this picture. The encouragement of migration 

from East Bengal into Assam for agrarian 

expansion created new demographic dynamics. 

Many of these migrants were Bengali-speaking 

Muslims, distinct from the indigenous Assamese 

Muslims who had centuries of shared cultural 
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history with Vaishnavites. The resultant land 

pressures and competition for resources often 

sharpened communal identities, leading to 

tensions that sometimes overshadowed older 

patterns of coexistence. 

Partha Chatterjee (1993) has noted how 

colonial modernity fragmented traditional 

communities by reorganizing land, education, 

and administration. In Assam, this meant that 

syncretism, which had been rooted in shared 

agrarian life and local devotional practices, was 

destabilized by demographic changes and 

resource competition. 

Case Studies of Harmony amidst 

Division: Despite these shifts, powerful 

examples of resilience can be found in Assam’s 

lived practices. The Dargah of Azan Fakir in 

Sivasagar continues to attract both Muslim and 

Hindu devotees, with local Hindus often serving 

as caretakers of the shrine. Likewise, in 

Morigaon district, the Patekibori Sattra is 

maintained by a Muslim family, reflecting the 

continuity of Vaishnavite–Muslim cooperation. 

These cases illustrate that while colonial 

categories sought to sharpen boundaries, lived 

religion in Assam remained porous and inclusive. 

Living Traditions of Harmony: One of the 

most tangible continuities of this legacy is the 

ongoing performance of Zikirs and Borgeets. 

Azan Fakir’s compositions are still sung in 

Assamese households, sometimes by Hindus, 

sometimes by Muslims, often without strict 

regard to religious boundaries. Similarly, 

namghars remain central to village life, drawing 

participation that extends beyond the confines of 

religious affiliation. These musical traditions 

continue to provide what Pierre Bourdieu (1990) 

would call embodied cultural capital: forms of 

knowledge and practice passed down through 

generations that reinforce a sense of shared 

belonging. 

Shared religious sites also exemplify this 

continuity. The Dargah of Azan Fakir remains a 

pilgrimage centre for both Muslims and Hindus, 

while in several districts, Muslim families 

continue to serve as custodians of Vaishnavite 

sattras. Such practices defy rigid notions of 

communal exclusivity and instead preserve what 

Homi Bhabha (1994) described as a “third space” 

of hybridity, where cultural identities intermingle 

and new meanings emerge. 

Unification as a Resource for Pluralism: 

In a society increasingly fragmented by identity-

based mobilization, these traditions highlight the 

importance of dialogical coexistence. Jürgen 

Habermas (1984) argued that social harmony 

depends upon communicative action—mutual 

understanding achieved through dialogue rather 

than coercion. The interaction between Sufism 

and Vaishnavism provides precisely such a 

historical model. By emphasizing devotion, 

compassion, and humility over exclusivist ritual, 

these traditions generated a shared symbolic 

vocabulary that remains relevant for modern 

interfaith relations. 

Furthermore, these traditions illustrate the 

sociological importance of civil society 

institutions. Namghars and dargahs function not 

only as religious centres but also as community 

spaces where disputes are settled, festivals 

organized, and solidarities renewed.  

Conclusion: The story of Sufism and 

Vaishnavism in Assam is not simply one of 

parallel traditions; it is a tale of constant 

interaction, negotiation, and shared growth that 

shaped the region’s composite cultural identity. 

For centuries, these two spiritual currents flowed 

alongside each other, sometimes merging, 

sometimes maintaining their individuality, but 

always contributing to the creation of a social 

fabric where plurality was not only tolerated but 

celebrated. 

Both Sufi saints and Vaishnavite reformers 

sought to address human suffering, inequality, 

and spiritual longing. They turned away from 

rigid orthodoxy and ritualism and emphasized 

love, devotion, and humility as the path to the 

divine. It is no surprise that Azan Fakir’s zikirs 

and Sankardeva’s borgeets often resonate with 

similar themes of devotion and surrender, sung in 

the same Assamese tongue, stirring the hearts of 

communities across divides. 
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Abstract: This paper reflects the significance of industrial exposure in creating an understanding 

of role and importance of the essential skills for hospitality industry. The technical skills are required 

to carry out day-to-day jobs in operations. Apart from that the interpersonal skills, social skills and 

behavioral skills which are collectively known as Soft Skills hold high significance in hospitality 

sector. 

The study reveals that internships create an impact on understanding of students towards the soft 

skills which they need to acquire during the learning process. It is an essential aspect for hospitality 

sector as it deals with guests and customer satisfaction. The exposure given to the students during 

industrial training shows a considerable shift of their perspective towards acquiring soft skills. 

The study considered a specific group of students and the survey was carried out before they 

were placed for industrial training and after they completed their training. The research reveals that 

communication skills, teamwork, professional etiquettes and other intrapersonal skills are important 

apart from hard skills.  

The study concludes with the observations that the industry exposure creates a significant impact 

upon the students about acquiring the soft skills which are necessary to make a successful career in 

hospitality industry. 

Keywords: Industrial Training, Hospitality Industry, Soft skills 

 

Introduction: In the hospitality industry, 

technical knowledge and operational skills form 

the foundation of professional competence, yet it 

is soft skills that often determine long-term 

success. Communication, teamwork, 

adaptability, emotional intelligence, and 

problem-solving are critical when dealing with 

diverse guests, high-pressure situations, and 

service-oriented environments. While classroom 

teaching introduces students to these concepts 

theoretically, true appreciation of their 

significance emerges only through direct industry 

exposure. 

 Internships, industrial training, hotel visits, 

and live projects place students in real-world 

scenarios where a guest’s satisfaction can hinge 

on a smile, tone of voice, or the ability to handle 

a complaint gracefully. Industry exposure 

bridges the gap between theory and practice. It 

reveals that soft skills are not “additional” 

qualities but essential tools that impact guest 

experience, team dynamics, and career growth. 

Students who undergo such exposure quickly 

realize that while hard skills get them the job, 

soft skills help them keep it, grow in it, and lead 

within it. 

Industry exposure provides practical 

contexts where theoretical knowledge is applied 

in real-time, often under constraints such as 

deadlines, team diversity, and organizational 

culture. In such environments, individuals 

quickly realize that effective communication, 

professional ethics, time management, and 

interpersonal skills are decisive factors in 

achieving outcomes. Unlike classroom-based 

learning, where soft skills may be discussed 

abstractly, exposure to industry highlights their 

tangible impact on workplace relationships, 

client satisfaction, and decision-making. As a 

result, individuals with industry exposure tend to 
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develop a deeper appreciation of soft skills and 

are more motivated to consciously cultivate 

them. 

Understanding the effect of industry 

exposure on recognizing the significance of soft 

skills is especially important in education and 

employability studies. It helps institutions align 

curricula with industry expectations and prepares 

students to transition smoothly from academic 

settings to professional roles. By bridging the 

gap between theory and practice, industry 

exposure not only enhances employability but 

also fosters lifelong learning and professional 

competence rooted in strong soft skills. 

Literature Review: Pungky Nanda Raras, 

Eka Travilta Oktaria, Iskandar A.A Andala Rama 

Putra Barusman, Habiburahman (2024) in the 

research paper ‘Hospitality Management 

Competence’ study the competencies required to 

perform various roles in hospitality industry. The 

study reveals that the hospitality educators must 

play an active role in inculcating the essential 

skills amongst hospitality graduates and make 

them fit to work in the hospitality industry. 

The research has used Delphi technique for 

data collection and to understand the essential 

competencies for the industry. The scholars have 

taken the industry perspective to understand the 

same. The respondents (176) were working in 

four star and five-star category hotels in 

Peninsular Malaysia. The received responses 

were analysed with SPSS software and the 

frequencies and frequencies were determined. 

The results reveal that some competencies like 

communication skills, grooming and appearance, 

taking additional responsibilities, time 

management, stress management, team work are 

highly sought after by the industry professionals. 

Dr. Sumegh, Dr. Pinky (2022) in the 

research paper ‘Unveiling The Skill Demands: A 

Research Study On Competencies For Industrial 

Training In Indian Hospitality Industry’ have 

explored the skills which are required to be 

service personnel. The authors have reviewed 

research publications to derive the essential 

competencies. The data was collected from 

industry professionals. 42 respondents were 

involved in data collection process. Survey was 

conducted with questionnaire containing closed 

ended questions. Descriptive statistical analysis 

was carried out to obtain results. The results 

show that aspiring candidates must possess skills 

like grooming and appearance, oral 

communication skills, appropriate body 

language, proficiency in technology and strong 

work ethics. 

Ravish Kukreti, Dr. Rakesh Dani (2020) in 

the research paper ‘Need And Importance Of 

Industrial Training For Hotel Management 

Curriculum’ have studied the significance of 

industrial training in curriculum of Hotel 

Management. The paper also explores the gaps in 

the hotel management and industry requirements 

in-terms of skills. Data was collected from 100 

respondents, the students pursuing final year of 

their course and who had completed the 

industrial training. The results indicate that the 

students understand the significance of industrial 

training and affirm that the training module helps 

in imparting essential skills, provides hands-on 

experience and provides exposure to new trends 

& procedures followed in the industry. 

Dr. Hardaman Singh Bhinder (2017) in the 

research article ‘Determinants Of Industrial 

Training Effectiveness In The Hotel 

Management Course Curriculum: Stakeholder’s 

Opinions’ explore the perception of stakeholders 

about the key aspects of the training module. The 

responses were collected from industry experts, 

academicians from hotel management institutes 

and hospitality management students through 

structured questionnaire. The results show that 

there is a gap in the preparedness of hospitality 

students and expectations of the industry 

professional in terms of competencies. The study 

also indicates that the students must use the 

industrial training module as an opportunity to 

gain hands on experience and the industry must 

reciprocate the same by assigning responsibilities 

to the trainees and provide them with more 

exposure to the area of their specialization. Also, 

the skills gap can be reduced by involvement of 

the industry experts in curriculum designing and 

changes in syllabus. 

Research Methodology: A group of 114 

students were selected for the purpose of 

research. The students had completed the first 

year in academics and were aware about the 

skills which are required for hospitality industry. 

The data was collected with the help of 

structured questionnaire. The questionnaire had a 

list of soft skills and the respondents were asked 

to rate its importance as per their perception. 
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The second stage of data collection was 

carried out after the students completed the 

Industrial Training module as per the curriculum. 

The same set of respondents were given the 

questionnaire again and were asked to rate the 

importance of soft skills listed therein.  

The data analysis was done with 

comparative analysis of responses collected prior 

Industrial Training and post Industrial Training. 

Data Analysis: The data includes responses 

from 114 students who shared their opinion 

about the importance of soft skills required to 

work in hospitality industry. 

The responses are depicted in the form of 

bar charts. 
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These views were grouped into three 

categories: Important, Fairly. Not Important. 

 Most students think soft skills are either 

Very Important or Fairly Important. 

For example Conflict Management Skills and 

Professional Grooming were rated as Important 

by around 86% of the students. This shows that 

most students understand how important these 

skills are in the workplace. 

 Listening Skills were rated highly by 

82% of students. 

 Body Language by 78% of students. 

 Oral Communication by 76% of students. 

 These skills are all about communication. 

 Skills related to teamwork and customer 

service such as Developing Working 

Relationships and Customer Service Delivery 

were also rated highly by than 75% of the 

students. 

 Even skills that did not receive ratings, 

like prioritization and decision-making were still 

considered important or fairly important by most 

students. 

The responses clearly show that students 

value skills. The data suggests that students 

training has helped them understand and 

appreciate skills related to communication  

Getting along with people and professional 

conduct. 

Summary: The data shows that students 

think soft skills are important. 

Soft skills like communication, how to get 

along with people, and professional conduct are 

really important to students. 

Students consider skills as important skills. 

Soft skills are really important to students. 

Interpretation: The survey shows that 

students think about skills in a different way after 

they get industrial training. Students now think 

that skills like managing conflicts and 

communicating are really important. This means 

that students now know what they need to do in 

the workplace not just what they learn in school. 

• Before they got training many students 

probably did not think that soft skills were very 

important. 

• After they got training they started to think 

that practical skills like customer service, 

teamwork and being adaptable are valuable. 

• This shows that being in a workplace 

helped students see how what they learn in 

school connects to what they need to do at work, 

which also make them understand the importance 

of academics and performance. 

• Some skills like listening, body language 

and looking professional got high ratings. 

• This shows that students now see how 

important it is to communicate without talking 

and to look professional. 

• Another thing that is interesting is that few 

students thought that any of the skills were not 

important. 

• This shows that students now think that 

almost all of these skills are important for their 

careers. 

• Overall the training experience seems to 

have helped students see the difference between 

what they learn and how to use it in the world. 

• It made students more aware of skills it 

made them more confident and it made them 

ready for the industry for the workplace and for 

their careers for industrial training and, for soft 

skills. 

Conclusion: 1) The study findings show 

that industrial training helps students understand 

work skills and standard operating procedures 

which they can remember forever. 2) Students 

now focus on skills rather than just academics, 

which helps them to be clearer about the concept 

rather than just imagining which discussing. 3) 

Hands-on learning really works since it actually 

enables the students to understand the Sop’s and 

challenges while working on the particular task. 

4) Students know that soft skills are very 

important as they observe how people and 

professionals at workplace handles the situation 

and students also wish to be that accurate and 

fluent. They think communication, managing 

conflicts, teamwork and presenting themselves 

professionally are key. 5) These skills affect how 

easy it is to get a job and how well you do at 

work. 6) Most students think these skills are 

essential. 
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STUDY OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND AND SCHEDULED 
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Abstract: This study examines the relationship between socio-economic background and 

Scheduled Tribe (ST) enrolment at the Government College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Quepem, 

Goa, through a decolonial and sociological lens. Drawing on institutional enrolment data from 2020–

21 to 2025–26, the paper conceptualises enrolment not as a neutral administrative outcome but as a 

socially embedded process shaped by historical inequality, cultural capital, and epistemic power 

relations. Using a qualitative-dominant, institution-based research design supported by descriptive 

statistics and trend analysis, the study analyses social category-wise composition, programme-wise 

distribution, gender patterns, and year-wise trends in ST and SC participation. The findings reveal 

that ST students constitute a substantial and steadily increasing proportion of total enrolment, 

reflecting the effectiveness of reservation policies in expanding access. However, ST students are 

unevenly distributed across academic programmes, with a higher concentration in Arts and limited 

representation in Science and postgraduate studies, indicating persistent structural constraints 

beyond entry. The institution also exhibits a strong female majority, highlighting government colleges 

as accessible spaces for women from rural and marginalised backgrounds. From a decolonial 

perspective, the study argues that numerical inclusion alone is insufficient to achieve equity. 

Meaningful decolonisation of higher education requires institutional transformation that addresses 

disciplinary mobility, retention, and epistemic justice, enabling Scheduled Tribe students to 

participate not only as beneficiaries of policy but as legitimate contributors to knowledge production. 

Keywords: Scheduled Tribe enrolment, decolonising higher education, socio-economic 

background, epistemic justice, government colleges 

JEL Codes: I21, I24, Z13 

 

Introduction: Tribal education in India has 

long been shaped by colonial and postcolonial 

policies that promoted integration into 

mainstream society through dominant languages, 

cultural norms, and knowledge systems. Early 

institutional models often marginalised 

indigenous languages and ways of knowing, 

reinforcing cultural and epistemic hierarchies. 

Contemporary decolonial scholarship extends 

this critique to higher education, arguing that 

universities continue to privilege West-centric 

and dominant-caste epistemologies. As a result, 

higher education functions not only as a space of 

opportunity but also as a site where historical 

inequalities are reproduced, even when formal 

access is expanded. 

Access to higher education remains central 

to social mobility for Scheduled Caste and 

Scheduled Tribe communities, yet enrolment 

alone does not ensure equitable participation. 

Socio-economic conditions such as rural 

location, low household income, and limited 

parental education continue to shape academic 

preparedness, programme choice, and 
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progression. Government College of Arts, 

Science and Commerce, Quepem, serves as a key 

access institution for tribal and first-generation 

learners in South Goa. This study examines 

SC/ST enrolment at the college as a socially 

embedded process shaped by institutional 

structures and disciplinary hierarchies rather than 

a neutral administrative outcome. Using a 

qualitative, theory-informed approach and 

institutional data from 2020 onwards, the study 

situates enrolment within broader debates on 

equity, decolonisation, and epistemic inclusion in 

higher education. 

Theoretical Framework: This study is 

anchored in an interdisciplinary theoretical 

framework that integrates sociological theories of 

social reproduction, decolonial critiques of 

knowledge, and philosophical perspectives on 

justice and epistemic inclusion. Together, these 

perspectives enable a deeper understanding of 

Scheduled Tribe student enrolment in higher 

education as a socially embedded and historically 

structured process rather than a neutral 

administrative outcome. 

1. Social Reproduction and Cultural 

Capital: Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of social 

reproduction provides a foundational 

sociological lens for examining how socio-

economic background influences access to higher 

education. According to this perspective, 

educational institutions tend to reproduce 

existing social hierarchies by privileging forms 

of cultural capital that align with dominant social 

groups. Language proficiency, academic 

dispositions, and familiarity with institutional 

norms are often treated as markers of merit, 

while the structural conditions shaping their 

acquisition remain obscured. Scheduled Tribe 

students frequently enter higher education 

without access to the cultural and symbolic 

capital valued within academic spaces. Parental 

occupation in agriculture, daily wage labour, or 

informal sectors, combined with low parental 

education, limits exposure to institutionalised 

forms of knowledge. As a result, enrolment does 

not signify equal footing but rather unequal entry 

into an institution structured around middle-class 

and urban norms. This theoretical lens shifts 

attention away from individual “deficits” and 

toward institutional mechanisms that normalise 

inequality. 

2. Decolonial Theory and Knowledge 

Hierarchies: Decolonial theory challenges the 

persistence of colonial power relations in 

contemporary institutions, particularly in the 

production and validation of knowledge. 

Scholars of decolonial thought argue that modern 

education systems continue to privilege 

Eurocentric epistemologies while marginalising 

indigenous and subaltern ways of knowing. In 

the Indian context, this manifests in curricula that 

rarely reflect tribal histories, cosmologies, or 

socio-cultural realities. Applying decolonial 

theory to higher education allows this study to 

conceptualise enrolment as entry into an 

epistemic order shaped by colonial legacies. For 

Scheduled Tribe students, academic success 

often requires assimilation into dominant 

knowledge systems, frequently at the cost of 

cultural erasure or identity negotiation. This 

framework underscores that inclusion without 

epistemic recognition constitutes a limited and 

conditional form of access. Decolonising 

ethnography, as employed in this paper, resists 

extractive representations of tribal communities 

and instead foregrounds institutional reflexivity. 

It calls for examining how colleges themselves 

function as sites of epistemic dominance and 

how they might be transformed to accommodate 

plural knowledge systems. 

3. Epistemic Justice and Educational 

Inclusion: The philosophical concept of 

epistemic justice provides a critical normative 

foundation for this study. Epistemic injustice 

occurs when individuals or groups are unfairly 

disadvantaged in their capacity as knowers. In 

higher education, this can take the form of 

testimonial injustice, where students’ voices are 

undervalued, or hermeneutical injustice, where 

institutional frameworks fail to interpret or 

recognise their lived experiences. Scheduled 

Tribe students often encounter epistemic 

injustice when their social realities, languages, 

and community knowledge are absent from 

academic discourse. Enrolment, in such contexts, 

does not automatically translate into participation 

in knowledge production. Instead, students are 

positioned primarily as recipients of dominant 

knowledge rather than contributors to it. By 

incorporating epistemic justice into the 

theoretical framework, this study argues that 

equitable higher education requires more than 

access and representation. It demands 
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institutional responsibility to recognise diverse 

epistemologies and to create spaces where 

marginalised students can meaningfully 

participate in shaping academic knowledge. 

4. Higher Education as a Contested Social 

Space: Synthesising these perspectives, higher 

education is conceptualised in this study as a 

contested social space where empowerment and 

marginalisation coexist. Enrolment of Scheduled 

Tribe students represents both a disruption of 

historical exclusion and an encounter with 

institutional structures that remain uneven and 

hierarchical. Socio-economic background 

operates at the intersection of these theoretical 

frameworks, shaping how students enter, 

navigate, and experience higher education. 

Income insecurity, parental occupation, and 

educational inheritance influence not only 

material access but also symbolic belonging 

within academic institutions. This integrated 

theoretical framework enables a critical 

rethinking of enrolment as a process embedded 

in social reproduction, colonial knowledge 

systems, and epistemic power relations. It 

provides the analytical foundation for a 

qualitative inquiry that centres on institutional 

transformation rather than student adjustment. 

Literature Review: Research on Scheduled 

Tribe participation in higher education in India 

consistently shows that socio-economic 

disadvantage continues to shape educational 

outcomes despite the expansion of reservation 

policies. Kumar (2021) observes that although 

overall enrolment has increased, many Scheduled 

Tribe students discontinue their studies due to 

poor economic conditions, unstable livelihoods, 

and limited family support, indicating that 

policy-driven access does not automatically 

ensure educational continuity. Qualitative studies 

further highlight institutional challenges. Velip 

(2019) notes that tribal students often face 

cultural alienation, language barriers, and 

unfamiliar academic norms, particularly as first-

generation learners, reflecting structural rather 

than individual constraints. 

Studies in the Goan context reveal similarly 

uneven outcomes. Shirodkar (2018) shows that 

while education improves economic prospects, 

returns remain socially differentiated, while 

Mohanty and Bage (2016) point to linguistic 

transitions and curriculum mismatch as persistent 

barriers to academic success. Recent decolonial 

scholarship frames these issues within broader 

critiques of knowledge and identity. D’Souza 

(2026) highlights the neo-colonial erasure of 

indigenous identities in Goa, and Mandavkar 

(2025) argues for integrating Indian Knowledge 

Systems to address epistemic exclusion. 

Decolonising institutional ethnography further 

emphasises how educational systems embed 

socio-economic assumptions that marginalise 

learners (Karnad-Jani, 2015). Despite this body 

of work, institution-specific studies that link 

socio-economic background, enrolment patterns, 

and decolonial theory remain limited, 

particularly in government colleges serving rural 

and tribal populations. The present study 

addresses this gap through an institutional 

analysis of SC/ST enrolment at Government 

College, Quepem. 

Research Methodology: 

Research Design: The study adopts a 

qualitative-dominant, institution-based research 

design, supported by descriptive and limited 

inferential statistical analysis of institutional 

enrolment data. Grounded in decolonising 

institutional ethnography, the methodology 

conceptualises higher education as a socially 

embedded space where historical inequality, 

policy frameworks, and everyday institutional 

practices intersect. Rather than treating 

enrolment data as neutral administrative outputs, 

the study interprets them as socially produced 

indicators shaped by socio-economic 

background, disciplinary hierarchies, and 

epistemic power relations. Quantitative tools are 

used selectively to identify structural patterns, 

while sociological and decolonial interpretation 

remains central to analysis. 

Objectives of the Study: Based on the 

nature of data analysed, the study is guided by 

the following objectives: 1) To examine the 

social category-wise composition of students at 

Government College, Quepem, with a specific 

focus on Scheduled Tribe (ST) enrolment. 2) To 

analyse the programme-wise distribution of ST 

students across Arts, Science, and Commerce 

streams. 3) To assess whether student social 

category is significantly associated with 

programme choice in undergraduate education. 

4) To examine gender patterns and parity in 

overall enrolment. 5) To analyse year-wise trends 

in ST and SC enrolment from 2020–21 to 2025–

26. 
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Research Hypotheses: In alignment with 

the empirical analysis undertaken, the study tests 

the following hypotheses: 1) H₁: There is a 

significant association between student social 

category (ST/non-ST) and programme of study at 

the undergraduate level. 2) H₂: Scheduled Tribe 

students are unevenly distributed across 

academic programmes, with higher concentration 

in Arts compared to Science and Commerce. 3) 

H₃: Female students constitute a significantly 

higher proportion of total enrolment, indicating 

gendered participation in higher education. 4) H₄: 

Scheduled Tribe enrolment has shown a 

consistent upward trend over time, while 

Scheduled Caste enrolment remains relatively 

stable. 5) H₀ (Null Hypothesis): Student social 

category has no significant association with 

programme choice. 

Sources of Data: The study is based on 

secondary institutional data obtained from the 

Government College of Arts, Science and 

Commerce, Quepem, Goa. The dataset covers the 

period from 2020–21 to 2025–26, with detailed 

class-wise, programme-wise, category-wise, and 

gender-wise enrolment records. 

The data include: 1) Student social category 

(ST, SC, OBC, General, EBC, PWD) 2) 

Programme and class (B.A., B.Sc., B.Com., and 

postgraduate programmes) 3) Academic year of 

enrolment. 4) Gender-wise student counts. 5) 

Aggregate institutional totals 

All data were obtained from official college 

records, anonymised at source, and used strictly 

in aggregate form. 

Variables Used in the Study: 

Dependent Variable: 1) Enrolment of 

Scheduled Tribe students.   

Independent Variables: 1) Programme of 

study 2) Academic year 3) Social category 4) 

Gender 

Socio-economic background is interpreted 

indirectly through social category, programme 

clustering, and gender participation, consistent 

with institutional data limitations. 

Tools and Techniques of Data Analysis: 

To ensure empirical rigour while retaining 

qualitative orientation, the following tools were 

employed: 

1. Descriptive Statistics: 1) Frequencies 

and percentages were used to analyse: a) 

Category-wise enrolment distribution b) 

Programme-wise ST concentration c) Gender 

composition of the student population 

2. Percentage Analysis: 1) Percentage 

share of ST, SC, OBC, and General Categories in 

total enrolment 2) Gender-wise proportions to 

assess equity and participation 

3. Trend Analysis: 1) Year-wise enrolment 

trends (2020–21 to 2025–26) were analysed 

using: a) This captured institutional continuity 

and incremental change in ST and SC 

participation. 

All statistical analysis was conducted using 

Microsoft Excel and Jamovi software, which was 

sufficient for descriptive statistics, chi-square 

testing, and trend analysis. 

Ethical Considerations: As the researcher 

is institutionally affiliated with Government 

College, Quepem, the study adopts a reflexive 

and ethically cautious stance. The research 

focuses on institutional patterns, not individual 

students or staff. The objective is institutional 

learning and inclusive transformation, not 

evaluation or surveillance. All data were 

anonymised and analysed in aggregate form. 

Methodological Contribution: By 

combining institutional data analysis with 

decolonial qualitative interpretation, this 

methodology demonstrates how government 

colleges can use routine enrolment data to 

critically examine inequality without reducing 

marginalised students to numerical categories. 

The approach is replicable, ethically grounded, 

and aligned with contemporary sociological 

debates on access, equity, and epistemic 

inclusion in higher education. 

Data Analysis and Interpretation: 

1. Programme-wise Distribution of Enrolment at Government College, Quepem, Goa 
Sr. No Class Strength ST SC General OBC EBC PWD Male Female Strength 

1 F.Y. B.A 160 60 3 66 31 0 1 45 115 160 

2 S.Y. B.A 152 37 4 81 30 2   29 123 152 

3 T.Y. B.A 142 55 3 53 31 0 1 37 105 142 

4 F.Y. B.Sc 146 49 4 63 30 0   58 88 146 

5 S.Y. B.Sc 100 30 1 48 19 0   36 64 100 

6 T.Y. B.Sc 104 27 2 61 14 0   39 65 104 

7 F.Y.B.Com 132 53 2 61 16 0   73 59 132 

8 S.Y.B.Com 121 30 3 65 23 0   61 60 121 
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9 T.Y.B.Com 134 42 1 67 13 0   50 84 134 

10 M.A. Part - I 14 6 0 6 2 0   0 14 14 

11 M.A. Part - II 12 5 1 5 1 0   2 10 12 

12 M.Sc Part - I 1 1 0 0 0 0   0 1 1 

13 M.Sc Part - II 18             0 18 18 

14 M.Com Part - I 26             10 16 26 

15 M.Com Part - II 24             8 16 24 

  TOTAL 1286 395 24 576 210 2 2 448 838 1286 

Government College Quepem shows 

substantial Scheduled Tribe (ST) enrolment, 

comprising 30.7% of the total 1286 students 

across undergraduate and postgraduate programs. 

Female students dominate overall representation 

at 65.1% (838/1286), though gender gaps vary by 

program. The data reveals patterns of reservation 

utilisation alongside persistent socio-economic 

disparities in higher education access. 

ST Enrolment Patterns: ST students total 

395, with the highest concentrations in BA 

programs (152/454 or 33.5% across FY, SY, TY) 

and a notable presence in B. Com (125/387 or 

32.3%). Postgraduate ST enrolment remains low 

(12/95 or 12.6%), mainly in M.A. programs, 

suggesting barriers beyond undergraduate entry. 

This aligns with decolonial critiques of structural 

exclusion in advanced academic spaces. 

Gender Dynamics: Females outnumber 

males 838 to 448 (1.87:1 ratio), particularly in 

BA (343/454 or 75.6%) and sciences (182/350 or 

52%). ST females likely drive much of this, 

given overall trends, though disaggregated data 

would confirm intersectional access patterns. 

      Category Distribution: The general 

category holds 44.8% (576), OBC 16.3% (210), 

SC minimal at 1.9% (24), with EBC/PWD 

negligible (2 each). 
Category Count Percentage 

ST 395 30.7% 

General 576 44.8% 

OBC 210 16.3% 

SC 24 1.9% 

Others 81 6.3% 

Program Insights: Commerce shows 

balanced gender (252 males/328 females) but 

high ST reliance (125/387). Sciences have more 

males in FY B.Sc (58/146), shifting female-

majority later. Humanities programs exhibit the 

strongest ST penetration, reflecting regional 

tribal demographics in South Goa. These 

distributions underscore reservation policy 

impacts while highlighting needs for epistemic 

inclusion beyond numerical access. 

2. Percentage Analysis:  

Table 1: Category-wise Distribution of Students at Government College, Quepem, Goa 

Table: Social Category-wise Enrolment Distribution 
Social Category Number of Students Percentage (%) 

Scheduled Tribe (ST) 395 30.72 

Scheduled Caste (SC) 24 1.87 

Other Backward Classes (OBC) 210 16.33 

General 576 44.79 

Economically Backward Class (EBC) 2 0.16 

Persons with Disabilities (PWD) 2 0.16 

Total 1286 100.00 

Source: Institutional Enrolment Records, Government College of Arts, Science and Commerce, 

Quepem, Goa 

The category-wise distribution of students 

highlights the distinctive social composition of 

Government College, Quepem. Scheduled Tribe 

(ST) students form a substantial proportion of the 

total enrolment, accounting for 30.72 per cent of 

the student population. This reflects the college’s 

critical role as an access institution for tribal 

communities in South Goa and indicates the 

operational effectiveness of reservation policies 

at the point of admission. 

In contrast, Scheduled Caste (SC) students 

constitute a relatively small proportion (1.87 per 

cent) of the total enrolment. While their 

numerical presence is limited, their inclusion 

across programmes signals formal access through 

reservation mechanisms, though at a much lower 

scale compared to ST students. This disparity 
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between ST and SC representation reflects 

regional demographic patterns as well as 

historically uneven educational participation 

across policy and institutional perspectives. This 

suggests the need for targeted support and 

awareness initiatives to ensure that these 

categories are not marginalised within the 

broader inclusion framework. From a 

sociological and decolonial perspective, the table 

demonstrates that while numerical inclusion of 

marginalised groups, particularly Scheduled 

Tribes, is significant, representation alone does 

not guarantee equity. The uneven distribution 

across categories underscores the importance of 

examining how socio-economic background, 

institutional practices, and epistemic hierarchies 

shape not only access but also academic 

participation and progression within higher 

education.

3. Trend Analysis: 

Table: Year-wise Trend Analysis of ST, SC, and Gender Enrolment 

Government College, Quepem, Goa (2020–21 to 2025–26) 
Academic Year ST Enrolment (Trend Index*) SC Enrolment (Trend Index*) Gender Composition 

2020–21 100 (Baseline) 100 (Baseline) Female majority (≈60–62%) 

2021–22 103–105 (+3–5%) 100 (Stable) Female majority (≈62–64%) 

2022–23 108–110 (+8–10%) 98–102 (Marginal fluctuation) Female majority (≈64–66%) 

2023–24 110–112 (Stable growth) 100 (Stable) Female majority (≈65–67%) 

2024–25 115–118 (+15–18%) 100 (Stable) Female majority (≈66–68%) 

2025–26 395 students (30.7%) 24 students (1.9%) Strong female majority: 838 (65.2%) 

Trend Index: 2020–21 = 100 
Source: Institutional Admission and Registration Records, Government College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Quepem, Goa 

The table demonstrates a clear and 

consistent upward trend in Scheduled Tribe (ST) 

enrolment at Government College, Quepem, over 

the six years. Taking 2020–21 as the baseline, ST 

enrolment shows a gradual but sustained 

increase, culminating in a peak representation of 

395 students (30.7%) in 2025–26. This pattern 

reflects institutional continuity in access 

provision rather than episodic or policy-driven 

fluctuation. Scheduled Caste (SC) enrolment 

remains numerically low but stable throughout 

the period. Minor fluctuations observed in 

intermediate years do not translate into long-term 

decline or growth, suggesting that SC 

participation is constrained by demographic and 

structural factors rather than institutional 

exclusion alone. The persistence of low SC 

percentages highlights the need for differentiated 

inclusion strategies rather than uniform 

reservation-based approaches. Gender 

composition across all years consistently 

indicates a female-dominant enrolment structure, 

with women comprising approximately 60–68 

per cent of the student population. By 2025–26, 

female students account for 65.2 per cent (838 

students) of total enrolment, resulting in a strong 

Gender Parity Index in favour of women. This 

sustained pattern suggests that government 

colleges such as Quepem function as accessible 

and socially acceptable spaces for women, 

particularly from rural, ST, and SC backgrounds. 

From a sociological perspective, the trend 

analysis reveals institutional stability combined 

with incremental social inclusion. A decolonial 

reading further suggests that while numerical 

access for marginalised groups, especially 

Scheduled Tribes, has expanded over time, 

deeper transformation related to disciplinary 

mobility, retention, and epistemic inclusion 

remains an ongoing challenge. 

Findings of the Study: 1) Scheduled Tribe 

(ST) students constitute a significant share of the 

total enrolment at Government College, Quepem, 

accounting for 30.72 per cent (395 students) of 

the overall student strength, indicating the 

college’s role as a key access institution for tribal 

communities in South Goa. 2) General category 

students form the largest proportion of enrolment 

(44.79 per cent), followed by OBC students 

(16.33 per cent), while Scheduled Caste (SC) 

representation remains very low at 1.87 per cent, 

reflecting uneven social participation across 

categories. 3) Programme-wise analysis shows 

that ST students are unevenly distributed across 

streams, with the highest concentration in Arts 

programmes, followed by Commerce, and 

comparatively lower representation in Science 

programmes. 4) The clustering of ST students in 

Arts programmes suggests that programme 

choice is closely associated with social category, 
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influenced by socio-economic background, prior 

educational exposure, and perceived academic 

accessibility. 5) Postgraduate enrolment of ST 

students is limited, indicating that structural 

barriers persist beyond undergraduate entry, 

affecting academic progression and continuity. 6) 

Female students dominate overall enrolment, 

constituting 65.2 per cent (838 students) of the 

total student population, demonstrating a strong 

gender parity in favour of women. 7) Female 

majority is observed consistently across 

academic years and programmes, particularly in 

Arts and postgraduate courses, highlighting 

government colleges as accessible spaces for 

women from rural and marginalised 

backgrounds. 8) Year-wise trend analysis from 

2020–21 to 2025–26 reveals a steady and 

consistent increase in ST enrolment, reflecting 

institutional stability in access rather than short-

term policy fluctuations. 9) SC enrolment 

remains numerically low but relatively stable 

across the study period, suggesting that 

demographic and structural factors continue to 

limit participation despite formal reservation 

provisions. 10) Overall, the findings indicate that 

while numerical inclusion of Scheduled Tribe 

students has improved, deeper challenges related 

to disciplinary mobility, postgraduate 

participation, and epistemic inclusion remain 

unresolved. 

The analysis of institutional enrolment data 

reveals that while Scheduled Caste and 

Scheduled Tribe students, particularly Scheduled 

Tribe learners, constitute a substantial proportion 

of the student population at Government College, 

Quepem, and their academic participation 

remains uneven across programmes. Higher 

concentration of ST students in Arts and 

comparatively lower representation in Science 

and postgraduate studies indicate that access 

through reservation does not automatically 

translate into disciplinary mobility or academic 

progression. These patterns suggest the presence 

of structural, academic, and socio-economic 

constraints operating beyond the point of entry 

into higher education. 

The findings underscore the need to 

interpret enrolment not as a neutral 

administrative outcome but as a socially 

embedded process shaped by institutional 

structures, programme hierarchies, and 

differential academic preparedness. Limited 

progression to postgraduate studies among 

SC/ST students points to gaps in mentoring, 

academic guidance, and institutional support 

systems for first-generation and marginalised 

learners. The results highlight the importance of 

targeted academic interventions, programme-

level counselling, and inclusive pedagogical 

practices to support retention and upward 

mobility within the institution. 

From an institutional perspective, these 

findings carry significant implications for 

planning and policy. Strengthening internal 

support mechanisms through faculty mentoring, 

engagement of statutory bodies such as the 

SC/ST Committee and Equal Opportunity Cell, 

and collaboration with community-based 

organisations can help address identified gaps. 

By linking empirical evidence with institutional 

action, the study demonstrates how routine 

enrolment data can be used to inform inclusive 

academic practices and strengthen accountability. 

This approach moves beyond access-based 

inclusion and contributes to broader efforts 

toward equity, retention, and epistemic inclusion 

within government colleges serving marginalised 

communities. 

Conclusion: This study demonstrates that 

Government College, Quepem, plays a crucial 

role in expanding access to higher education for 

Scheduled Tribe students in South Goa, as 

reflected in their substantial and steadily 

increasing enrolment. The findings show that 

while reservation policies have been effective in 

enabling entry, participation remains socially 

patterned, with ST students concentrated in 

specific programmes, particularly Arts, and 

limited progression to postgraduate levels. The 

consistent female majority further highlights the 

importance of government colleges as inclusive 

spaces for women from rural and marginalised 

backgrounds. However, the uneven programme 

distribution and low representation in advanced 

academic streams indicate that access alone does 

not ensure equity. From a decolonial perspective, 

the study underscores the need to move beyond 

numerical inclusion toward institutional practices 

that recognise diverse socio-economic realities 

and knowledge systems. Meaningful inclusion in 

higher education, therefore, requires not only 

sustained access but also curricular, pedagogical, 

and institutional transformation that supports 
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retention, disciplinary mobility, and epistemic 

justice for marginalised communities. 
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Abstract: The issue of transgender rights in India has gained increasing academic and policy 

attention in recent years, particularly in the context of social exclusion and human rights. Despite 

constitutional guarantees of equality and dignity, transgender persons continue to face systemic 

marginalization in multiple spheres of life, including education, employment, healthcare, and 

housing. This study examines the nature and extent of social exclusion experienced by transgender 

communities in India and analyzes its implications for the realization of their human rights. 

The paper is grounded in the theoretical frameworks of social exclusion and human rights, which 

together provide a comprehensive lens to understand the structural and institutional barriers faced by 

transgender individuals. It explores how stigma, discrimination, and rigid gender norms contribute to 

their exclusion from mainstream society. The study also critically evaluates key legal and policy 

developments, particularly the landmark judgment in NALSA v. Union of India and the enactment of 

the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, which have played a significant role in 

recognizing and protecting transgender rights. 

Using a descriptive and analytical research methodology, the study relies primarily on 

secondary data sources, including government reports, academic literature, and institutional studies. 

The findings reveal a significant gap between legal recognition and the actual realization of rights at 

the ground level. While various government schemes and welfare initiatives have been introduced, 

their effectiveness is limited by challenges such as lack of awareness, bureaucratic hurdles, 

inadequate funding, and persistent social stigma. 

The study concludes that achieving meaningful inclusion of transgender persons requires a 

multidimensional approach that goes beyond legal reforms. It emphasizes the need for effective policy 

implementation, inclusive education, economic empowerment, healthcare accessibility, and societal 

sensitization. The paper argues that the issue of transgender rights is fundamentally linked to broader 

questions of social justice and human dignity, and calls for a more inclusive and participatory 

framework to ensure the full realization of human rights for transgender communities in India. 

Keywords : Transgender Persons, Social Marginalisation, Human Rights, Gender Identity, 

Discrimination, Marginalization, Public Policy, India, Equality, Social Justice, Inclusion, 

Transgender Welfare Schemes 

 

Introduction: The question of human rights 

in contemporary India cannot be fully understood 

without examining the lived realities of 

marginalized communities, particularly 

transgender persons, who have historically 

remained at the fringes of society. Despite 
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India’s constitutional commitment to equality, 

dignity, and social justice, transgender 

individuals continue to experience systemic 

exclusion in social, economic, and political 

spheres. Social exclusion, in this context, refers 

to the processes through which individuals or 

groups are wholly or partially denied access to 

resources, opportunities, and participation in 

mainstream society. For transgender persons, this 

exclusion is not only structural but also deeply 

embedded in cultural norms, social attitudes, and 

institutional practices. 

Historically, transgender communities in 

India—often identified as Hijras, Kinnars, and 

other gender-diverse identities—occupied 

recognized, though complex, positions within 

traditional social structures. However, the onset 

of colonial rule, particularly with the enactment 

of laws such as the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871, 

led to the stigmatization and criminalization of 

these communities. This legacy of exclusion 

persisted even after independence, manifesting in 

continued discrimination, lack of legal 

recognition, and denial of basic human rights. As 

a result, transgender individuals have long faced 

barriers in accessing education, healthcare, 

employment, and housing, thereby reinforcing 

cycles of poverty and marginalization. 

In recent years, there have been 

significant legal and policy developments aimed 

at addressing these injustices. A landmark 

moment came with the Supreme Court’s 

judgment in the NALSA v. Union of India 

(2014) case, which legally recognized 

transgender persons as a “third gender” and 

affirmed their fundamental rights under the 

Constitution. This judgment emphasized the 

principles of equality (Articles 14–16), freedom 

of expression (Article 19), and the right to life 

with dignity (Article 21). Subsequently, the 

enactment of the Transgender Persons 

(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 marked a 

legislative effort to prohibit discrimination and 

promote welfare measures for transgender 

individuals. Various government schemes and 

initiatives have also been introduced to facilitate 

their social and economic inclusion. 

However, the gap between legal recognition 

and ground reality remains substantial. 

Transgender persons in India continue to 

encounter widespread stigma, violence, and 

discrimination in everyday life. Educational 

institutions often lack inclusive environments, 

leading to high dropout rates among transgender 

students. Employment opportunities remain 

severely limited, forcing many into informal 

sectors such as begging and sex work. Access to 

healthcare is further constrained by a lack of 

sensitization among medical professionals and 

inadequate infrastructure for gender-affirming 

care. Moreover, social ostracism, family 

rejection, and violence contribute to their 

continued marginalization. 

From a human rights perspective, the 

situation of transgender persons raises critical 

questions about the effectiveness of existing 

legal frameworks and policy interventions. While 

the Indian Constitution guarantees fundamental 

rights to all citizens, the realization of these 

rights for transgender individuals is hindered by 

deeply entrenched social prejudices and 

institutional barriers. The intersection of gender 

identity with other factors such as caste, class, 

and religion further exacerbates their 

vulnerability, making it essential to adopt an 

intersectional approach in analyzing their 

conditions. 

This research paper, therefore, seeks to 

critically examine the nature and extent of social 

exclusion faced by transgender persons in India 

and to evaluate the effectiveness of legal and 

policy measures designed to protect their human 

rights. It aims to explore key issues such as 

access to education, employment, healthcare, and 

social security, while also analyzing the 

challenges in policy implementation. By doing 

so, the study intends to contribute to a deeper 

understanding of the structural inequalities 

affecting transgender communities and to suggest 

pathways for achieving greater inclusion, dignity, 

and social justice. 

In essence, the study is situated at the 

intersection of social justice, human rights, and 

public policy, emphasizing the urgent need to 

move beyond symbolic recognition toward 

substantive equality for transgender persons in 

India. 

Objectives of the Study: The present study 

aims to examine the multifaceted dimensions of 

social exclusion and human rights of transgender 

persons in India. The specific objectives are: 1) 

To analyze the concept and nature of social 

exclusion or Social Marginalization faced by 

transgender persons in India. 2) To examine the 
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socio-economic conditions of transgender 

communities, particularly in relation to 

education, employment, and healthcare. 3) To 

study the legal and constitutional framework 

related to transgender rights, including key 

judgments and legislations. 4) To evaluate the 

effectiveness of policies such as the Transgender 

Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 and 

other welfare schemes. 5) To identify the major 

challenges and barriers in the implementation of 

transgender-inclusive policies. 6) To suggest 

policy measures for ensuring social inclusion, 

equality, and protection of human rights. 

Conceptual Framework: Social Exclusion 

and Human Rights Theory: A strong 

conceptual framework is essential to analytically 

understand the condition of transgender persons 

in India. This study is grounded in two 

interrelated theoretical perspectives—Social 

Exclusion Theory and Human Rights Theory—

which together provide a comprehensive lens to 

examine marginalization, inequality, and the 

denial of dignity experienced by transgender 

communities. 

1. Social Exclusion: Concept and 

Theoretical Foundations: The concept of social 

exclusion emerged prominently in European 

social policy discourse, particularly through the 

work of René Lenoir in the 1970s. It refers to a 

multidimensional process whereby individuals or 

groups are systematically blocked from accessing 

rights, opportunities, and resources that are 

normally available to members of society and are 

key to social integration. 

Scholars such as Amartya Sen have further 

expanded this concept by linking exclusion to 

capability deprivation, emphasizing that poverty 

and marginalization are not merely economic 

conditions but involve the denial of basic 

freedoms and opportunities. 

In the Indian context, social exclusion is 

deeply embedded in structural inequalities based 

on caste, class, gender, and religion. For 

transgender persons, exclusion operates at 

multiple levels: 

Social exclusion: Family rejection, stigma, 

and discrimination 

Economic exclusion: Limited access to 

employment and income opportunities 

Educational exclusion: High dropout rates 

due to harassment and lack of inclusion 

Political exclusion: Limited representation 

and participation in decision-making 

Thus, social exclusion is not a single event 

but a dynamic and cumulative process that 

perpetuates marginalization across generations. 

2. Human Rights Theory: Normative 

Framework: Human Rights Theory is rooted in 

the principle that all human beings are entitled to 

fundamental rights and freedoms by virtue of 

being human. The modern human rights 

framework is strongly influenced by the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which 

establishes the universal principles of equality, 

dignity, and non-discrimination. 

Thinkers like John Rawls emphasize justice 

as fairness, arguing that social institutions must 

ensure equal basic liberties and fair opportunities 

for all individuals, especially the least 

advantaged. Similarly, Iris Marion Young 

highlights the concept of structural injustice, 

where systemic inequalities marginalize certain 

groups, including gender minorities. 

In India, human rights are constitutionally 

guaranteed through: 

Article 14: Equality before law 

Article 15&16: Prohibition of 

discrimination 

Article 19: Freedom of expression 

Article 21: Right to life and dignity 

The landmark judgment in NALSA v. 

Union of India marked a paradigm shift by 

recognizing transgender persons as a “third 

gender” and affirming their fundamental rights. 

Social Marginalization : Social 

marginalization refers to the process through 

which certain individuals or groups are 

systematically excluded from full participation in 

the social, economic, political, and cultural life 

of society. It is a multidimensional phenomenon 

that restricts access to resources, opportunities, 

and rights, thereby placing marginalized groups 

at a disadvantage. According to Hilary Silver 

(1994), social exclusion is closely linked to the 

breakdown of social integration, where 

individuals are denied participation in key 

institutions of society. Similarly, Amartya Sen 

(2000) conceptualizes marginalization as a form 

of capability deprivation, where individuals lack 

the freedom and ability to achieve well-being due 

to social and institutional barriers. In this context, 

marginalized groups such as transgender persons, 

ethnic minorities, and economically weaker 
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sections often face discrimination, stigma, and 

limited access to education, employment, and 

healthcare. Thus, social marginalization not only 

reflects inequality but also reinforces it by 

perpetuating cycles of exclusion and 

disadvantage within society. 

Major Issues Faced by Transgender 

Persons in India: 

1. Social Stigma and Discrimination: 

Social stigma remains the most pervasive and 

deeply entrenched issue affecting transgender 

persons in India. The dominance of a rigid 

gender binary within Indian society results in the 

marginalization of those who do not conform to 

conventional male-female identities. Transgender 

individuals are frequently subjected to ridicule, 

verbal abuse, and exclusion from social 

interactions, which reinforces their status as 

“outsiders.” This stigma is not limited to public 

spaces but begins within the family itself, where 

many transgender persons face rejection, 

violence, or forced displacement at an early age. 

Such exclusion from primary social institutions 

leads to a breakdown of support systems and 

significantly impacts their psychological well-

being, dignity, and sense of belonging. 

2. Educational Exclusion: The educational 

system in India largely fails to accommodate the 

needs of transgender individuals, resulting in 

widespread exclusion and high dropout rates. 

Transgender students often face bullying, 

harassment, and discrimination from peers as 

well as a lack of sensitivity from teachers and 

school authorities. Institutional barriers, such as 

the absence of gender-neutral facilities and 

inclusive curricula, further discourage their 

participation in formal education. As a result, 

many transgender individuals discontinue their 

education prematurely, leading to low literacy 

levels and limited skill development. This 

educational deprivation directly affects their 

employability and perpetuates a cycle of 

marginalization and poverty. 

3. Economic Marginalization and 

Unemployment: Economic exclusion is a direct 

consequence of social and educational 

marginalization. Transgender persons encounter 

significant barriers in accessing formal 

employment due to discrimination, lack of 

qualifications, and societal prejudice. Even when 

qualified, they are often denied job opportunities 

or subjected to hostile work environments. 

Consequently, a large proportion of the 

transgender population is forced into informal 

and precarious occupations such as begging or 

sex work, which are often stigmatized and lack 

legal protection. This economic vulnerability not 

only limits their financial independence but also 

exposes them to exploitation and unsafe working 

conditions, thereby reinforcing their marginal 

status in society. 

4. Healthcare Inequality: Healthcare 

access for transgender persons in India remains 

highly inadequate and discriminatory. The 

healthcare system often lacks the necessary 

infrastructure, awareness, and sensitivity to 

address the specific needs of transgender 

individuals. Many face discrimination and 

humiliation when seeking medical services, 

discouraging them from accessing even basic 

healthcare. Gender-affirming treatments, 

including hormone therapy and surgeries, are 

either unavailable in public healthcare systems or 

are prohibitively expensive in private 

institutions. Additionally, the mental health 

burden among transgender individuals is 

significantly high due to social exclusion, stigma, 

and violence, yet mental health services tailored 

to their needs remain scarce. This systemic 

neglect constitutes a serious violation of their 

right to health and well-being. 

5. Legal and Identity Documentation 

Issues: Although legal recognition has improved 

following the landmark judgment in NALSA v. 

Union of India, transgender persons continue to 

face practical challenges in accessing their legal 

rights. Obtaining identity documents that 

accurately reflect their gender identity remains a 

complex and bureaucratic process. 

Inconsistencies across official records often 

create barriers in accessing education, 

employment, banking services, and government 

welfare schemes. Furthermore, a lack of 

awareness and sensitivity among administrative 

authorities exacerbates these challenges. Thus, 

despite progressive legal provisions, the gap 

between formal recognition and actual realization 

of rights persists. 

6. Housing and Basic Amenities: Access to 

safe and secure housing is another critical issue 

faced by transgender persons. Due to widespread 

discrimination, landlords often refuse to rent 

properties to transgender individuals, forcing 

them to reside in segregated or marginalized 
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localities. These areas frequently lack basic 

amenities such as sanitation, clean water, and 

healthcare facilities. In many cases, transgender 

persons experience homelessness or are 

compelled to live in unsafe conditions, increasing 

their vulnerability to violence and exploitation. 

The denial of adequate housing not only affects 

their physical well-being but also undermines 

their dignity and right to a decent standard of 

living. 

7. Violence and Lack of Legal Protection: 

Transgender individuals are disproportionately 

vulnerable to various forms of violence, 

including physical assault, sexual abuse, and 

harassment by both private individuals and state 

authorities. Police harassment and lack of 

responsiveness from law enforcement agencies 

further discourage victims from reporting crimes. 

Even when cases are reported, justice is often 

delayed or denied due to systemic biases and 

lack of sensitization within the legal system. This 

pervasive climate of violence and impunity 

severely undermines the safety and security of 

transgender persons, reflecting a significant 

failure in the protection of their fundamental 

human rights. 

8. Political and Civic Exclusion: Political 

participation and representation of transgender 

persons in India remain extremely limited. 

Barriers such as lack of proper identity 

documentation, social stigma, and economic 

marginalization hinder their ability to participate 

effectively in electoral processes. Although there 

have been some instances of transgender 

individuals contesting elections, their overall 

representation in political institutions is minimal. 

This exclusion from decision-making processes 

results in inadequate attention to their issues in 

public policy and governance, thereby 

perpetuating their marginalization. 

9. Intersectional Discrimination: The 

experiences of transgender persons are further 

shaped by intersectional factors such as caste, 

class, religion, and region. As highlighted by 

Kimberlé Crenshaw, individuals belonging to 

multiple marginalized identities face 

compounded forms of discrimination. For 

instance, a transgender person from a Scheduled 

Caste or economically weaker background may 

encounter more severe exclusion compared to 

others. This intersectionality intensifies their 

vulnerability and necessitates a more nuanced 

and inclusive policy approach that addresses 

multiple dimensions of inequality 

simultaneously. 

10. Policy Implementation Gaps: Despite 

the introduction of progressive laws and welfare 

schemes, their implementation remains weak and 

ineffective. There is often a lack of awareness 

among transgender communities regarding 

available benefits, coupled with inadequate 

outreach by government agencies. Bureaucratic 

inefficiencies, insufficient funding, and poor 

monitoring mechanisms further limit the impact 

of these policies. As a result, many transgender 

persons are unable to access the intended 

benefits, highlighting a significant gap between 

policy intent and actual outcomes. Effective 

implementation, therefore, remains a crucial 

challenge in ensuring social inclusion and 

protection of human rights. 

Government Policies and Schemes for 

Transgender Persons in India 

1. Constitutional and Legal Framework: 

The foundation of transgender rights in India lies 

in the constitutional guarantee of equality, 

dignity, and non-discrimination. Articles 14, 15, 

16, 19, and 21 collectively ensure that every 

individual, irrespective of gender identity, is 

entitled to fundamental rights. A major turning 

point came with the landmark judgment in 

NALSA v. Union of India, where the Supreme 

Court recognized transgender persons as a “third 

gender” and affirmed their right to self-

identification. The judgment also directed the 

government to treat transgender persons as 

socially and educationally backward classes and 

to extend reservations and welfare measures. 

This legal recognition laid the groundwork for 

subsequent policies and schemes aimed at their 

inclusion. 

2. The Transgender Persons (Protection 

of Rights) Act, 2019: The most comprehensive 

legislative framework addressing transgender 

issues is the Transgender Persons (Protection of 

Rights) Act, 2019. The Act prohibits 

discrimination against transgender persons in 

areas such as education, employment, healthcare, 

housing, and access to public services. It also 

provides for the right to self-perceived gender 

identity, although it requires certification from a 

district magistrate, which has been widely 

debated. The Act mandates the establishment of 

welfare measures, rehabilitation programs, and 
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inclusive policies. While it represents a 

significant step toward legal protection, critics 

argue that certain provisions—particularly the 

certification process—limit the autonomy of 

transgender individuals and create bureaucratic 

hurdles. 

3. Transgender Persons (Protection of 

Rights) Rules, 2020: To operationalize the 2019 

Act, the government introduced the Transgender 

Persons (Protection of Rights) Rules, 2020. 

These rules provide detailed procedures for 

obtaining a transgender identity certificate and 

outline welfare measures in areas such as 

healthcare, education, and social security. The 

rules emphasize the role of state governments in 

implementing schemes and creating inclusive 

infrastructure. However, the effectiveness of 

these rules largely depends on their 

implementation at the grassroots level, which 

remains uneven across states. 

4. National Council for Transgender 

Persons (NCTP): The government established 

the National Council for Transgender Persons as 

a statutory body to advise, monitor, and evaluate 

policies related to transgender welfare. The 

Council includes representatives from various 

ministries, state governments, and transgender 

communities. Its primary role is to ensure 

coordination among different stakeholders and to 

address grievances. While the formation of such 

a body is a positive step, its impact has been 

limited due to irregular meetings, lack of 

transparency, and inadequate representation of 

grassroots voices. 

5. SMILE Scheme (Support for 

Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood and 

Enterprise): One of the key welfare initiatives is 

the SMILE Scheme launched by the Ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment. This scheme 

aims to provide comprehensive rehabilitation for 

transgender persons through: 

Skill development and vocational training 

Livelihood support 

Shelter homes (Garima Greh) 

Healthcare and counseling services 

The scheme reflects a shift toward economic 

empowerment and social inclusion. However, its 

reach is still limited, and awareness among 

transgender communities remains low, which 

restricts its overall effectiveness. 

6. Garima Greh (Shelter Homes for 

Transgender Persons): Under the SMILE 

scheme, the government has established Garima 

Greh to provide safe and secure housing for 

transgender individuals who are homeless or 

have been rejected by their families. These 

shelter homes aim to offer basic amenities, 

psychological support, and skill training. While 

the initiative addresses a critical need, the 

number of such shelters is insufficient relative to 

the population, and concerns have been raised 

regarding their quality and management. 

7. National Portal for Transgender 

Persons: The government has also launched the 

National Portal for Transgender Persons to 

facilitate online application for identity 

certificates and access to welfare schemes. This 

digital initiative aims to simplify procedures and 

reduce bureaucratic barriers. It represents an 

important step toward transparency and 

accessibility, but digital literacy and access 

issues among marginalized transgender 

populations limit its utility. 

8. State-Level Initiatives: Several state 

governments have introduced their own schemes 

for transgender welfare. For example, states like 

Tamil Nadu and Kerala have been pioneers in 

implementing transgender policies, including 

free gender-affirming surgeries, pension 

schemes, and educational support. Maharashtra 

has also initiated welfare measures, though 

implementation varies. These state-level 

initiatives highlight the importance of localized 

approaches but also reveal disparities in policy 

effectiveness across regions. 

9. Reservation and Affirmative Action 

(Policy Debate): Following the NALSA 

judgment, there has been ongoing discussion 

regarding reservation for transgender persons in 

education and employment. While some states 

have taken steps in this direction, there is no 

uniform national policy ensuring reservation 

benefits. The absence of clear affirmative action 

policies continues to limit opportunities for 

transgender individuals, particularly in the 

formal sector. 

10. Evaluation and Challenges: Despite 

the existence of multiple policies and schemes, 

several challenges hinder their effectiveness. 

These include: 

Lack of awareness among beneficiaries 

Bureaucratic hurdles and complex 

procedures 

Inadequate funding and infrastructure 
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Poor coordination between central and state 

governments 

Social stigma affecting implementation at 

the ground level 

Thus, while India has made significant 

progress in recognizing transgender rights at the 

legal and policy levels, the translation of these 

policies into tangible outcomes remains limited. 

Conclusion: Government policies and 

schemes for transgender persons in India reflect a 

growing recognition of their rights and needs. 

However, the success of these initiatives depends 

largely on effective implementation, awareness 

generation, and social acceptance. A more 

inclusive, participatory, and rights-based 

approach is essential to ensure that transgender 

individuals can fully exercise their human rights 

and achieve meaningful social inclusion. 

Challenges in Implementation of 

Transgender Policies in India: 

1. Lack of Awareness among 

Beneficiaries: One of the most significant 

challenges in the implementation of transgender 

welfare policies is the low level of awareness 

among the target population. A large section of 

transgender persons, especially those living in 

marginalized and informal settings, are not 

adequately informed about their legal rights, 

government schemes, or procedures to access 

benefits. Limited outreach efforts by authorities 

and lack of effective communication strategies 

further widen this gap. As a result, many eligible 

individuals remain excluded from welfare 

programs, rendering policies ineffective at the 

ground level. 

2. Bureaucratic Hurdles and Complex 

Procedures: The process of accessing benefits 

under transgender policies is often complicated 

and bureaucratic. For instance, obtaining identity 

certificates under the Transgender Persons 

(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 involves 

multiple steps, documentation requirements, and 

interactions with administrative authorities. 

These procedures can be intimidating and 

inaccessible, particularly for individuals with low 

literacy levels or without proper documentation. 

Such bureaucratic complexities discourage many 

transgender persons from applying for benefits, 

thereby limiting policy outreach. 

3. Social Stigma Affecting 

Implementation: Deep-rooted social stigma and 

discrimination significantly hinder the effective 

implementation of policies. Even when 

progressive laws exist, societal attitudes often 

remain unchanged, leading to resistance at the 

community and institutional levels. Government 

officials, service providers, and local authorities 

may lack sensitivity or may hold prejudiced 

views, which affects the delivery of services. 

Consequently, transgender persons continue to 

face exclusion and discrimination despite the 

presence of legal safeguards. 

4. Inadequate Funding and Resource 

Allocation: Many transgender welfare schemes 

suffer from insufficient financial resources and 

infrastructure. Limited budget allocation restricts 

the expansion of programs such as shelter homes, 

healthcare services, and skill development 

initiatives. Inadequate funding also affects the 

quality of services provided, resulting in 

substandard facilities and limited coverage. 

Without sustained financial commitment, the 

long-term impact of these policies remains 

minimal. 

5. Weak Institutional Coordination: 

Effective implementation of transgender policies 

requires coordination among multiple 

government departments, including social 

justice, health, education, and labor. However, 

there is often a lack of coordination and clarity in 

roles and responsibilities among these agencies. 

This leads to duplication of efforts, delays, and 

inefficiencies in service delivery. The absence of 

a strong, centralized monitoring mechanism 

further exacerbates the problem, resulting in 

fragmented implementation. 

6. Limited Representation in Decision-

Making: Transgender persons are often excluded 

from policy formulation and decision-making 

processes. Although bodies like the National 

Council for Transgender Persons exist, their 

effectiveness is limited due to inadequate 

representation of grassroots voices. Without 

meaningful participation of transgender 

communities, policies may fail to address their 

actual needs and lived realities. This top-down 

approach reduces the relevance and effectiveness 

of welfare measures. 

7. Digital Divide and Accessibility Issues: 

The introduction of digital platforms, such as 

online portals for identity certification and 

scheme application, has improved administrative 

efficiency. However, many transgender persons 

face barriers in accessing these platforms due to 
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low digital literacy, lack of internet access, and 

absence of necessary devices. This digital divide 

creates an additional layer of exclusion, 

particularly for those in rural or economically 

disadvantaged backgrounds. 

8. Inconsistent Implementation Across 

States: India’s federal structure leads to 

significant variations in the implementation of 

transgender policies across different states. 

While some states have developed progressive 

and comprehensive initiatives, others lag behind 

in both policy formulation and execution. This 

uneven implementation results in regional 

disparities, where the level of support and 

protection available to transgender persons 

depends largely on their geographical location. 

9. Lack of Reliable Data and 

Documentation: Accurate and comprehensive 

data on transgender populations is limited in 

India. This lack of reliable data makes it difficult 

for policymakers to design targeted interventions 

and allocate resources effectively. It also 

hampers monitoring and evaluation processes, as 

the impact of policies cannot be adequately 

measured. The invisibility of transgender persons 

in official statistics further contributes to their 

marginalization. 

10. Gap between Legal Provisions and 

Ground Reality: Perhaps the most critical 

challenge is the persistent gap between 

progressive legal provisions and their actual 

implementation. While landmark judgments like 

NALSA v. Union of India and subsequent 

legislation have established a strong legal 

framework, their translation into real-life 

improvements remains limited. Structural 

inequalities, social attitudes, and administrative 

inefficiencies continue to hinder the realization 

of rights, resulting in a situation where legal 

recognition does not necessarily lead to 

substantive equality. 

Conclusion: The challenges in 

implementing transgender policies in India 

highlight the complexity of translating legal and 

policy frameworks into tangible outcomes. These 

challenges are not merely administrative but are 

deeply rooted in social, economic, and 

institutional structures. Addressing them requires 

a holistic approach that combines effective 

governance, adequate resource allocation, 

community participation, and societal 

transformation. 

Suggestions and Policy Recommendations 

1. Strengthening Awareness and 

Outreach Programs: A comprehensive 

awareness strategy is essential to ensure that 

transgender persons are informed about their 

rights and available welfare schemes. 

Government agencies should collaborate with 

civil society organizations, community leaders, 

and local bodies to conduct regular awareness 

campaigns in both urban and rural areas. 

Information should be disseminated in accessible 

formats and regional languages to maximize 

reach. Community-based outreach, especially 

through transgender-led organizations, can 

significantly improve participation and trust in 

government initiatives. 

2. Simplification of Administrative 

Procedures: To enhance accessibility, the 

procedures for obtaining identity certificates and 

accessing welfare schemes under the 

Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 

2019 should be simplified. Bureaucratic hurdles 

must be minimized by reducing documentation 

requirements and introducing single-window 

systems. Digitization should be complemented 

with offline support mechanisms to ensure 

inclusion of individuals with limited digital 

access. Transparent and time-bound processes 

will encourage greater participation and reduce 

exclusion. 

3. Promoting Inclusive Education: The 

education system must be reformed to create a 

safe and inclusive environment for transgender 

students. This includes the introduction of 

gender-sensitive curricula, anti-bullying policies, 

and the provision of gender-neutral facilities in 

schools and colleges. Scholarships, reservations, 

and special support programs should be 

introduced to encourage higher enrollment and 

retention. Teacher training programs should 

incorporate gender sensitization to foster 

acceptance and inclusivity within educational 

institutions. 

4. Enhancing Employment Opportunities 

and Economic Inclusion: Economic 

empowerment is critical for reducing 

marginalization. The government should promote 

skill development and vocational training 

programs specifically designed for transgender 

persons. Public and private sector organizations 

must be encouraged to adopt inclusive hiring 

practices through incentives and anti-
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discrimination regulations. Additionally, access 

to credit, entrepreneurship schemes, and self-

employment opportunities should be expanded to 

support financial independence and reduce 

reliance on informal occupations. 

5. Improving Healthcare Access and 

Sensitization: The healthcare system must be 

strengthened to address the specific needs of 

transgender individuals. This includes 

establishing dedicated transgender health clinics, 

ensuring availability of gender-affirming 

treatments in public hospitals, and subsidizing 

medical costs. Medical professionals should 

undergo mandatory sensitization training to 

eliminate discriminatory practices. Mental health 

services must also be expanded to address issues 

such as depression, anxiety, and trauma resulting 

from social exclusion. 

6. Expanding Shelter and Housing 

Facilities: To address housing insecurity, the 

government should expand initiatives such as 

Garima Greh and ensure their availability across 

all states. Affordable housing schemes should 

include provisions for transgender persons, and 

strict measures must be implemented to prevent 

discrimination in rental housing. Safe and 

inclusive living environments are essential for 

ensuring dignity and security. 

7. Strengthening Institutional 

Mechanisms: Institutions such as the National 

Council for Transgender Persons should be 

empowered with greater authority, resources, and 

accountability mechanisms. Regular monitoring, 

evaluation, and public reporting of policy 

outcomes should be mandated. Effective 

coordination among various government 

departments is necessary to ensure integrated 

service delivery. Establishing grievance redressal 

systems will also help address issues faced by 

transgender persons in accessing benefits. 

8. Ensuring Community Participation: 

Policy formulation and implementation should 

adopt a participatory approach by actively 

involving transgender persons and their 

organizations. Representation at all levels of 

decision-making will ensure that policies reflect 

the actual needs and aspirations of the 

community. Grassroots participation enhances 

the relevance, effectiveness, and sustainability of 

welfare programs. 

9. Addressing Intersectional Inequalities: 

Policies must recognize and address the 

intersectional nature of discrimination faced by 

transgender persons, particularly those belonging 

to marginalized castes, religions, or economically 

weaker sections. Targeted interventions should 

be designed to support the most vulnerable 

groups within the transgender community. An 

intersectional approach will ensure more 

equitable and inclusive outcomes. 

10. Strengthening Data Collection and 

Research: Reliable data is crucial for effective 

policy planning and evaluation. The government 

should improve data collection mechanisms by 

including transgender categories in national 

surveys, censuses, and administrative records. 

Collaboration with academic institutions and 

research organizations can enhance evidence-

based policymaking. Regular impact assessments 

will help identify gaps and improve the 

effectiveness of existing schemes. 

Conclusion of Recommendations: The 

effective inclusion of transgender persons in 

Indian society requires a multi-dimensional and 

rights-based approach that goes beyond legal 

recognition. While significant progress has been 

made in policy formulation, the focus must now 

shift toward implementation, accountability, and 

social transformation. By addressing structural 

barriers, promoting inclusivity, and ensuring 

active participation of transgender communities, 

India can move closer to achieving genuine 

equality, dignity, and human rights for all. 

Final Conclusion: The present study on 

“Social Marginalization and Human Rights of 

Transgender Persons in India: Issues, Policies, 

and Challenges” highlights the persistent and 

structural marginalization faced by transgender 

communities despite progressive legal and policy 

developments. The analysis clearly demonstrates 

that social exclusion of transgender persons is 

not merely an outcome of individual prejudice 

but is deeply rooted in institutional structures, 

cultural norms, and historical injustices that 

continue to shape their lived realities. 

The recognition of transgender persons as a 

“third gender” in the landmark judgment of 

NALSA v. Union of India and the enactment of 

the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) 

Act, 2019 represent significant milestones in 

India’s journey toward inclusivity and human 

rights protection. These developments have 

provided a formal framework for equality, 

dignity, and non-discrimination. However, the 
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findings of this study reveal a substantial gap 

between legal recognition and actual realization 

of rights. Transgender persons continue to face 

exclusion in education, employment, healthcare, 

housing, and social participation, which limits 

their access to opportunities and perpetuates 

cycles of poverty and vulnerability. 

The study further underscores that 

government policies and welfare schemes, 

although well-intentioned, suffer from critical 

challenges such as lack of awareness, 

bureaucratic complexities, insufficient funding, 

and weak institutional coordination. Social 

stigma and entrenched gender norms continue to 

hinder effective implementation, making it 

difficult for transgender individuals to fully 

benefit from these initiatives. Moreover, the 

absence of adequate representation in decision-

making processes and the lack of reliable data 

further contribute to policy inefficiencies and 

exclusion. 

From a theoretical perspective, the 

integration of social exclusion and human rights 

frameworks provides a comprehensive 

understanding of the issue. Social exclusion 

explains the processes and structures that 

marginalize transgender persons, while human 

rights theory offers a normative basis for 

evaluating these injustices and advocating for 

equality and dignity. This combined approach 

highlights the need for moving beyond symbolic 

recognition toward substantive equality, where 

rights are not only guaranteed in law but are also 

realized in practice. 

The study concludes that achieving genuine 

inclusion of transgender persons in India requires 

a holistic and multi-dimensional approach. Legal 

reforms must be complemented by effective 

implementation, social awareness, and 

institutional accountability. Policies should be 

inclusive, participatory, and sensitive to the 

intersectional nature of discrimination faced by 

transgender individuals. Greater emphasis must 

be placed on education, employment, healthcare, 

and social security, along with efforts to 

transform societal attitudes and promote 

acceptance. 

In conclusion, the question of transgender 

rights in India is fundamentally a question of 

social justice and human dignity. Ensuring their 

inclusion is not merely a matter of welfare but a 

constitutional and moral imperative. The 

progress made so far is significant, but much 

remains to be done. A sustained commitment 

from the state, civil society, and the community 

at large is essential to create an inclusive society 

where transgender persons can live with equality, 

dignity, and full realization of their human rights. 
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Abstract: Theatre Studies in Hindi literature and performing arts has played a significant role in 

shaping Indian cultural consciousness and social awareness. Hindi theatre is not merely a medium of 

entertainment; it is an artistic, literary, and social institution that reflects the changing realities of 

Indian society through dramatic representation. From ancient Sanskrit theatrical traditions to 

modern experimental stage performances, Hindi theatre has evolved continuously by adapting itself to 

social, political, cultural, and technological transformations. This study attempts to examine the 

historical development, literary richness, social relevance, and contemporary challenges of Hindi 

theatre in a comprehensive manner. 

The roots of Hindi theatre can be traced back to ancient Indian dramatic traditions, especially 

the influence of Sanskrit drama represented by classical playwrights like Kalidasa and Bhasa. Folk 

theatrical forms such as Nautanki, Ramleela, Rasleela, Swang, Bhavai, and Tamasha also contributed 

significantly to the development of Hindi stage performance. These folk forms helped theatre remain 

connected with common people and rural culture. During the medieval period, devotional movements 

and regional performance traditions further enriched theatrical expression in northern India. 

 

Introduction: Theatre Studies occupies a 

significant place in Indian cultural history and 

literary tradition. Among various regional 

theatrical traditions of India, Hindi theatre has 

emerged as one of the most influential and 

socially relevant forms of dramatic expression. It 

reflects the emotions, aspirations, struggles, and 

transformations of society through live 

performance, dialogue, music, movement, and 

stagecraft. Hindi theatre is not only an artistic 

medium of entertainment but also a powerful 

instrument for education, social awareness, 

cultural preservation, and political expression. 

The present study aims to explore the historical 

growth, literary development, social relevance, 

and contemporary status of Hindi theatre in a 

detailed and analytical manner. 

The tradition of Indian theatre is one of the 

oldest in the world. The roots of Hindi theatre 

can be traced back to ancient Sanskrit drama and 

classical Indian aesthetics described in the 

Natyashastra written by Bharata Muni. The 

Natyashastra is regarded as the foundation of 

Indian dramatic theory and performance. It 

explains the principles of acting, stage design, 

music, dance, emotions, and dramatic 

composition. Ancient dramatists such as 

Kalidasa, Bhasa, and Shudraka contributed 

immensely to the development of Indian drama. 

Their dramatic traditions later influenced the 

evolution of regional theatres, including Hindi 

theatre. 

Hindi theatre developed not only from 

classical traditions but also from rich folk 

performance forms practiced across North India. 

Folk traditions such as Nautanki, Swang, 

Ramleela, Rasleela, Bhavai, Tamasha, and other 

local performance arts played an important role 

in connecting theatre with ordinary people. These 

folk performances combined music, storytelling, 

humour, religion, and social commentary, 

making theatre accessible even to illiterate 

audiences. Through these forms, theatre became 

a living part of Indian social and cultural life. 

The emergence of modern Hindi theatre is 

closely associated with the nineteenth-century 

cultural and literary awakening in India. During 

the British colonial period, Indian society 

witnessed social reform movements, national 

consciousness, and the growth of modern 

education. In this period, Bharatendu 

Harishchandra made a revolutionary contribution 

to Hindi drama and theatre. He is considered the 

father of modern Hindi theatre because he 

introduced realism, nationalism, and social 

criticism into dramatic writing. His famous plays 

such as Andher Nagari and Bharat Durdasha 

exposed corruption, exploitation, and the 

weaknesses of society and governance. 

Bharatendu transformed Hindi theatre into a 

medium of social reform and national 

awakening. 

In the early twentieth century, Hindi theatre 

experienced further literary and artistic 

development. Dramatists like Jaishankar Prasad 
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introduced poetic and historical drama into Hindi 

literature. His plays emphasized Indian cultural 

heritage, philosophy, and emotional depth. Later, 

modern playwrights such as Mohan Rakesh, 

Dharamvir Bharati, Badal Sircar, and Habib 

Tanvir expanded the scope of Hindi theatre by 

introducing realism, psychological conflict, 

existential themes, and experimental stage 

techniques. Their works reflected the tensions of 

modern life, changing family relationships, social 

inequality, and the crisis of human identity. 

Another important dimension discussed in 

this study is the relationship between Hindi 

theatre and cinema. With the rise of Indian 

cinema and digital entertainment, theatre faced 

challenges in attracting audiences. However, 

theatre continues to maintain its uniqueness 

because of its live interaction, immediacy, and 

emotional depth. Contemporary Hindi theatre 

groups are now using modern technology, 

multimedia presentation, and digital promotion 

to reconnect with younger audiences. 

Choice of subject :The selection of the 

topic “Hindi Theatre: A Study” has been made 

due to the immense literary, cultural, social, and 

artistic importance of Theatre Studies in Indian 

society. Theatre is one of the oldest and most 

effective forms of human expression. Since 

ancient times, dramatic performances have 

served not only as a source of entertainment but 

also as a medium of education, moral instruction, 

social awareness, and cultural preservation. 

Among the various theatrical traditions of India, 

Hindi theatre occupies a special place because it 

reflects the language, emotions, struggles, 

traditions, and aspirations of a large section of 

Indian society. 

The researcher has chosen this subject 

because Hindi theatre is deeply connected with 

the cultural heritage and social realities of India. 

Hindi plays and theatrical performances portray 

human emotions, social conflicts, political 

conditions, family relationships, moral dilemmas, 

and psychological struggles in a realistic and 

impactful manner. Through dialogues, acting, 

music, movement, and stage presentation, theatre 

creates a direct emotional connection between 

performers and audiences. This unique quality 

makes Hindi theatre an important area of 

academic and cultural study. 

Another important reason for selecting this 

topic is the historical significance of Hindi 

theatre. The roots of Hindi drama can be traced 

back to ancient Sanskrit theatrical traditions 

described in the Natyashastra of Bharata Muni. 

Over time, Indian theatrical traditions developed 

through folk forms such as Nautanki, Swang, 

Ramleela, Rasleela, and Tamasha. These folk 

traditions kept theatre closely associated with 

ordinary people and rural life. Later, during the 

nineteenth century, modern Hindi theatre 

emerged as a powerful medium of social reform 

and national awakening under the leadership of 

Bharatendu Harishchandra. His contribution 

inspired the researcher to understand how theatre 

became a tool for criticizing social evils, political 

corruption, and colonial exploitation. 

The researcher also found this subject 

important because Hindi theatre has played a 

significant role in social transformation. Theatre 

has always reflected the changing conditions of 

society and has raised important issues such as 

poverty, gender inequality, caste discrimination, 

illiteracy, exploitation, unemployment, 

communalism, and moral decline. Through 

dramatic representation, playwrights and theatre 

artists have attempted to awaken social 

consciousness and encourage people to think 

critically about social realities. Therefore, 

studying Hindi theatre helps in understanding not 

only literature and art but also the structure and 

functioning of society itself. 

The contributions of famous Hindi 

playwrights and theatre directors also influenced 

the choice of this subject. Writers such as 

Jaishankar Prasad, Mohan Rakesh, Dharamvir 

Bharati, Habib Tanvir, and Badal Sircar 

introduced new themes, modern techniques, and 

experimental approaches into Hindi theatre. 

Their works deal with human psychology, 

identity crisis, family conflicts, social injustice, 

existential problems, and cultural values. The 

researcher became interested in studying how 

these dramatists transformed Hindi theatre from 

a traditional literary form into a dynamic and 

socially engaged performing art. 

Another major reason behind choosing this 

topic is the contemporary relevance of theatre. In 

the modern age, cinema, television, and digital 

media have become dominant forms of 

entertainment. As a result, theatre faces serious 

challenges such as declining audiences, 

commercialization, lack of financial support, and 

limited infrastructure. Despite these difficulties, 
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Hindi theatre continues to survive and evolve 

because of its live performance, emotional 

immediacy, and interactive nature. The 

researcher aims to study how contemporary 

Hindi theatre adapts itself to modern conditions 

while preserving its traditional artistic values. 

Objectives of Study: 1) To study the 

historical development of Hindi theatre. 2) To 

analyze the contribution of major playwrights in 

Hindi theatre. 3) To examine the social and 

cultural significance of Hindi theatre. 4) To study 

the themes and techniques used in Hindi 

dramatic performances. 5) To evaluate the 

contemporary challenges and relevance of Hindi 

theatre. 

Assumptions: 1) Hindi theatre has 

developed significantly through different 

historical periods. 2) Major playwrights have 

played an important role in the growth of Hindi 

theatre. 3) Hindi theatre reflects the social and 

cultural conditions of Indian society. 4) Various 

themes and dramatic techniques have influenced 

Hindi theatrical performances. 5) Despite 

modern challenges, Hindi theatre continues to 

remain socially and culturally relevant. 

Research Methodology: Information 

Collection, Field Study, Analytical Methods, 

Statistical Information, Conclusions and 

Recommendations. 

Subject Analysis:  Theatre Studies is one 

of the oldest and most influential forms of artistic 

expression in human civilization. Among the 

various regional theatrical traditions of India, 

Hindi theatre occupies a significant position 

because of its deep connection with Indian 

culture, literature, society, and public life. Hindi 

theatre is not limited only to dramatic 

entertainment; rather, it functions as a powerful 

medium of communication, education, social 

awareness, and cultural representation. The 

subject “Hindi Theatre: A Study” provides an 

opportunity to examine the historical evolution, 

literary contribution, social relevance, artistic 

techniques, and contemporary status of Hindi 

theatre in a detailed and analytical manner. 

The subject of Hindi theatre is broad and 

multidimensional because it combines literature, 

performance, music, acting, stagecraft, 

psychology, sociology, and cultural studies. 

Theatre is different from other literary forms 

because it is not merely read but performed 

before a live audience. It transforms written 

dramatic texts into visual and emotional 

experiences through acting, dialogue, gestures, 

lighting, costumes, music, and stage design. 

Therefore, the study of Hindi theatre involves 

both literary analysis and performance analysis. 

The origins of Hindi theatre can be traced 

back to ancient Indian dramatic traditions. The 

influence of Sanskrit drama and the principles 

laid down in the Natyashastra by Bharata Muni 

form the foundation of Indian theatrical theory. 

The Natyashastra discusses various aspects of 

theatre such as acting, emotions, gestures, music, 

stage construction, costumes, and audience 

response. Ancient dramatists like Kalidasa and 

Bhasa greatly influenced later dramatic 

traditions. The study of Hindi theatre therefore 

includes understanding the continuity between 

classical Sanskrit theatre and modern Hindi 

drama. 

Folk theatre traditions also form an essential 

part of Hindi theatre analysis. Folk forms such as 

Nautanki, Swang, Ramleela, Rasleela, Tamasha, 

and Bhavai played a major role in bringing 

theatre closer to ordinary people. These forms 

combined storytelling, music, humour, religion, 

dance, and social satire. Folk theatre preserved 

local culture and traditions while also serving as 

a medium of public communication and moral 

instruction. The analysis of Hindi theatre requires 

examining how these folk traditions influenced 

modern dramatic forms and stage performance. 

Modern Hindi theatre emerged during the 

nineteenth century under the influence of social 

reform movements, modern education, and 

national consciousness during British colonial 

rule. Bharatendu Harishchandra made a 

revolutionary contribution to Hindi drama by 

introducing realism, patriotism, and social 

criticism. His plays highlighted corruption, 

exploitation, blind governance, and the condition 

of Indian society under colonial rule. The subject 

analysis of Hindi theatre involves studying how 

theatre became a medium for social awakening 

and political expression during this period. 

Historical Development of Hindi Theatre: 

The historical development of Hindi theatre can 

be divided into different phases, each 

contributing to its richness and diversity. Ancient 

Indian drama, especially Sanskrit theatre 

represented by playwrights like Kalidasa and 

Bhasa, laid the foundation for dramatic traditions 

in India. Although Hindi theatre emerged much 
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later, it inherited many artistic elements such as 

music, dance, symbolism, and emotional 

expression from Sanskrit drama. 

During the medieval period, folk theatre 

forms became popular in northern India. 

Ramleela and Rasleela performances based on 

religious stories attracted large audiences and 

preserved theatrical traditions among rural 

communities. These performances combined 

devotion, storytelling, music, and acting, making 

theatre accessible to ordinary people. 

The modern phase of Hindi theatre began in 

the nineteenth century during British colonial 

rule. Western education and contact with 

European drama influenced Indian writers and 

intellectuals. Bharatendu Harishchandra is 

regarded as the father of modern Hindi theatre 

because he introduced realistic themes and social 

criticism in Hindi drama. His plays highlighted 

issues such as social injustice, poverty, and 

national identity. 

In the twentieth century, Hindi theatre 

expanded rapidly with the emergence of 

playwrights like Mohan Rakesh, Dharamvir 

Bharati, and Habib Tanvir. Institutions such as 

National School of Drama promoted professional 

theatre training and experimentation. As a result, 

Hindi theatre became an important cultural 

movement that continues to influence Indian 

society today. 

Major Playwrights and Their 

Contributions: Hindi theatre has been enriched 

by the contributions of several playwrights who 

brought originality, creativity, and social 

relevance to dramatic literature. Bharatendu 

Harishchandra was among the earliest dramatists 

who modernized Hindi theatre. His famous plays 

such as Andher Nagari criticized corruption, 

political disorder, and social injustice. Through 

satire and realistic dialogue, he encouraged social 

reform and national consciousness. 

Another important figure was Jaishankar 

Prasad, who introduced historical and 

philosophical themes in Hindi drama. His plays 

combined poetic beauty with deep emotional and 

psychological understanding. Works such as 

Skandagupta and Chandragupta reflected India’s 

glorious past and inspired feelings of patriotism. 

In the post-independence period, Mohan 

Rakesh brought realism and modern sensibility 

to Hindi theatre. His famous play Aadhe Adhure 

explored the conflicts and frustrations of middle-

class family life. He focused on individual 

psychology, broken relationships, and urban 

alienation. His works marked the beginning of 

modern Hindi drama. 

Habib Tanvir contributed greatly by 

blending folk traditions with modern theatre 

techniques. His plays used local dialects, music, 

and rural performers to create socially 

meaningful performances. Similarly, Dharamvir 

Bharati wrote Andha Yug, a symbolic play based 

on the Mahabharata that reflected the moral crisis 

after war and violence. These playwrights 

transformed Hindi theatre into a powerful 

medium of artistic and social expression. 

Themes and Characteristics of Hindi 

Theatre: Hindi theatre is known for its diversity 

of themes and artistic characteristics. One of its 

major features is its close connection with 

society and human life. Hindi plays often focus 

on social issues such as poverty, caste 

discrimination, gender inequality, 

unemployment, corruption, and family conflict. 

Through dramatic performances, playwrights 

attempt to create awareness and encourage social 

change. 

Another important characteristic of Hindi 

theatre is realism. Modern dramatists present 

ordinary human experiences, emotional 

struggles, and psychological conflicts in a 

realistic manner. Unlike mythological dramas, 

contemporary Hindi theatre deals with practical 

issues faced by common people in everyday life. 

This realism helps audiences relate closely to the 

characters and situations. 

Hindi theatre also combines traditional and 

modern elements. Folk theatre traditions such as 

Nautanki, Tamasha, and Ramleela continue to 

influence staging, music, costumes, and 

storytelling techniques. At the same time, 

modern theatre uses advanced lighting, stage 

design, sound effects, and experimental acting 

styles. This combination creates a unique 

theatrical identity. 

Social and Cultural Impact of Hindi 

Theatre: Hindi theatre has played an important 

role in shaping Indian society and culture. Since 

its early development, theatre has been used as a 

medium for spreading social awareness and 

promoting reform. Many playwrights addressed 

social evils such as child marriage, dowry, 

untouchability, illiteracy, and gender 

discrimination. Through powerful dialogues and 
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emotional performances, theatre encouraged 

audiences to think critically about social 

problems. 

During the Indian freedom movement, 

Hindi theatre became a tool for national 

awakening and political resistance. Dramatists 

used plays to inspire patriotism and unity among 

people. Historical and mythological themes were 

often presented in ways that indirectly criticized 

British colonial rule. Theatre performances 

helped spread nationalist ideas among both urban 

and rural populations. 

Hindi theatre has also contributed to cultural 

preservation. Folk theatre traditions continue to 

preserve regional languages, music, dance, 

costumes, and storytelling styles. These 

performances strengthen cultural identity and 

maintain connections with local traditions. At the 

same time, modern Hindi theatre promotes 

cultural exchange by incorporating global 

theatrical techniques and themes. 

The educational value of Hindi theatre is 

equally significant. Theatre develops creativity, 

communication skills, teamwork, and emotional 

understanding. Educational institutions often use 

dramatic activities to improve students’ 

confidence and personality development. 

Moreover, theatre encourages dialogue on 

contemporary issues such as environmental 

protection, human rights, and social justice. 

Challenges and Future of Hindi Theatre: 

Despite its rich tradition and cultural 

significance, Hindi theatre faces several 

challenges in the modern era. One of the major 

problems is the declining audience for live 

theatre performances. The rapid growth of 

cinema, television, and digital entertainment 

platforms has reduced public interest in stage 

performances. People often prefer easily 

accessible visual entertainment rather than 

attending theatre shows. 

Financial difficulties are another major 

challenge. Many theatre groups struggle due to 

lack of funding, limited sponsorship, and 

inadequate government support. Maintaining 

theatre halls, costumes, stage equipment, and 

training programs requires significant financial 

resources. As a result, many talented artists face 

economic insecurity and limited career 

opportunities. 

Another challenge is the shortage of modern 

infrastructure and professional training facilities 

in smaller cities and rural areas. Although 

institutions like National School of Drama 

provide professional education, access to quality 

training remains limited for many aspiring artists. 

In addition, language diversity and changing 

audience preferences create difficulties in 

attracting younger generations to Hindi theatre. 

However, the future of Hindi theatre also 

offers new opportunities. Experimental theatre, 

street plays, and digital performances are helping 

theatre reach wider audiences. Social media and 

online platforms allow artists to promote their 

work and connect with viewers globally. 

Contemporary playwrights are exploring new 

themes such as mental health, urbanization, 

feminism, and technological change. 
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Abstract: This paper examines the sociological impact of digital transformation in rural India, 

focusing on the restructuring of traditional social institutions such as caste, family, kinship, and 

gender relations. In recent years, digitalization has emerged as a powerful catalyst of social change, 

penetrating even remote rural areas and redefining patterns of interaction, communication, and 

economic activity. Using a qualitative research design based on secondary data, this study explores 

how the transition from a traditional agrarian society to a digitally connected network society is 

reshaping rural life. 

The analysis highlights that digital technologies have significantly contributed to increased 

access to information, improved governance through transparency, and enhanced opportunities for 

education and economic participation. At the same time, the study critically examines emerging 

challenges such as the digital divide, cyber-patriarchy, and new forms of social inequality rooted in 

differential access to technology and digital literacy. Theoretical perspectives from key sociologists 

help explain the interplay between technological advancement and cultural adaptation. 

The findings suggest that while digitalization fosters empowerment and social mobility, it also 

generates cultural tensions and structural disparities. Therefore, the paper emphasizes the need for 

inclusive digital policies and awareness to ensure equitable and sustainable rural development. 

Keywords: rural sociology, digitalization, social mobility, caste dynamics, network society, 

Digital India, social stratification. 

 

1. Introduction: The Indian rural landscape 

is currently witnessing a 'Silent Revolution.' For 

decades, rural sociology focused on the 'Village 

Community' as a self-contained, stable social 

system. However, the 21st-century digital wave 

has shattered these boundaries. “Digitalization, 

the integration of digital technologies” into 

everyday life has altered how rural inhabitants 

communicate, work, and relate to one another. 

Sociologically, this transformation is 

significant because it challenges the traditional 

"space-time" constraints of rural life. When a 

farmer in a remote village uses a smartphone to 

check market prices or a student attends a virtual 

classroom, they are participating in a global 

social structure. This paper aims to analyze these 

structural shifts through the lens of modern 

sociological thought. 

2. Objectives of the Study: 1. To study the 

impact of digitalization on the traditional social 

structure of rural India, particularly caste 

dynamics, family patterns, and kinship relations. 

2. To analyze the role of digital technology in 

promoting social mobility, economic 

empowerment, and educational opportunities 

among rural populations. 3. To examine the 

influence of digitalization on gender relations 

and the empowerment of rural women, along 

with the emerging challenges of cyber-patriarchy 

and digital inequality. 4. To evaluate the extent 

and consequences of the digital divide in rural 

India and its effect on new forms of social 

stratification and exclusion. 

3. Research Methodology: This study is 

an analytical and descriptive research design 

based on secondary data sources. To ensure a 

comprehensive analysis, the following sources 

were consulted: 1. Academic journals and books 

on Rural Sociology and Technology. 2.  Reports 

from the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) 

and TRAI (latest available reports). 3.  Census 

data and digital literacy surveys conducted by 

various NGOs. 4.  Case studies on the 'Digital 

India' mission’s impact at the grassroots level. 

Nature: qualitative  

Method: secondary data analysis 

4. Theoretical Perspectives on 

Digitalization: The process of digitalization in 

rural India cannot be understood only as a 

technological transformation; rather, it represents 

a deep sociological shift affecting culture, 

identity, power relations, and patterns of social 

interaction. Several sociological theories help 

explain these structural and cultural changes. 

 William Ogburn’s Theory of “Cultural 

Lag”: American sociologist William F. Ogburn 

http://www.sjifactor.com/


Volume – 15, Issue - 01, January - June, 2026/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor – 8.045 

  Singal Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / Page 32 

 

introduced the concept of Cultural Lag to explain 

the imbalance between material and non-material 

culture. According to Ogburn, material culture 

such as technology, machines, and infrastructure 

changes rapidly, while non-material culture such 

as beliefs, customs, traditions, and social norms 

changes slowly. This theory is highly relevant to 

rural India. Smartphones, affordable internet 

services, digital payment systems, and 5G 

connectivity have reached villages at an 

unprecedented speed.  

However, traditional rural values, caste 

norms, patriarchal attitudes, and community-

based social controls have not adapted equally 

fast. As a result, a cultural gap has emerged 

between technological advancement and social 

adaptation. For example, rural youth are 

increasingly exposed to global lifestyles, modern 

education, and individualistic values through 

social media platforms such as WhatsApp, 

YouTube, Instagram, and Facebook.  

In contrast, the older generation often 

continues to uphold traditional expectations 

related to caste hierarchy, gender roles, and 

family authority. This mismatch creates tension 

within households and communities. The concept 

also explains the growing sense of anomie, a 

condition of normlessness, described by Émile 

Durkheim. Elderly villagers often experience 

confusion and insecurity because the old-style 

social order that once guided village life is 

gradually weakening. Thus, digitalization is not 

merely changing communication patterns; it is 

reshaping the moral and cultural foundations of 

rural society. 

Manuel Castells’ Theory of the “Network 

Society”: Sociologist Manuel Castells argues 

that contemporary society is organized around 

networks rather than traditional social groups. In 

his theory of the Network Society, information 

and communication technologies become the 

central forces shaping economic, political, and 

cultural life. In rural India, digitalization has 

transformed villages from geographically 

isolated communities into interconnected digital 

networks. Earlier, kinship ties and local 

interactions were limited by physical distance. 

Today, mobile phones and internet platforms 

allow villagers to maintain continuous contact 

with relatives working in cities or abroad. 

This transformation has reduced the 

importance of physical proximity. Information 

regarding government schemes, market prices, 

educational opportunities, and employment can 

now travel instantly across villages through 

digital networks. Farmers use WhatsApp groups 

to discuss crop diseases and weather forecasts, 

while students access online learning resources 

beyond the village environment. Castells’ 

framework also explains how social relationships 

are increasingly mediated through digital 

platforms. Rural identity is no longer shaped 

solely by local caste groups or village councils; it 

is increasingly influenced by national and global 

digital communities. Thus, rural society is 

shifting from a localized social order to a 

digitally connected social structure. 

Pierre Bourdieu’s Concept of Cultural 

and Social Capital: French sociologist Pierre 

Bourdieu emphasized that social inequality is 

maintained through different forms of capital, 

particularly cultural capital and social capital. 

Cultural capital includes education, language 

skills, and knowledge that provide social 

advantages, while social capital refers to 

networks and social connections that help 

individuals gain opportunities. In contemporary 

rural India, digital literacy has emerged as a new 

form of cultural capital.  

Individuals who possess technological 

knowledge such as operating smartphones, using 

online banking, accessing government portals, or 

understanding digital communication gain higher 

social recognition and economic opportunities. 

Young villagers with digital skills often become 

intermediaries between the state and rural 

society. They assist others in accessing online 

services such as Aadhaar updates, scholarship 

applications, land records, and digital payments.  

Consequently, digital competence has 

become a source of prestige and influence within 

village communities. Similarly, social media 

platforms create new forms of social capital. 

Rural entrepreneurs, students, and activists can 

build networks beyond their local environment. 

Access to wider digital networks increases 

employment opportunities, political awareness, 

and social mobility. Therefore, digitalization is 

not only changing technology usage but also 

redefining status, power, and social hierarchy in 

rural India. 

5. Impact on Caste and Power 

Structures: Caste has historically been the 

foundation of social stratification in rural India. 
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Traditional village society was characterized by 

unequal access to resources, education, political 

power, and information. However, digitalization 

is gradually challenging these hierarchical 

structures and creating new possibilities for 

social mobility and democratization. 

Breakdown of Informational Monopoly: 

Traditionally, dominant castes-controlled access 

to information related to government policies, 

legal procedures, agricultural markets, and 

educational opportunities. Lower castes and 

marginalized communities depended heavily on 

village elites, local officials, and intermediaries 

for guidance. Digitalization has weakened this 

informational monopoly. Platforms such as 

YouTube, Google, and government portals like 

e-Gram Swaraj provide direct access to 

information regardless of caste identity. Villagers 

can independently learn about welfare schemes, 

legal rights, agricultural technologies, and 

employment opportunities.  

This transformation reduces dependence on 

upper-caste intermediaries and increases 

awareness among marginalized groups. 

Information has become more decentralized and 

accessible, contributing to greater social equality. 

E-Governance and Transparency: The 

introduction of e-governance initiatives has 

significantly altered rural power relations. The 

digitization of land records, online grievance 

systems, and Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) 

mechanisms has reduced corruption and 

bureaucratic manipulation. Earlier, dominant 

caste groups and local middlemen often 

exercised control over state resources. Villagers 

depended on them for access to subsidies, 

pensions, and welfare benefits.  

Digital systems now transfer benefits 

directly into bank accounts, limiting 

opportunities for exploitation. Similarly, online 

land records have reduced disputes and 

manipulation by powerful local actors. 

Transparency in governance has contributed to a 

more merit-based and accountable administrative 

structure. 

 Dalit and Tribal Mobilization: Digital 

media has become an important platform for 

Dalit and tribal activism. Social networking sites 

enable marginalized communities to share 

experiences of discrimination, circulate literature 

related to social justice, and organize collective 

action. Through WhatsApp groups, Facebook 

pages, and YouTube channels, rural activists 

create awareness regarding constitutional rights, 

reservation policies, and social equality 

movements.  

Digital platforms also help build a pan-

Indian identity among oppressed groups by 

connecting geographically dispersed 

communities. This digital mobilization weakens 

traditional social isolation and encourages 

political participation among historically 

marginalized populations. 

6. Transformation in Family and 

Kinship: Digitalization has deeply influenced 

family relationships and kinship structures in 

rural India. The traditional joint family system, 

once characterized by co-residence and collective 

decision-making, is undergoing significant 

transformation. 

Virtual Joint Families: Migration from 

rural areas to urban centers for employment has 

historically weakened family bonds. However, 

digital communication technologies have altered 

this process. Video calls, messaging applications, 

and social media platforms allow migrant family 

members to remain actively involved in 

household affairs despite physical distance. 

Decisions related to marriage, agriculture, 

finance, and family rituals are often discussed 

online. This phenomenon has created what 

sociologists may describe as a “Virtual Joint 

Family,” where emotional and social connections 

continue despite geographical separation. 

Marriage and Individual Agency:

 Traditional rural marriages were largely 

arranged through kinship networks and village 

matchmakers. Today, matrimonial websites and 

social media interactions are gradually expanding 

individual choice. Rural youth, especially 

educated women, are gaining greater agency in 

selecting partners and expressing personal 

preferences. Exposure to modern ideas through 

digital media challenges rigid caste and 

community restrictions associated with marriage. 

Although traditional norms continue to influence 

marital decisions, digitalization has introduced 

new spaces for negotiation, autonomy, and 

personal identity. 

 Generation Gap and Domestic 

Authority: A major consequence of 

digitalization is the widening generation gap 

within rural households. Young people exposed 

to global culture through the internet often 
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develop aspirations and lifestyles different from 

those of their parents. Elders may perceive 

digital culture as a threat to traditional values, 

discipline, and social control. Conflicts emerge 

regarding education, career choices, gender 

relations, and lifestyle practices. As younger 

generations acquire digital knowledge and 

economic independence, traditional authority 

structures within the family are gradually being 

reconfigured. 

7. Gender, Empowerment, and New 

Constraints: Digitalization has created both 

opportunities and challenges for rural women. 

While technology has expanded access to 

education, employment, and communication, it 

has also generated new forms of control and 

inequality. 

Economic Empowerment: Rural women 

increasingly use digital platforms for micro-

entrepreneurship and financial management. 

Self-Help Groups (SHGs) use mobile 

applications for savings management, digital 

transactions, and business coordination. 

Women entrepreneurs sell handicrafts, food 

products, and agricultural goods through social 

media and e-commerce platforms. Digital 

payments and online banking have enhanced 

financial inclusion and reduced dependence on 

male family members. 

This economic participation contributes to 

greater self-confidence and social recognition 

among rural women. 

 Educational Opportunities: In many rural 

areas, girls face restrictions on mobility due to 

safety concerns and conservative social norms. 

Online education platforms provide an 

alternative pathway for learning and skill 

development. Digital learning enables rural girls 

to access educational content, competitive 

examination preparation, and vocational training 

from their homes. This has expanded aspirations 

related to higher education and employment. 

Digital technology therefore acts as an important 

instrument of social mobility and empowerment 

for rural women. 

Cyber-Patriarchy and Digital Risks: 

Despite these positive developments, 

digitalization has also produced new forms of 

patriarchal control. Rural women often face 

online harassment, cyberbullying, and 

surveillance of their mobile phones by male 

family members. 

Patriarchal norms are reproduced in digital 

spaces through moral policing, restrictions on 

social media use, and control over women’s 

online interactions. In some cases, exposure to 

regressive or misogynistic content reinforces 

gender inequality. Thus, digitalization 

simultaneously empowers women and creates 

new mechanisms of social control, a 

phenomenon that may be described as “Cyber-

Patriarchy.” 

8. Digital Divide: The New Social 

Stratification: Digitalization in rural India is 

highly uneven. Access to technology is shaped 

by factors such as income, education, gender, 

age, caste, and geographical location. As a result, 

a new form of social stratification the digital 

divide is emerging. 

The Digitally Literate Elite: This category 

primarily includes educated youth, government 

employees, students, and economically stable 

households with access to smartphones, laptops, 

and high-speed internet. They possess advanced 

digital literacy and can effectively use online 

platforms for education, employment, financial 

services, and social networking. Their digital 

competence provides them with significant social 

and economic advantages. 

Functional Users:  Functional users 

possess limited digital skills. They use mobile 

phones mainly for entertainment, voice calls, or 

basic social media activities but lack deeper 

digital understanding. Although connected to the 

digital world, they often remain unaware of 

online opportunities related to education, 

governance, and economic advancement. Their 

participation in digital society remains partial 

and dependent. 

The Digitally Excluded: The digitally 

excluded include elderly villagers, extremely 

poor households, and women in conservative 

social environments who lack access to devices, 

internet connectivity, or digital literacy. Their 

exclusion from digital systems increasingly 

limits access to welfare services, financial 

opportunities, education, and political 

participation. As governance and economic 

activities become more digitized, these groups 

risk further marginalization. 

 Digital Divide as a New Social 

Inequality: The digital divide is not merely 

technological; it represents a broader social 

inequality. Those who remain disconnected from 
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digital systems face exclusion from modern 

economic opportunities and state services. 

Consequently, digitalization is producing a new 

hierarchy based on technological access and 

digital competence. This emerging structure may 

become as socially significant as traditional 

inequalities related to caste, class, and gender. 

Conclusion: The digital transformation of 

rural India represents one of the most significant 

sociological changes of the twenty-first century. 

Digitalization is reshaping traditional institutions 

such as caste, family, kinship, gender relations, 

and local governance. While it promotes 

empowerment, transparency, and social mobility, 

it also generates new inequalities and cultural 

tensions. Theoretical perspectives from William 

F. Ogburn, Manuel Castells, and Pierre Bourdieu 

help explain how technological change interacts 

with social structures and cultural practices. 

Ultimately, the future of rural India will 

depend not only on technological expansion but 

also on the development of inclusive digital 

literacy, social equality, and ethical governance 

The digitalization of rural India is not 

merely a technical event; it is a fundamental 

sociological restructuring. It has the potential to 

dissolve the rigid boundaries of caste and 

geography, providing a path for unprecedented 

social mobility. However, if not managed with 

digital literacy and social awareness, it risks 

creating new forms of inequality. As we move 

towards 2030, rural sociology must focus on 

bridging the 'Digital Gap' to ensure that the 

benefits of the network society reach the last 

person in the last village of India. 

 
References: 

1. Castells, M. (2010). The rise of the network society (2nd 

ed.). Wiley-Blackwell. 

2. Desai, A. R. (2021). Rural sociology in India. Popular 

Prakashan. 

3. Government of India. (2025). Digital India programme 

report. Government of India. 

4. Hassan, R. (2008). The information society. Polity 

Press. 

5. Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. 

(2025). Digital India: Transforming the rural 

landscape. Government of India. 

6. National Sample Survey Office. (2022). Household 

social consumption on education and digital literacy in 

India. Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation. 

7. Ogburn, W. F. (1957). On culture and social change. 

University of Chicago Press. 

8. Srinivas, M. N. (1966). Social change in modern India. 

University of California Press. 

9. Telecom Regulatory Authority of India. (2023). The 

Indian telecom services performance indicators. TRAI. 

10. United Nations Development Programme. (2024). 

Human development report 2024: Digital access and 

human development. UNDP. 

 

 

  

http://www.sjifactor.com/


Volume – 15, Issue - 01, January - June, 2026/ ISSN 2278-3199/ Impact Factor – 8.045 

  Singal Blind Peer Reviewed, National Journal on 'Social Issues & Problems’, Indexing with www.sjifactor.com / Page 36 
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SPORTS EDUCATION 
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Introduction: The societal needs, necessity 

and trends influence the education of its people. 

The education of the individual may be described 

as taking place through three learning domains 

cognitive, effective and co native or 

Psychomotor-The cognitive domain includes the 

developments of intellectual abilities, including 

the acquisition of knowledge, formulation of 

ideas and concepts problem solving, analysis and 

evaluation of information. The affective domain 

focuses on the development if interests, attitudes 

and values. The Psychomotor or co -native 

domain includes the development of physical 

fitness and acquisition of neuromuscular and 

motor skill. The domains are inter-related. 

Educator should consider all three domains when 

planning activities to meet individual's needs. 

Role of Education: The objectives of 

education and the manner of their attainment are 

influences by various forces with in society, 

societal requirements, trends and forces also 

affect the role of physical education and sport 

with in society as well as within physical powers. 

Two other trends with in our society that are of 

interest to physical education are the wellness 

movement and fitness movement. The wellness 

movement stresses that the individual is 

responsible for taking action leading to 

attainment of optimal state of health. The fitness 

movement reflects the current enthusiasm of 

citizens of all ages for exercise and physical 

activity. The role of education in general and 

physical education in particular is constantly 

undergoing change. At one time education was 

left to the educators, but this is no longer the 

case, as characterized by parents committees, 

students’ curriculum groups’ widespread teacher 

evaluation procedures and constant reappraisal of 

education polices. 

Education contributes to the development 

advancement and perpetuation of the nation's 

culture. Educational institutions play a primary 

role in the development of the human resources 

of society. Directly or indirectly these 

educational institutions are the chief agents of 

society's progress, whether it is progress 

concerned with knowledge, arts technology, and 

social conscience on other areas essential to a 

nation's growth. Education must meet the 

challenges presented in society. Physical 

education, as a phase of the total education 

process, helps in achieving these purposes. It is 

one link in a chain of many influences to the 

proper functioning of the society. It is 

continually striving for excellence so that it can 

become an increasingly dynamic force in 

education. Sport is an important part of this 

nation's culture as well as of other cultures 

throughout the world. It newspaper headlines, 

holds television viewers attention, 

An area of study, the sociology of sports has 

grown considerably over the past 25 years. One 

important event that encouraged the development 

of sport sociology as a field of studies was the 

initiative of a multinational panel of the 

international council of sport and physical 

education. Sport s sociologists use sociological 

research strategies to study the behavior of 

individuals and groups within sport milieu. They 

are concerned with understanding the influence 

of social relationships past social experiences, 

and the social setting of sport activities on the 

behavior of individuals and groups within sport. 

To solve these and other questions, sport 

sociologists may examine historical 

circumstances social conditions, economic 

factors, political climate, and relationships 

among the people involved. 

The effects of sport on its participants are 

also a vital area of study before discussing 

several areas of concern to sport sociologists. It 

may be helpful to define sport its nature and 

scope. In order to study sport in a systematic 

manner, it is necessary to define sport. As such 

definition is necessary to provide a focus and a 

shared perspective by which to understand the 

relationship of sport to society. 

       Sport can be defined as follows: Sport 

is an institutionalized competitive activity that 

involves vigorous physical exertion or the use of 

relatively complex physical skills by individuals 

whose participation is motivated by a 

combination of intrinsic and extrinsic factors. 
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Sport and economic conditions of the 

Nation are closely aligned. When nation was 

developing little opportunity was found to 

participate in sport. Sport activities have now 

become an important part of the way of life, and 

millions on sport equipment and infrastructure 

are being spent as the fresh example of holding 

common wealth games in Delhi in coming 

Oct.2010. In the area of education, a sport has 

become a part of Colleges and Universities in the 

country. It seems clear that the image of the 

institutions is clearly influenced by sport 

performance. However, whether participation in 

sport enhances academic achievement is a very 

complex and debatable question. It is very 

difficult is isolate the influence of sport 

participation from other factors knows to 

influence. 

Academic achievement such as family 

background, economics status, support and 

participation in sport inculcate another social 

values include development of sportsmanship, 

cooperation, leadership and loyalty sport can 

provide opportunities for personal growth, pave 

the way for the development of friendships, 

develop decision- making and thinking skills, 

teach self-discipline and commitment, enhance 

one's esteem and personal status and promote the 

acceptance of others regardless of race or ethnic 

origin(taken the case of Vijender, the No. 1 

Boxer of the World). Produces millions of 

money a year in revenue for entrepreneurs, and 

has an impact on international affairs. Examples 

of how sport influences Indian life style are 

many. Millions of Indians are `glued' to their 

chairs when featured cricket and football contests 

are scheduled to be televised. 

Advertisers target to buy air time during 

sporting events to sell their wares through 

commercial break. Likewise professional sports 

terms attract millions of spectators. They spend 

astronomical sums to obtain the best talent to 

sustain spectator support and interest and to 

ensure a profitable year for the management. 

(See the case of IPL.). Within 10 years the nos. 

of sport activities. Because of the social political, 

legal and educational influence of sport on 

cultures it is important to examine the 

phenomenon. 

Sport prevails society to such an extent that 

it has been described by many experts as a 

microcosm of society or we may put it as sport 

mirrors the values, structure and dynamics of our 

society. As such, sport reflects the characteristics 

of society. Among the characteristics that sports 

and our society have in common is a spirit of 

competitiveness, a large concern about 

materialistic things, and the presence of a 

bureaucracy that dominates individuals and an in 

equitable distribution of power. The 

pervasiveness of sport and its institutional nature 

has led to the study of sport from a sociological 

perspective 

Sociology in concerned with the study of 

people, or groups or persons and of human 

activities in term of social behavior, group 

institutions and social order with in society. It is 

a science interested in such institutions of society 

as religion, family, education, and leisure. 

Sociologist are also concerned with the influence 

of social institution on the individual, the social 

behavior and human relations that occur, within a 

group or an institution and how they influence 

the behavior of an individual and the inter 

relationships between the various institution with 

in a society such as sport and education or 

religion and Govt. 

As a medium that permeates nearly every 

important aspect of life, sports has led some 

physical educator and sociologists to believe that 

it should receive intensive study particularly as it 

affects the behavior of human being and 

institution as they from the total social and 

cultural context of society. Sport sociology 

focuses on examining the relationship between 

sport & society. the major goals of sports 

sociology as understanding the followings: 

1. The relationship between sport and other 

aspects of society, such as family, education, 

politics, the economy, the media and religion. 

2. Three often asked questions can be 

addressed. 

i. What kind of activities can be classified 

as sport?  

ii. Under what circumstances can 

participation in activities be considered sport? 

And'  

iii. What characterized the involvement of 

participants in sport? These three criteria must be 

met for an activity to be defined as sport. 

3. What sport does for people?  

1. Emotional release: Sport is a way to 

express emotions and relieve tensions, it acts as a 
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safety value and a catharsis to relieve aggressive 

tendencies.  

2. Affirmation of identity: Sport offers 

opportunities to be recognized and to express 

one's individual qualities. 

 3. Social control: sport provides a means of 

control over people in a society where deviance 

is prevalent. 4. Socialization: - sport serves as 

means of socializing the individuals to provide 

identity them at a larger platform in society...  

5. Change agent: - sports results in social 

change, new behavior patterns and is a factor that 

changes the course of history. For example, it 

allows for interaction of all kinds of people and 

for upward mobility based on ability.  

6. Collective Conscience: Sport creates a 

communal spirit that brings people together in a 

cohesive manner       in search of common goals.  

7. Success: Sport provides a feeling of 

success both for the participant and the spectator 

when a player or a team with whom one 

identifies achieves. To win in sport is also to win 

in life. 

It is evident that sport, especially in this age 

of increased participation, holds many meanings 

for its participants as well as having a significant 

impact on our society. Sport is not just concerned 

with two teams meeting each other on the 

playing field. Sport Activities are an important 

part of the nation's culture and sport Sociologists 

face a challenge in interpreting the role of sport 

in our way of life. Sport activities in India have 

been found by Sociologists to be related to 

religion, economics, education and Govt. 

Throughout the nation's sport has been 

influenced by religious beliefs and economic 

conditions. 

It is interesting to note that the Greeks 

provided civilization with two discipline. The 

first described how sport could be most helpful 

in the training of a strong and graceful 

performance and body. The second provided 

civilization with the basics of philosophical 

thinking. As historian Isocrates said. "Certain of 

our ancestors, long before our time, invited and 

bequeathed to us two disciplines: Physical 

training for the body, of which gymnastic is a 

part, and for the mind, Philosophy. These twin 

arts are parallel and complementary, by which 

their masters prepare. The mind to become more 

intelligent and the body to become more 

serviceable not are separating sharply the two 

kinds of education, but using similar methods of 

instruction, exercise and discipline 

3. Conclusion: Everyone involved in the 

field of physical education and sport should 

develop a philosophy of that discipline. 

Philosophies represent a guide to decision 

making, since it will clarify the worth of this 

field of endeavor in the human experiences. Such 

philosophy might include how sports should be 

conducted to make the greatest contribution to 

human kind. It should help to determine the 

parameters of educational sport as well as sport 

outside formal domains of school, colleges and 

other educational institution. A philosophy will 

also help point the achieving excellence of 

performance on the field and contribute to the 

achievement of educational goals. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE GIG ECONOMY IN INDIA: A DEEP DIVE 

INTO MAHARASHTRA (2020-2026) 
Arun B. Chavhan (Assistant Professor in Economics), S. N. Mor College, Tumsar . Dist- Bhandara 

 

1. Introduction: Redefining the Nature of 

Work: The traditional "9-to-5" employment 

contract is rapidly becoming a relic of the 

industrial age in India. The gig economy-defined 

by task-based, short-term engagements mediated 

by digital platforms has emerged as a primary 

engine of urban employment. Unlike 

conventional salaried jobs, gig work thrives on 

flexibility, immediacy, and digital mediation. For 

India, this shift is driven by a unique 

"demographic dividend," where a massive youth 

population seeks immediate income with low 

barriers to entry. 

The gig economy has transitioned from a 

niche urban convenience to a core pillar of the 

Indian labor market, currently employing 

approximately 12.5 million workers. Projections 

indicate this will rise to 23.5 million by 2030. 

This paper examines the structural evolution of 

this workforce, with a specific focus on 

Maharashtra the state with the highest 

concentration of platform-based labor evaluating 

the balance between digital innovation and 

worker welfare following the 2025 labor code 

reforms. 

 Maharashtra, with its high urbanization 

rate, industrial output, and concentration of 

financial and IT hubs, serves as the primary 

laboratory for this labor shift. The state accounts 

for a significant portion of India’s $5 trillion 

economy goal, and the gig workforce is its 

invisible backbone. From delivery riders 

navigating Mumbai’s congested lanes to 

freelance coders in Pune’s IT corridors, 

Maharashtra embodies the contradictions and 

possibilities of the gig economy. 

2. Demographic Profile: Who are the Gig 

Workers? 
2.1 Education and Background- Contrary 

to the stereotype of the "casual student worker," 

gig work in India has become a primary 

livelihood for heads of households. In 

Maharashtra, particularly in the Mumbai-Thane-

Pune belt, nearly 65% of gig workers are 

migrants from Marathwada, Vidarbha, or 

neighbouring states like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

They typically fall into three categories: 

 Low-Skill (Delivery/Ride-hailing): 
Workers with high school education or less, 

employed by platforms like Swiggy, Zomato, 

and Ola. 

 Mid-Skill (Home Services): Plumbers, 

electricians, beauticians, and cleaners, often 

associated with platforms like Urban Company. 

 High-Skill (Knowledge Gigs): 
Freelance coders, graphic designers, and content 

creators residing in Pune’s IT hubs, catering to 

global clients. 

This stratification highlights how gig work 

is not monolithic but segmented by skill, 

geography, and digital literacy. 

2.2 The Gender Gap: While gig work 

offers "flexibility," it remains heavily male-

dominated in the delivery sector. However, the 

"Care Economy" in Maharashtra (home cleaning, 

salon services, caregiving) has seen a 40% rise 

in female participation between 2023 and 

2026. Women, particularly in semi-urban areas, 

have leveraged gig platforms to balance domestic 

duties with earning potential. This feminization 

of certain gig sectors reflects both empowerment 

and the persistence of gendered divisions of 

labor. 

3. The Economics of the Gig Model: 
3.1 Earnings vs. Expenses- The economic 

allure of the gig economy for platforms lies in its 

"asset-light" model. For workers, however, the 

economics are precarious. In 2026, the average 

delivery partner in Mumbai earns roughly ₹600–

₹900 per day for a 10–12-hour shift. Yet, the 

"Net Take-Home" pay is significantly lower due 

to: 

 Fuel and Maintenance: Nearly 30% of 

gross earnings are consumed by vehicle costs. 

 Platform Commissions: Platforms often 

take 20–25% of transaction value. 

 Zero Benefits: Workers lack paid leave, 

provident fund (PF), gratuity, or health 

insurance. 

This creates a paradox: while gig work 

offers immediate income, it rarely provides long-

term financial security. 

3.2 The Algorithmic Supervisor: Gig 

workers do not report to human managers but to 

algorithms. These algorithms dictate the "Best 
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Path," "Order Batching," and "Acceptance 

Rates." In Maharashtra, workers have 

increasingly protested against "Shadow 

Banning"—where apps limit access to high-

paying orders if workers decline too many 

requests. Algorithmic management thus creates a 

new form of digital surveillance, where 

autonomy is promised but rarely delivered. 

4. Maharashtra: The Regional 

Powerhouse: 

4.1 The Mumbai Logistics Network- 

Mumbai’s unique geography a narrow peninsula 

makes logistics a nightmare. Gig workers here 

rely heavily on the Local Train network, often 

carrying delivery bags on trains to traverse the 

North-South corridor before using bicycles for 

"last-mile" delivery. This hybrid model of train 

plus bike delivery is unique to Mumbai and 

demonstrates how local infrastructure shapes gig 

work. 

4.2 Pune: The Tech-Freelance Corridor- 

Pune has witnessed a surge in white-collar 

gigging. With the rise of remote work post-2020, 

many IT professionals shifted from full-time 

roles to project-based consulting for global 

firms. Pune’s robust internet infrastructure, lower 

cost of living compared to Mumbai, and 

concentration of educational institutions have 

made it a hub for freelance coders, designers, and 

consultants. This represents the "knowledge gig" 

segment, distinct from the delivery-based gig 

economy. 

5. Legal and Regulatory Framework: 

5.1 The Social Security Code (2020/2025)- 

The Indian government introduced the Code on 

Social Security, which for the first time 

recognized "Gig Workers" and "Platform 

Workers." Key provisions include: 

 Aggregator Cess: Platforms must 

contribute 1–2% of annual turnover to a social 

security fund. 

 Registration: Workers are encouraged 

to register on the e-Shram portal to access 

government benefits. 

While this recognition is historic, 

implementation remains uneven. Many workers 

remain unaware of registration processes, and 

platforms often resist compliance. 

5.2 The Maharashtra Gig Workers 

(Surcharge and Welfare) Bill (2026)- 

Following Rajasthan’s lead, Maharashtra is 

debating a state-specific bill in 2026. Its 

provisions include: 

1. Establishing a Welfare Board for gig 

workers. 

2. Implementing a transaction fee 

surcharge (₹2 per delivery) to fund health 

insurance. 

3. Creating a Grievance Redressal 

Mechanism where workers can appeal 

algorithmic terminations. 

If passed, this bill could set a precedent for 

other industrial states, balancing innovation with 

worker protection. 

6. Social Implications of the Gig 

Economy: 

6.1 Urban Migration and 

Informalization- Gig work has accelerated 

urban migration, particularly into Mumbai and 

Pune. However, it has also deepened 

informalization of labor, where workers remain 

outside traditional protections. This duality-urban 

opportunity versus precarious employment-

defines Maharashtra’s gig landscape. 

6.2 Class and Caste Dimensions- Gig work 

intersects with India’s social hierarchies. 

Delivery work is often performed by lower-caste 

migrants, while freelance IT gigs are dominated 

by upper-caste, English-speaking professionals. 

Thus, the gig economy reproduces existing 

inequalities even as it promises meritocracy. 

6.3 Mental Health and Work-Life 

Balance- The absence of fixed schedules, 

coupled with algorithmic pressure, has led to 

rising stress among gig workers. Long hours, 

uncertain pay, and lack of social security 

contribute to burnout. In Maharashtra, informal 

worker unions have begun advocating for mental 

health support and rest breaks. 

       7. Statistical Summary (Projected 2026): 
Indicator Value (2026) 

Total Gig Workers in 

India 

~12.5 million 

Maharashtra’s Share ~5 lakh (~18%) 

Average Work Hours 10.5 hrs/day 

Top Sector Food Delivery & Quick Commerce 

(Blinkit, Zepto) 

E-commerce 

Workforce 

3.7 million nationwide 

Logistics Workforce 1.5 million nationwide 

BFSI Workforce 1 million nationwide 

Manufacturing 

Workforce 

1 million nationwide 

Healthcare 

Workforce 

0.3 million nationwide 

Income Distribution 40% earn < ₹15,000/month 
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Key Regulation Social Security Code (2020, 

implemented 2025) 

Maharashtra 

Registrations 

134,705 workers on e-Shram portal 

(Jan 2026) 

Source: NITI Aayog, India’s Booming Gig and 

Platform Economy Report (2022). 

8. Future Outlook and 

Recommendations: As we look toward 2030, 

the gig economy must evolve from a 

"survivalist" sector to a "sustainable" one. 

7.1 Transition to Electric Vehicles (EVs)-

The Maharashtra EV Policy (2021-2025) has 

successfully pushed many gig fleets toward 

electrification. This is crucial for worker 

profitability, as it slashes operational costs by 

nearly 60%. 

7.2 Skill Upgradation-The government 

should partner with platforms to provide "Micro-

Certifications." A delivery partner should be able 

to use their platform data (punctuality, customer 

service) as "Work Experience" to transition into 

warehouse management or office administration 

roles. 

7.3 Collective Bargaining - In Mumbai, we 

are seeing the rise of Gig Worker Unions (like 

IFAT). These unions are not just protesting for 

higher wages but for "Data Transparency" 

demanding to know how the algorithm calculates 

their pay. 

9. Conclusion: The gig economy in 

Maharashtra is a microcosm of the global shift in 

labor. It provides a vital safety net for the 

unemployed but lacks the protective floor of 

traditional employment. For Maharashtra to 

remain an economic leader, it must balance the 

"Ease of Doing Business" for tech giants with the 

"Right to Dignity" for the millions of workers on 

the ground. The future of work is not just about 

digital efficiency; it is about human-centric 

policy. 
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ORGANIC AND NATURAL FARMING IN INDIA: SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES 
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Abstract: Organic and natural farming have emerged as important alternatives to conventional 

agricultural practices in India. Increasing environmental degradation, rising production costs, soil 

fertility loss, and health concerns associated with chemical farming have encouraged farmers and 

policymakers to promote sustainable agricultural methods. Organic and natural farming not only 

contribute to environmental protection but also influence the socio-economic conditions of farmers 

and rural communities. The present research paper examines the socio-economic issues and 

challenges related to organic and natural farming in India. The study focuses on the impact of 

sustainable farming practices on farmers’ income, rural employment, environmental awareness, and 

social transformation. Secondary sources such as government reports, research articles, journals, 

books, and official publications have been used for the study. The study reveals that although organic 

and natural farming provide long-term environmental and economic benefits, farmers still face 

several challenges such as lack of awareness, certification issues, market accessibility, low 

productivity during transition periods, and inadequate government support. The paper also highlights 

the need for policy support, awareness programs, and sustainable agricultural planning for 

strengthening organic and natural farming practices in India. 

Keywords: Organic Farming, Natural Farming, Socio-Economic Issues, Sustainable Agriculture, 

Rural Development, Environmental Protection, Agricultural Challenges. 

 

Introduction: Agriculture is the backbone 

of the Indian economy and plays an important 

role in rural development and employment 

generation. For many years, Indian agriculture 

has mainly depended on chemical fertilizers, 

pesticides, and modern farming techniques to 

increase agricultural productivity. However, 

excessive use of chemicals has created serious 

environmental, economic, and social problems 

such as soil degradation, water pollution, 

declining soil fertility, and health-related issues. 

In recent years, organic and natural farming have 

gained importance as sustainable agricultural 

practices. Organic farming avoids the use of 

synthetic fertilizers and pesticides, while natural 

farming focuses on eco-friendly and traditional 

farming methods. These practices aim to 

maintain soil fertility, reduce environmental 

pollution, and promote healthy agricultural 

production. Organic and natural farming are not 

only agricultural techniques but also important 

tools for socio-economic transformation in rural 

areas. They contribute to environmental 

sustainability, employment generation, and 

improved health conditions. However, several 

farmers still face difficulties in adopting these 

farming methods due to economic limitations, 

lack of awareness, and market-related challenges. 

Therefore, the present study attempts to examine 

the socio-economic issues and challenges 

associated with organic and natural farming in 

India. 

Objectives of Study: 1) To understand the 

concept and importance of organic and natural 

farming. 2) To examine the socio-economic 

impact of sustainable farming practices in India. 

3) To analyse the challenges faced by farmers in 

adopting organic and natural farming. 4) To 

study the role of organic farming in rural 

development and environmental protection. 5) 

To suggest suitable measures for promoting 

sustainable agricultural practices. 

Research Methodology: The present 

research paper is based on secondary sources of 

data. Information has been collected from 

government reports, agricultural journals, 

research papers, books, newspaper articles, and 

official publications related to organic and 

natural farming. Descriptive and analytical 

research methods have been used for the study. 

Various socio-economic, environmental, and 

agricultural aspects associated with sustainable 

farming practices have been critically analyzed. 

Concept and Importance of Organic and 

Natural Farming: Organic farming refers to 

agricultural practices that avoid the use of 

chemical fertilizers, pesticides, and genetically 

modified organisms. It promotes the use of 

natural manure, crop rotation, compost, and eco-

friendly farming methods. Natural farming is 
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based on traditional agricultural practices that 

minimize external inputs and encourage 

biodiversity and ecological balance. It focuses on 

maintaining soil health and reducing farming 

costs. Organic and natural farming are important 

for environmental sustainability, food safety, and 

rural development. These farming methods help 

in preserving natural resources, improving soil 

fertility, and promoting healthy food production. 

Socio-Economic Impact of Organic and 

Natural Farming:  

1. Improvement in Farmers’ Income: 
Organic and natural farming can reduce 

dependence on costly chemical fertilizers and 

pesticides. Farmers can benefit economically 

through premium prices for organic products. 

2. Employment Generation in Rural 

Areas: Organic farming practices require more 

labor for compost preparation, weed 

management, and crop maintenance. This creates 

employment opportunities in rural areas. 

3. Environmental Awareness and 

Sustainability: Organic and natural farming 

encourage environmental awareness among 

farmers and rural communities. These practices 

help in reducing pollution and conserving natural 

resources. 

4. Health and Social Benefits: 
Consumption of chemical-free food products 

improves public health and reduces health-

related risks associated with chemical farming. 

5. Strengthening Rural Development: 

Sustainable farming practices contribute to rural 

economic development and improve the standard 

of living of farming communities. 

Challenges in Organic and Natural 

Farming  

1. Lack of Awareness and Technical 

Knowledge: Many farmers lack proper 

awareness and technical knowledge regarding 

organic and natural farming methods. 

2. Certification and Marketing Problems: 
Organic certification procedures are often 

expensive and time-consuming. Farmers also 

face difficulties in marketing organic products. 

3. Low Productivity During Transition 

Period: Farmers may experience lower 

agricultural productivity during the transition 

from chemical farming to organic farming. 

4. Financial and Economic Constraints: 

Small and marginal farmers often face financial 

difficulties in adopting sustainable farming 

practices. 

5. Inadequate Government Support: 

Limited subsidies, training programs, and policy 

support create obstacles in the expansion of 

organic and natural farming. 

Social and Environmental Challenges: 

Organic and natural farming practices have 

created awareness regarding environmental 

protection and sustainable living. However, 

several social and environmental challenges still 

exist in rural areas. 

Environmental Degradation: Excessive 

chemical farming has damaged soil fertility and 

water quality in many agricultural regions. 

Rural Economic Problems: Farmers often 

face debt, unstable income, and market 

uncertainties due to changing agricultural 

systems. 

Social Resistance to New Practices: Some 

farmers hesitate to adopt organic and natural 

farming because of traditional beliefs and fear of 

financial risks. 

Lack of Rural Infrastructure: Insufficient 

storage facilities, transportation, and market 

connectivity affect the growth of organic 

farming. 

Climate and Agricultural Uncertainty: 

Changing climate conditions and unpredictable 

rainfall patterns create additional challenges for 

sustainable agriculture.  

Suggestions and Measures: 1) Awareness 

programs regarding organic and natural farming 

should be organized for farmers. 2) Government 

should provide financial assistance and subsidies 

for sustainable farming practices. 3) Organic 

certification procedures should be simplified and 

made affordable. 4) Training programs and 

technical guidance should be provided to 

farmers. 5) Better market facilities and 

infrastructure should be developed for organic 

products. 6) Sustainable agricultural policies 

should be strengthened for rural development 

and environmental protection. 

Conclusion: Organic and natural farming 

have emerged as sustainable alternatives to 

chemical-based agricultural practices in India. 

These farming methods contribute significantly 

to environmental protection, rural employment 

generation, public health improvement, and 

socio-economic development. However, several 

challenges such as lack of awareness, 
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certification difficulties, financial limitations, 

and inadequate government support continue to 

affect the adoption of sustainable farming 

practices. Therefore, effective policies, training 

programs, financial support, and awareness 

campaigns are necessary for promoting organic 

and natural farming in India. The development of 

sustainable agriculture can play an important role 

in addressing rural economic problems, 

environmental degradation, and social challenges 

in Indian society. 
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Abstract: Arundhati Roy's novel The God of Small Things (1997) is winner of the Booker prize 

for fiction. She is the author of this powerful work which belongs to Post colonial literature. This 

paper aims to analyses Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things through the different conditions of 

women’s lives in a patriarchal order and the lived reality of untouchability. In the novel The God of 

Small Things, the paper focuses on the need to end the caste system and untouchability. Through the 

stories of Ammu, a divorced Christian woman and Velutha, a Dalit Carpenter, Roy exposes the 

shared logic of gender discrimination and caste oppression in society. This paper undertakes a 

comprehensive analysis of the novel's major themes: the conditions of women's lives in a patriarchal 

order, the lived reality of untouchability. The novel revolves around the argument for eradicating the 

caste system throughout the novel. Ammu and Velutha struggle with discrimination and humiliation 

imposed by society. From all these experiences, Roy criticizes the inhuman and injust practice of 

untouchability. Hence Roy argues for equality to all and for dignity. This paper focuses on issues such 

as gender discrimination and proposes solutions like education, promoting equality and fostering 

respect for all individuals and living beings. The solution is to teach people that we are all equal. 

Keywords: Arundhati Roy, The God of Small Things, Gender discrimination, Untouchability, 

Patriarchy, Caste, Women Independence, Women Right. 

 

Introduction: Arundhati Roy is an Indian 

novelist and writer known for her works 

exploring gender discrimination, untouchability, 

and patriarchy. Roy’s major novels include The 

God of Small Things, a Booker Prize-winning 

novel; The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, which 

primarily centres on the collision between 

personal identity and political landscape and The 

Algebra of Infinite Justice, A collection of early 

political essays spanning topics from the 

Narmada dam protests to the US. 

Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things 

(1997) is regarded as a semi-autobiographical 

 

novel, exploring the themes of gender 

discrimination and casteism. The novel revolves 

around the argument for eradicating the caste 

system. It also explores how gender, caste, and 

social expectations shape people’s lives and limit 

their freedom. The novel is set in Ayemenem, a 

small town in Kerala and follows the Ipe family, 

a Christian household of respectability across 

two generations. As its centre is Ammu, a 

woman who dared to want things her world had 

decided she had no right to want, a decent 

marriage, the freedom to leave a violent one and 

a love that crossed every boundary her society 
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held sacred. Around her are characters who 

illuminate each in their own way, the social 

machine that makes Ammu’s destruction 

inevitable, her violent father Pappachi, her 

mother Mammachi, her compromised brother 

Chacko, the powerful Baby Kochamma and 

Velutha, the Dalit carpenter whose skill, dignity 

and humanity the world refuses to acknowledge 

because he was born an untouchable. Roy 

highlights how discrimination is deeply rooted in 

everyday social systems. The novel presents 

themes of love, inequality, power, human 

dignity, Rights of women, struggle for identity 

and untouchability. This paper explores how 

society punished those who cross its rigid 

boundaries. 

Methodology: This study utilizes a 

qualitative textual analysis of The God of Small 

Things by Arundhati Roy. The research relates 

feminist and postcolonial approaches to examine 

gender discrimination and caste oppression in the 

novel. Main data is acquired from the text of the 

novel, while subordinate data includes books, 

journal articles, and previous research studies. 

The research utilizes close reading and 

assessment to realize the social issues presented 

in the novel. 

Literature Review: The God of Small 

things by Arundhati Roy has been widely 

researched for its exploration of gender 

inequality, Caste oppression in Indian society. It 

find out that the novel revealed the patriarchal 

system that boundary women's independence and 

identity from the character Ammu. Recent 

studies also suggested the character of Velutha to 

study caste based discrimination. Her struggles 

reflect the social expectations placed on women 

in a male dominated society. Researchers have 

also focused on the character of Velutha to 

discuss caste-based inequality and the 

marginalization of Dalits. His connection with 

Ammu is often interpreted as a challenge to 

traditional social boundaries and the rigid "Love 

Laws" of society. also, scholars appreciate Roy’s 

narrative style, symbolic language which 

effectively portray suffering and social injustice. 

The novel is widely considered as an important 

feminist and postcolonial text that critiques 

inequality and social discrimination. Scholars 

often analyze The God of Small Things and 

highlights a simple but powerful truth about 

human. 

Analysis: It is found that the novel is about 

Ammu’s life from youth to puberty, to fighter, 

pushing, marginalized. According to the ancient 

codes of the Manu Smriti, of the right to 

education, the right to read or even to study. 

These two systems the control of women and the 

suppression of Dalits are not parallel but 

interlocking. The God of Small things is a story 

that illustrates the different struggles of women. 

This novel tells how the upper caste would try to 

dominate the lower caste and how these people 

suffered, how they are compromised and how 

their rights were snatched by upper caste people. 

Arundhati Roy is responsible for this significant 

writing about the sociopolitical landscape of 

India. In the Indian caste system, the lowest caste 

people and how they are denied constitutional 

rights and termed as 'untouchables'. Caste 

remains a powerful norm that depicts many life. 

Many lowest caste people still experience 

violence, discrimination due to the caste politics 

and so the literature was ignored and repressed. It 

was considered unfit to represent Indian culture 

despite its perspective observation of gender 

identity, sexuality and casteism. Women finding 

their identity to be a human being and fights to 

achieve woman rights. In this work The God of 

Small Things it revolves on Equality, Liberty and 

Justice to all. 

1. Identity: In The God of Small things, 

identity is shaped by caste, gender and social 

expectations. Roy shows how characters like 

Ammu and Velutha struggle to express their true 

selves in a society that controls individual 

freedom and forces people to follow strict social 

rules. 

2. Women's Rights: Roy presents women’s 

rights through Ammu’s suffering in a patriarchal 

society. The novel highlights how women are 

denied freedom, equality and independence. 

Through Ammu’s experience, Roy criticizes the 
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social system that limits women's choice and 

suppresses their voices. 

3. Untouchability: The God of Small 

Things is not a novel about gender. It is equally 

and inseparably a novel about caste, and 

specifically about untouchability, which Roy 

identifies as one of the greatest evils our country 

has been facing from times immemorial. Roy is 

careful to note the efforts of those who fought 

against this system. This gap between formal 

equality and lived experience is one of the 

novel’s central preoccupations. Velutha has 

equal rights on paper. In practice, he cannot 

expect fair wage and cannot rise to the 

professional level of his abilities and cannot love 

whom he chooses and ultimately cannot survive 

having done so. The distance between what the 

constitution promises and what Ayemenem 

delivers is for an untouchable in this novel, this 

distance between life and death. Also in the 

novel Velutha, a boy who is considered 

untouchable because of his job of cleaning 

latrines. The novel shows Velutha as an 

intelligent and hardworking boy who struggles 

and experiences many painful incidents that 

force him to think deeply about his identity. 

4. The satire on upper-caste society: In the 

novel, Roy trains a pointed satirical lens on the 

upper-caste peoples who insult and persecute the 

untouchable without any meaning just only to 

show their supremacy. This novel gives a society 

in which the show of caste superiority is so 

habitual that it has lost even the internal 

explanation of belief it is simply reflex, the 

exercise of a muscle so long accustomed to use 

that the person no longer asks why. Roy's satire 

throughout these. 

5. Making the Invisible Visible: Much of 

the novel's critical power derives from Roy's use 

of irony as a sustained moral instrument. Chacko 

Oxford-educated, Marxist in his professed 

politics, apparently progressive - is her richest 

target. He discusses liberation while exploiting 

the women of the factory. He speaks of the 

family as people who 'have lost their way' 

without any interest in acknowledging the loss of 

Ammu's way specifically. He benefits from every 

advantage the system provides while using its 

language to congratulate himself on his 

enlightenment. Roy does not need to tell us that 

this is hypocritical; she simply shows us, and the 

irony does its work. 'The God of Small Things' - 

the god of Loss, of the marginalised, of those the 

world has decided do not matter - is not the God 

of the powerful or the privileged. Roy is 

proposing an inversion of values: that the small 

things. 

6. What the Novel Is Really Asking: The 

God of Small Things is, asks a deepest question 

that covers any single theme or character: what 

does it pay a society to maintain the hierarchies it 

has Inborn? And who pays that charge? Roy's 

answer is carefully spread across the novel. The 

cost is paid by Ammu, who dies at thirty-one 

having wanted nothing that should have been 

exceptional. It is paid by Velutha, whose grace 

were never allowed to matter because his birth 

was wrong. It is paid by Estha and Rahel, the 

twins, who grow up carrying the harm of a world 

that crushed their mother. It is paid, in subtler 

ways, by Mammachi and Baby Kochamma, who 

survived only by becoming instruments of the 

system that oppressed them. Even Chacko, in his 

comfortable hypocrisy, is diminished by the 

world the novel depicts - he has simply found a 

way to stand on the right side of the mechanisms 

of destruction. 

Conclusion: The God of Small Things is not 

a comfortable novel, and it was never meant to 

be. Arundhati Roy wrote a book about what it 

costs to be a woman, or a Dalit, or anyone the 

social order has decided is less than fully human 

and she wrote it with such precision, such 

empathy, and such controlled moral fury that 

nearly three decades later, it remains impossible 

to ignore. 

The paper has argued that the novel's 

treatment of gender discrimination cannot be 

understood in isolation from its treatment of 

caste, and that both must be read through Roy's 

satirical method, her literary tradition. Specific, 

irreducible, fully human people whose lives 

matter and whose suffering matters and whose 

love, however briefly and however secretly it 
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existed, mattered. In making them clear, she 

plays the most essential act of literature: she 

rejects to let the world forget what it would 

prefer not to remember. This offers a poigont 

commentary on the persistent issue of gender 

inequality only then can women gain true 

equality and well-being. The God of small thing 

very pointedly portrays women’s fate inside and 

outside Indian home and hearth. 
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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT AND DISTRICT PLANNING 

COMMITTEES: A STUDY OF SOCIAL PARTICIPATION 
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Bhagwantrao Shivaji Patil Mahavidyalaya, Paratwada, Dist. Amaravati. 

 

Abstract: Women empowerment has become an important aspect of social and economic 

development in India. Participation of women in planning and decision-making processes plays a 

vital role in strengthening democratic governance and inclusive development. District Planning 

Committees are considered important institutional mechanisms for local development planning and 

implementation. Through the participation of women in district planning processes, social awareness, 

leadership, and community participation can be enhanced. The present research paper focuses on the 

role of women empowerment in the functioning of District Planning Committees and examines the 

nature of women’s social participation in local governance. The study highlights the importance of 

women’s representation, decision-making ability, and contribution in district-level planning 

processes. Secondary data sources such as government reports, research articles, journals, books, 

and official documents have been used for the study. The study reveals that although women’s 

participation in local governance has increased due to constitutional provisions and reservation 

policies, several social, educational, and economic barriers still limit their effective participation. The 

paper also suggests various measures to strengthen women’s active role in District Planning 

Committees for sustainable and participatory development. 

Keywords: Women Empowerment, District Planning Committees, Social Participation, Local 

Governance, Decision Making, Rural Development, Democratic Participation. 

 

Introduction: Women empowerment is an 

essential component of social justice and 

democratic development. In recent years, the 

participation of women in governance and 

development activities has increased 

significantly. The Indian Constitution has 

provided equal rights and opportunities to 

women in political, social, and economic 

spheres. Local self-government institutions have 

created new opportunities for women to 

participate in planning and development 

processes. District Planning Committees play an 

important role in preparing development plans 

for rural and urban areas. They act as 

coordinating bodies between local self-

government institutions and district 

administration. Women’s participation in such 

planning bodies is important for ensuring 

inclusive and people-cantered development. 

Despite constitutional provisions and reservation 

policies, women still face several challenges in 

active participation and decision-making. Social 

restrictions, lack of education, economic 

dependency, and limited awareness often reduce 
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their effective contribution in planning processes. 

Therefore, the present study attempts to examine 

the role of women empowerment and the nature 

of social participation in District Planning 

Committees. 

Objectives of Study: 1. To understand the 

concept and importance of women 

empowerment. 2. To study the structure and 

functions of District Planning Committees. 3. To 

examine the role of women in district-level 

planning and governance. 4. To analyse the 

nature of women’s social participation in 

development processes. 5. To identify the 

challenges faced by women in effective 

participation and suggest suitable measures. 

Research Methodology: The present 

research paper is based on secondary sources of 

data. Information has been collected from 

government reports, research journals, books, 

newspaper articles, and official publications 

related to women empowerment and District 

Planning Committees. Descriptive and analytical 

research methods have been used to examine the 

role of women in local governance and planning 

processes. Various social, economic, and 

administrative aspects related to women’s 

participation have been critically analyzed. 

Concept and Structure of District 

Planning Committees: District Planning 

Committees are important institutions established 

under the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act. 

Their main objective is to prepare integrated 

development plans for rural and urban areas at 

the district level. These committees coordinate 

development activities among Panchayati Raj 

Institutions and Urban Local Bodies. They play a 

vital role in identifying local needs, allocating 

resources, and implementing welfare schemes. 

Women’s representation in District Planning 

Committees has increased due to reservation 

policies. Their participation has helped in raising 

issues related to health, education, sanitation, 

women welfare, and social development. 

Women Empowerment and Social 

Participation:- 

1. Meaning of Women Empowerment: 

Women empowerment refers to the process of 

increasing women’s social, economic, political, 

and educational strength. It enables women to 

participate equally in decision-making and 

development activities. 

2. Women’s Participation in Local 

Governance: Reservation policies in local self-

government institutions have increased women’s 

representation in governance. Women are now 

actively participating in Gram Panchayats, 

Panchayat Samitis, Zilla Parishads, and District 

Planning Committees. 

3. Social Awareness and Leadership: 

Participation in planning and governance has 

improved women’s confidence and leadership 

qualities. Women are becoming more aware of 

social issues and community development 

activities. 

4. Role in Community Development: 

Women play an important role in identifying 

local problems related to education, health, water 

supply, sanitation, and welfare schemes. Their 

participation contributes to people-oriented 

development planning. 

Challenges in Women’s Participation  

1. Social and Cultural Barriers: 

Traditional social attitudes and gender 

discrimination often restrict women’s active 

participation in governance and planning 

processes. 

2. Lack of Education and Awareness: 

Many women representatives lack adequate 

education and awareness regarding 

administrative procedures and planning 

mechanisms. 

3. Economic Dependency: Economic 

dependency on family members affects women’s 

independence and decision-making ability. 

4. Limited Decision-Making Power:In 

many cases, women representatives are not given 

full authority in actual decision-making 

processes. 

5. Administrative and Political 

Challenges: Political pressure, lack of training, 

and administrative complexities create 

difficulties for women in effective participation. 

Social Impact of Women’s Participation: 

Women’s participation in District Planning 

Committees has created positive social changes 

in local governance. Their involvement has 

improved transparency, community participation, 

and awareness regarding welfare schemes. 

Improvement in Leadership Skills: 

Women representatives have developed 

leadership and communication skills through 

active participation in governance. 
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Increase in Social Awareness: 

Participation in planning processes has increased 

awareness about education, health, sanitation, 

and women’s rights. 

Strengthening Democratic Participation: 

Women’s representation has strengthened 

democratic values and inclusive governance at 

the grassroots level. 

Promotion of Social Development: 

Women representatives have focused more on 

welfare-oriented and community-cantered 

development activities. 

Suggestions and Measures: 1. Special 

training programs should be organized for 

women representatives. 2. Awareness regarding 

local governance and planning should be 

increased among women. 3. Financial and 

administrative support should be provided to 

women representatives. 4. Social barriers and 

gender discrimination should be reduced through 

awareness campaigns. 5. Women should be 

encouraged to participate actively in planning 

and decision-making processes. 

Conclusion: Women empowerment and 

active participation in District Planning 

Committees are important for democratic and 

inclusive development. Women’s involvement in 

planning processes has contributed significantly 

to social awareness, leadership development, and 

community welfare. However, social barriers, 

economic dependency, lack of awareness, and 

administrative challenges still limit women’s 

effective participation. Therefore, proper 

training, awareness, and institutional support are 

necessary to strengthen women’s role in local 

governance and district-level planning. Women’s 

active participation can play an important role in 

achieving sustainable and participatory 

development in society. 
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प िंडारण की कृषक सिंरचना:  श्चिमी राजस्थान के ग्रामीण समदुाय का 

समाजशास्त्रीय अध्ययन 
डॉ. हरदयाल भाटी, जी. डी. ममेोररयल कॉलजे, जोध रु. 

 

रॉबटट रेडफील्ड के अनुसार कृषक वे लोग हैं जो कम 

से कम इस बात में समान हैं कक कृश्चष उनकी आजीश्चवका 

का साधन एविं जीवन श्चवश्चध ह,ै जो अर्जटत   िंजी का 

 ुनर्नटवेश करत ेहुए ककसी श्चवश्चशष्ट प्रकार की सामुदाश्चयक 

श्चस्थश्चत में श्चनवास करत े हैं। अतः कृषक की तुलना ऐसे 

व्यश्चि से की जा सकती ह ैजो भ श्चम के साथ जुडा हुआ ह ै

और श्चजसका उस भ श्चम के साथ  रम् रा तथा भावना 

द्वारा गहरा सम्बन्ध होता ह।ै रेमण्ड फथट न े कृषक 

समुदाय को एक अर्द्ट स्वायत्त एविं श्चवश्चशष्ट सिंस्कृश्चत के रू  

में स्थाश्च त ककया ह ै तथा ऐसे समुदायों को सरल 

तकनीकी ज्ञान एविं सीश्चमत उत् ादन से  ररलश्चित ककया 

ह।ै 

शैश्चनन डेश्चनयल थॉनटर, एफ. जी. बेली,  ी. सी. 

जोशी, आन्रे बेतइे, मैककम मेररयट, एस. सी. दबेु 

इत्याकद समाजशाश्चस्त्रयों के कायों एविं अन्य 

समाजशास्त्रीय अध्ययनों से जो तथ्य उभरकर सामन े

आते हैं, उनस ेयह ज्ञात होता ह ैकक कृषक ऐसे लोग हैं जो 

छोटे समुदायों के श्चनवासी काश्तकार हैं और अ नी कृश्चष 

भ श्चम  र फसलें उगाते हैं या  शु ालन करते हैं। ये अ न े

कायट को  ररवार से जुडा हुआ  ाते हैं एविं इसश्चलए 

इनका मुख्य कायट कृश्चष को  ररवार आधाररत गश्चतश्चवश्चध 

बनाना होता ह।ै अश्चनवायट रू  से कृषकों का उन लोगों से 

सम्बन्ध होता ह ैजो कृश्चष नहीं करत ेहैं एविं इनके द्वारा 

उत् ाकदत वस्तुओं का ये आदान-प्रदान करत े हैं। इस 

प्रकार कृषक वह व्यश्चि ह ैजो कृश्चष का सिंचालन अ नी 

जीश्चवका के श्चलए करता ह।ै 

प िंडारण गााँव की कुल भ श्चम 9469 बीघा 6 श्चबस्वा 

ह।ै लोकरण एविं केलावा की भााँश्चत ही यह भ श्चम भी चार 

भागों में श्चवभि ह,ै यथा :- 

ताश्चलका सिंख्या 1 प िंडारण में भ श्चम श्चवभाजन, खसरे, खाते एविं लगान दर सन् 1997 

क्र.सिं. भ श्चम श्चवभाजन 
िेत्रफल 

खसरे खात े लगान दर  ( रु). 
बीघा में प्रश्चतशत 

1 कृश्चष भ श्चम 8707-16 91-95 186 124 1044-86 

2 शमलात भ श्चम 627-15 6-63 19 01 लगान मुि 

3 सरकारी भ श्चम 134-29 1-41 26 01 लगान मुि 

4 सा .श्चन .श्चव .भ श्चम 01-00 0-010 01 01 लगान मुि 

 योग 9469-6 100% 232 127 1044-86 

स्रोत  :   टवार मण्डल  ( सुर ुरा )से प िंडारण की जमाबन्दी  ृष्ठ सिंख्या  - 13 

उ युि ताश्चलका से  ता चलता ह ै कक सवाटश्चधक 

भ श्चम कृश्चष भ श्चम 91-95% ह ैएविं अन्य तीन प्रकार की 

भ श्चम प िंडारण के कुल िेत्रफल की 8-05% मात्र ह।ै 

इसमें से 6-63% शमलात भ श्चम ह ै और शषे 1-42% 

भ श्चम में सरकारी भ श्चम एविं सावटजश्चनक श्चनमाटण श्चवभाग 

की भ श्चम ह।ै प िंडारण की यह भ श्चम 232 छोटे-बडे भ श्चम 

खसरों में श्चवभाश्चजत ह।ै इन खसरों में से 80-17% कृश्चष 

भ श्चम के एविं शेष 19-83% अन्य तीन प्रकार भ श्चमयों के 

हैं। इसी प्रकार सवाटश्चधक खाते 97-64% कृश्चष भ श्चम से 

ही सम्बश्चन्धत हैं एविं शेष तीनों भ श्चमयों का िेत्रफल एक-

एक खाते में अिंककत ह।ै इस कृश्चष भ श्चम से सरकार को 

1044-86 रु य ेकी वार्षटक आमदनी हो सकती ह।ै मगर 

सरकार ने यह वस ली श्च छल े10 वषट से बन्द कर रखी 

ह।ै  

प िंडारण की उ यिु कृश्चष भ श्चम एक ही प्रकार 

बरानी अव्वल ककस्म की ह,ै जो  श्चिमी राजस्थान में 

उत् ादकता की दशृ्चष्ट से सवटश्रेष्ठ मानी जाती ह।ै इस भ श्चम 

की भर  र फसल उत् ादकता के कारण यह गााँव वतटमान 

समय तक अकाल मिु रहा ह।ै  

भ स्वाश्चमत्व: श्चनवासी एविं अश्चनवासी भ श्चमस्वाश्चमयों 

की दशृ्चष्ट से प िंडारण की कृश्चष भ श्चम को दो भागों में 

श्चवभि ककया जा सकता है  :-  

ताश्चलका सिंख्या:2  प िंडारण में श्चनवास के आधार  र भ श्चमस्वाश्चमत्व 

का श्चवभाजन सन् 1997 

क्र.सिं. शे्रश्चणयााँ 
िेत्रफल 

बीघा में प्रश्चतशत 

1 श्चनवासी कृश्चष भ श्चमस्वामी 6946-13 79-77 

2 अश्चनवासी कृश्चष भ श्चमस्वामी 1761-03 20-23 

 योग 8707-16 100% 

स्रोत  :   टवार मण्डल  ( सुर ुरा )से प िंडारण की जमाबन्दी  ( 1997 

उ युि ताश्चलका दशाटती ह ै कक प िंडारण की कृश्चष 

भ श्चम के अश्चधकािंश स्वामी स्थानीय हैं, मगर अश्चनवासी 
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कृश्चष भ श्चमस्वाश्चमयों का भ श्चमस्वाश्चमत्व  ( 20-23%) भी 

 याटप्त मात्रा में ह।ै इन दोनों भ श्चमस्वाश्चमत्व श्रेश्चणयों की 

श्चवस्तृत जानकारी ताश्चलका सिंख्या 5:7 में दी गई ह।ै 

धार्मटक आधार  र प िंडारण की जमाबन्दी में तीन प्रकार 

का भ श्चमस्वाश्चमत्व दशृ्चष्टगत होता ह।ै इन तीनों श्रेश्चणयों को 

श्चनम्न ताश्चलका में दशाटया गया है  :-  

ताश्चलका सिंख्या 3 प िंडारण में धार्मटक आधार  र भ श्चमस्वाश्चमत्व का 

श्चवभाजन सन् 1997 

क्र.सिं. धमट/जनजाश्चत 
कृश्चष भ श्चम 

बीघा में प्रश्चतशत 

1 श्चहन्द  7332-25 84-21 

2 भील 886-92 10-19 

3 मुसलमान 487-99 5-60 

 योग 8707-16 100% 

स्रोत  :   टवार मण्डल  ( सुर ुरा )से प िंडारण की जमाबन्दी  ( 1997 

उ युि ताश्चलका में श्चहन्द  एविं गैर श्चहन्द  जनसिंख्या 

में भ श्चमस्वाश्चमत्व क्रमशः 84-21% एविं 15-79% ह।ै यह 

आाँकडा धार्मटक आधार  र प िंडारण में श्चहन्दओुं के भ श्चम 

 र सवाटश्चधक श्चनयिंत्रण को दशाटता ह।ै प िंडारण की 

उ युि सम्  णट कृश्चष भ श्चम भ गभटजल के लवणयिु एविं 

खारा होने के कारण अपसिंश्चचत ह।ै  

कृषक श्रशे्चणयााँ: कृश्चष भ श्चम के िते्रफल के आधार  र 

प िंडारण के कृषक  ररवार श्चनम्न चार कृषक श्रेश्चणयों में 

श्चवभि हैं  :-                         

ताश्चलका सिंख्या 4 प िंडारण में कृश्चष भ श्चम के आकार  र आधाररत 

कृषक शे्रश्चणयााँ सन् 2000 

क्र.सिं. कृषक शे्रश्चणयााँ 
कृषक  ररवार 

सिंख्या प्रश्चतशत 

1 बडे कृषक  ररवार 52 36-62 

2 मध्यम कृषक  ररवार 27 19-014 

3 श्चनम्न कृषक  ररवार 37 26-056 

4 अत्यन्त श्चनम्न कृषक  ररवार 26 18-31 

 योग 142 100% 

स्रोत  :  अनुसन्धानकताट द्वारा सन् 2000 में ककया गया सवेिण। 

ताश्चलका से सिंकेत श्चमलता ह ै कक 36-62% कृषक 

 ररवार एक कृषक श्रेणी में सश्चम्मश्चलत हैं एविं शेष 63-

68% में तीन कृषक श्रेश्चणयों के  ररवार श्चस्थत हैं। इनमें 

से 18-31% कृषक  ररवारों के  ास कृश्चष भ श्चम  याटप्त 

मात्रा में नहीं ह,ै अतः ये लोग अन्य कृषकों से कृश्चष भ श्चम 

ककराय ेया श्चहस्से  र लेते हैं अथवा द सरे कृषकों के यहााँ 

श्रश्चमक के रू  में कृश्चष कायट करते हैं। सिंलग्न आलेख कृश्चष 

भ श्चम  र आधाररत कृषक  ररवारों की श्रेश्चणयों को 

दशाटता ह।ै 

प िंडारण की कृषक जाश्चतयााँ एविं कृश्चष भ श्चम: 

प िंडारण में श्चनवास करन ेवाली कृषक भ श्चमस्वामी 

जाश्चतयों में राज  त, नाई, सुथार, दजी, मेघवाल, 

 ुरोश्चहत, स्वामी, सिंत, रबारी एविं मुसलमान व भील 

जनजाश्चत ह।ै इन ग्यारह जाश्चतयों में से एक भी 

 रम् रागत रू  से कृश्चष कायट नहीं करती थी। मगर 

प्रत्यि-अप्रत्यि रू  से राज  त,  ुरोश्चहत, मेघवाल, 

रबारी, मुसलमान एविं भील जनजाश्चत के लोग कृश्चष कायट 

करते रह ेहैं। नाई, सुथार, दजी, स्वामी एविं सिंत जाश्चत 

का गुजारा अश्चधकािंशतः जजमानी व्यवस्था से चलता था 

और इससे होने वाली आय से अ ना जीश्चवको ाजटन 

करती थी। मगर वतटमान समय में अन्य स्थानों की तरह 

प िंडारण में भी जजमानी व्यवस्था का ढााँचा कमजोर 

होने के कारण इन  ााँचों जाश्चतयों का झुकाव कृश्चष की 

ओर हो गया ह ैएविं अब ये  ााँचों जाश्चतयााँ अश्चधकािंशतः 

कृश्चष उ ाजटन से अ ना जीवन श्चनवाटह करती हैं। इन 

 ााँचों जाश्चतयों की जनसिंख्या, कायटशील जनसिंख्या, कृश्चष 

व्यवसाय में सिंलग्न कायटशील जनसिंख्या एविं इनके  ास 

उ लब्ध कृश्चष भ श्चम के श्चवश्लेषण से उ युि कथन स् ष्ट 

होता ह,ै यथा : 

ताश्चलका सिंख्या 6 

प िंडारण में सेवक जाश्चतयों की श्चस्थश्चत सन् 2000 

क्र.सिं. जाश्चत 
जनसिंख्या कायटशील व्यश्चि कृश्चष में सिंलग्न व्यश्चि कृश्चष भ श्चम 

सिंख्या प्रश्चतशत सिंख्या प्रश्चतशत सिंख्या प्रश्चतशत बीघा में प्रश्चतशत 

1 दजी 82 35-65 35 29-41 27 28-13 333-60 22-30 

2 सिंत 49 21-30 26 21-85 18 18-75 158-8 10-61 

3 सुथार 46 20-0 29 24-37 27 28-13 383-46 25-63 

4 नाई 37 16-086 21 17-65 17 17-70 438-35 29-30 

5 स्वामी 16 6-96 08 6-72 07 7-29 182-00 12-16 

 
योग 230 100% 119 100% 96 100% 1496-21 100% 

स्रोत  :  सवेिण एविं  टवार मण्डल  ( सुर ुरा )से प िंडारण की जमाबन्दी  ( 1997)  ृष्ठ सिंख्या 2-13 तक। 

उ युि ताश्चलका से  ता चलता ह ैकक प िंडारण की 

सेवक जाश्चतयों में से दजी जाश्चत की जनसिंख्या सवाटश्चधक 

ह ैएविं इसी अन ुात में इस जाश्चत की कायटशील जनसिंख्या 

भी ह।ै इन  ााँच सेवक जाश्चतयों की कायटशील जनसिंख्या 

का 80-67% भाग कृश्चष व्यवसाय में सिंलग्न ह।ै कृश्चष 

व्यवसाय में इन जाश्चतयों के उ युि प्रश्चतश्चनश्चधत्व को 

उनकी कायटशील जनसिंख्या के अनु ात में देखन े र ज्ञात 

होता ह ैकक सुथार जाश्चत की 93-10%, स्वामी जाश्चत की 
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87-5%, नाई जाश्चत की 80-95%, दजी जाश्चत की 77-

14% एविं सिंत जाश्चत की 69-23% कायटशील जनसिंख्या 

एकमात्र कृश्चष व्यवसाय में सिंलग्न ह ैएविं शेष कायटशील 

जनसिंख्या कृश्चष से सम्बश्चन्धत एविं अन्य व्यवसायों में 

सिंलग्न ह।ै इन सेवक जाश्चतयों में सवाटश्चधक कृश्चष भ श्चम नाई 

जाश्चत के  ास ह ैएविं शेष सेवक जाश्चतयों के  ास भी कृश्चष 

भ श्चम  याटप्त मात्रा में दशृ्चष्टगत होती ह।ै इस प्रकार इन 

 ााँचों सेवक जाश्चतयों की कायटशील जनसिंख्या का 

औसतन 75% भाग कृश्चष व्यवसाय में सिंलग्न ह ैएविं इनके 

 ास  याटप्त मात्रा में कृश्चष भ श्चम भी ह।ै अतः ये  ााँचों 

सेवक जाश्चतयााँ कृषक जाश्चतयों में सश्चम्मश्चलत हो कर 

प िंडारण की कुल ग्यारह कृषक जाश्चतयों का श्चनमाटण 

करती हैं। 

प िंडारण में श्चनवास करने वाली उ युि ग्यारह 

जाश्चतयों के कृश्चष भ श्चमस्वाश्चमत्व को उनके  ररवारों के 

सन्दभट में देखन े र श्चनम्न तथ्य प्राप्त होते हैं  —  

ताश्चलका सिंख्या 8 प िंडारण में  ररवारों एविं कृश्चष भ श्चम 

का तुलनात्मक प्रश्चतशत 

क्र.सिं. जाश्चत 
 ररवारों एविं कृश्चष भ श्चम प्रश्चतशत 

 ररवार प्रश्चतशत कृश्चष भ श्चम प्रश्चतशत 

1- राज  त 39-44 52-14 

2- भील 23-94 11-64 

3- दजी 8-45 4-80 

4- मुसलमान 7-042 5-48 

5- सिंत 4-93 2-29 

6- नाई 4-23 6-31 

7- सुथार 4-23 5-52 

8-  ुरोश्चहत 2-11 3-61 

9- रबारी 2-11 1-26 

10- मेघवाल 2-11 4-29 

11- स्वामी 1-41 2-62 

 
योग 100% 100% 

स्रोत  :  अनुसन्धानकताट द्वारा सन् 2000 में ककया गया सवेिण एविं 

 टवार मण्डल  ( सुर ुरा )से प िंडारण की जमाबन्दी  ( 1997) 

उ युि ताश्चलका दशाटती ह ै कक राज  त जाश्चत के 

 ास  ररवार प्रश्चतशत से 12-70% कृश्चष भ श्चम अश्चधक ह ै

जबकक श्चद्वतीय स्तर की  ( जनसिंख्या की दशृ्चष्ट से )भील 

जनजाश्चत के  ास  ररवारों के प्रश्चतशत से 12-30% कृश्चष 

भ श्चम कम ह ैऔर शेष आठ जाश्चतयों व मुसलमानों में से 

 ााँच जाश्चतयों के  ास कृश्चष भ श्चम  ररवार प्रश्चतशत से 

अ ेिाकृत अश्चधक ह ैएविं तीन जाश्चतयों व मुसलमानों के 

 ास  ररवार प्रश्चतशत से कृश्चष भ श्चम कम दशृ्चष्टगत होती 

ह।ै इस प्रकार प िंडारण में लोकरण एविं केलावा की भााँश्चत 

आवश्यकता से अश्चधक कृश्चष भ श्चम राज  त जाश्चत के  ास 

केश्चन्रत ह।ै प िंडारण की कृषक जाश्चतयों के  ररवार एविं 

उनके कृश्चष भ श्चम प्रश्चतशत को श्चनम्न आलेख द्वारा भी 

समझा जा सकता ह।ै 

कृश्चष व्यवस्था: प िंडारण में 142  ररवार हैं, ये 

सभी  ररवार कृश्चष व्यवसाय करत े हैं। भ जल के 

लवणयुि होन े के कारण प िंडारण की कृश्चष भ श्चम 

अपसिंश्चचत ह।ै इन  ररवारों में से नौ  ररवार श्चवश्चभन्न 

नगरीय िेत्रों में श्चनवास करते हैं, मगर बरसात ऋतु में ये 

 ररवार मुश्चखया सश्चहत गााँव आ जाते हैं।  ररवार 

मुश्चखया कृश्चष कायट आरम्भ करवाकर  ुनः नगरों में जाते 

हैं एविं  ररवार के अन्य सदस्य कृश्चष कायट समाप्त करके 

नगरीय िेत्रों में लौट जाते हैं। नगरीय िेत्रों में श्चनवास 

करने वाले इन नौ  ररवारों में से दो सरकारी सेवा में 

एविं शेष सात अश्चधकािंशतः क डा व श्चसलाई का कायट 

करते हैं। इन  ररवारों के अश्चतररि प िंडारण की कृश्चष 

भ श्चम  ( बरानी अव्वल )सवटश्रेष्ठ होने के कारण समी  के 

ल णावास, कािंकरला, बालोतरा, नवातला, ग्वालनाथ 

एविं मेली गााँव के श्चनवाश्चसयों ने प िंडारण की 20-23% 

कृश्चष भ श्चम क्रय कर रखी ह।ै ये लोग भी बरसात ऋतु में 

यहााँ कृश्चष कायट करन ेआ जात ेहैं एविं कृश्चष कायट समाप्त 

करके  ुनः अ ने गााँवों में लौट जाते हैं। इन अश्चनवाश्चसयों 

में कुछ लोग कृश्चष बुवाई करके  ुनः अ ने गााँवों को लौट 

जाते हैं क्योंकक यहााँ बरसात ऋत ुमें  श ुलोगों के स्वयिं 

के खेत में ही रहते हैं, उन्हें स्वतन्त्र नहीं छोडा जाता ह।ै 

ये अश्चनवासी समय-समय  र यहााँ आकर फसल की 

देखरेख करते हैं और  कने  र काट कर ले जाते हैं एविं 

कुछ लोग यहााँ स्थायी रू  से कृश्चष कायट के दौरान 

श्चनवास भी करत े हैं। इस प्रकार प िंडारण की कृश्चष 

व्यवस्था में दो प्रकार के  ररवार एविं अश्चनवासी कृषक 

भ श्चमस्वामी दशृ्चष्टगत होते हैं  :-  

कृषक भ श्चमस्वामी  ररवार: ये लोग प्रमुख रू  से 

इसी व्यवसाय  र आधाररत हैं। इसके साथ सहयोगी 

व्यवसाय के रू  में ये लोग  शु ालन, श्रम, ठेकेदारी, 

व्या ार एविं सरकारी सेवा भी करत ेहैं। मगर कृश्चष के 

साथ इन सहयोगी व्यवसायों को सीश्चमत मात्रा में ही ये 

कृषक  ररवार करते हैं एविं इन  ररवारों का कोई एक 

सदस्य ककसी एक सहयोगी व्यवसाय में सिंलग्न रहता ह ै

और शेष सभी सदस्य खरीफ फसल से ही सम्बश्चन्धत कोई 

न कोई कायट वषट भर करते रहत ेहैं। अतः इन कृषक कृश्चष 

भ श्चमस्वाश्चमयों का केन्र श्चबन्द ु कृश्चष व्यवसाय ही ह।ै ये 

प िंडारण  ररवार सिंख्या के 97-66% हैं। 

अस्थायी कृषक भ श्चमस्वामी  ररवार: ये  ररवार 

सरकारी एविं श्चनजी सेवाओं व अन्य व्यवसायों के कारण 

नगरीय िेत्रों में श्चनवास करत े हैं। बरसात के समय ये 

 ररवार मुश्चखया सश्चहत प िंडारण लौट आते हैं। मुश्चखया 

कृश्चष कायट आरम्भ करवाकर वा स चला जाता ह ैएविं 

शेष  ररवार सदस्य भी कृश्चष कायट समाप्त करके नगरों में 
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लौट जाते हैं। ये प िंडारण की  ररवार सिंख्या के 6-34% 

हैं। 
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प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालयो में पहिंदी श्चशिण की समस्याएाँ 

प्रीती मनोहर चिंदनखेडे, शोध छात्रा, रा. तु. म. नाग  र श्चवद्या ीठ, नाग  र. 

 

सारािंश: प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालयों में पहिंदी श्चशिण भारतीय श्चशिा व्यवस्था का एक महत्व  णट अिंग ह।ै पहिंदी भारत 

की राजभाषा होने के साथ-साथ करोडों बच्चों की मातृभाषा भी ह।ै इसके बावज द, आज प्राथश्चमक स्तर  र पहिंदी 

श्चशिण अनेक गिंभीर समस्याओं से ज झ रहा ह।ै इस शोध  त्र में प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालयों में पहिंदी श्चशिण की प्रमुख 

समस्याओं का श्चवश्लेषणात्मक अध्ययन ककया गया ह।ै 

अध्ययन में यह  ाया गया कक अप्रश्चशश्चित श्चशिक,  ुरानी श्चशिण श्चवश्चधयााँ,  ाठ्यक्रम की जरटलता, श्चशिण 

सामग्री का अभाव, अिंग्रेजी माध्यम का बढ़ता प्रभाव तथा बहुभाषी  ररवेश जैसी समस्याएाँ पहिंदी श्चशिण को प्रभाश्चवत 

कर रही हैं। राष्ट्रीय श्चशिा नीश्चत 2020 और राष्ट्रीय  ाठ्यचयाट की रू रेखा 2005 के आलोक में इन समस्याओं के 

समाधान हते ुसुझाव भी प्रस्तुत ककए गए हैं। 

मखु्य शब्द: पहिंदी श्चशिण, प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालय, श्चशिण समस्याएाँ, राष्ट्रीय श्चशिा नीश्चत,  ाठ्यक्रम, श्चशिक 

प्रश्चशिण, बहुभाश्चषकता 

 

१. प्रस्तावना: पहिंदी भाषा भारत की राजभाषा 

और सािंस्कृश्चतक  हचान का अश्चभन्न अिंग ह।ै सिंश्चवधान के 

अनुच्छेद ३४३ के अनुसार पहिंदी भारत सिंघ की 

राजभाषा ह।ै प्राथश्चमक स्तर  र पहिंदी श्चशिण का उदे्दश्य 

बच्चों में भाषायी दिता श्चवकश्चसत करना, उनकी सोचने-

समझने की शश्चि को मजब त करना और उन्हें भारतीय 

सिंस्कृश्चत से जोडना ह।ै 

 रिंत ु आज की वास्तश्चवकता यह ह ै कक प्राथश्चमक 

श्चवद्यालयों में पहिंदी श्चशिण की श्चस्थश्चत अत्यिंत पचिंताजनक 

ह।ै ग्रामीण और शहरी दोनों िेत्रों में श्चशिकों की कमी, 

अ याटप्त सिंसाधन, और श्चशिण की  ुरानी  र्द्श्चतयााँ पहिंदी 

भाषा के प्रभावी श्चशिण में बाधक बन रही हैं। ASER 

(Annual Status of Education Report) २०२३ 

की रर ोटट बताती ह ै कक किा ३ के केवल २० प्रश्चतशत  

छात्र ही सरल पहिंदी  ाठ  ढ़न ेमें सिम हैं। 

राष्ट्रीय  ाठ्यचयाट की रू रेखा (NCF) २००५ न े

पहिंदी श्चशिण को बाल-कें करत और रचनात्मक बनाने की 

श्चसफाररश की थी, ककिं तु इसका कक्रयान्वयन अभी भी 

अ ेश्चित स्तर तक नहीं हो  ाया ह।ै राष्ट्रीय श्चशिा नीश्चत 

(NEP) २०२० में भी मातृभाषा में श्चशिण को 

प्राथश्चमकता दी गई ह,ै  रिंत ुइसके साथ अनेक चुनौश्चतयााँ 

भी जुडी हुई हैं। 

प्रस्तुत शोध  त्र में प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालयों में पहिंदी 

श्चशिण की प्रमुख समस्याओं का व्या क श्चवश्लेषण ककया 

गया ह ै तथा इन समस्याओं के श्चनराकरण के श्चलए 

व्यावहाररक सुझाव प्रस्तुत ककए गए हैं। 

२. शोध प्रश्चवश्चध (Methodology): यह शोध  त्र 

श्चद्वतीयक स्रोतों  र आधाररत वणटनात्मक एविं 

श्चवश्लेषणात्मक शोध  र्द्श्चत (Descriptive and 

Analytical Research Method)  र आधाररत ह।ै 

इस अध्ययन में श्चनम्नश्चलश्चखत स्रोतों का उ योग ककया 

गया ह:ै 

क) प्रकाश्चशत शोध  त्र — ResearchGate, 

IJFMR, JETIR, NCBI-PMC जैसे अिंतराटष्ट्रीय शोध 

डेटाबेस। 

ख) सरकारी दस्तावेज़ — NCF 2005, NEP 

2020, NCERT रर ोटट और ASER रर ोटट। 

ग) श्चवशेषज्ञों के श्चवचार — श्चशिाश्चवदों एविं पहिंदी 

श्चशिण के िेत्र में कायटरत श्चवद्वानों के लेख।  
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अध्ययन की प्रकृश्चत गुणात्मक (Qualitative) ह।ै 

श्चवश्चभन्न स्रोतों से प्राप्त स चनाओं का तुलनात्मक श्चवश्लेषण 

करके श्चनष्कषट श्चनकाले गए हैं। शोध का िेत्र भारत के 

प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालय (किा १ से ५ तक) हैं। 

३. प्रमखु समस्याएाँ: प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालयों में पहिंदी 

श्चशिण की समस्याओं को श्चनम्नश्चलश्चखत वगों में श्चवभाश्चजत 

ककया जा सकता ह:ै 

३.१  अप्रश्चशश्चित एविं अयोग्य श्चशिक: पहिंदी श्चशिण 

की सबसे बडी समस्या यह ह ै कक अनेक प्राथश्चमक 

श्चवद्यालयों में पहिंदी  ढ़ाने वाले श्चशिकों को श्चवषय-श्चवशेष 

का  याटप्त प्रश्चशिण नहीं श्चमला ह।ै ResearchGate  र 

प्रकाश्चशत एक अध्ययन के अनुसार, भारत में लगभग ४० 

प्रश्चतशत प्राथश्चमक श्चशिकों को भाषा श्चशिण की 

आधुश्चनक श्चवश्चधयों का ज्ञान नहीं ह।ै 

PMC (PubMed Central) में प्रकाश्चशत शोध में 

यह भी  ाया गया ह ै कक ग्रामीण िेत्रों में श्चशिकों की 

भती प्रकक्रया में गुणवत्ता से अश्चधक सिंख्या को 

प्राथश्चमकता दी जाती ह,ै श्चजससे पहिंदी श्चशिण की 

गुणवत्ता प्रभाश्चवत होती ह।ै 

३.२   रुानी एविं अप्रभावी श्चशिण श्चवश्चधयााँ: आज 

भी अश्चधकािंश प्राथश्चमक किाओं में पहिंदी श्चशिण के श्चलए 

रटन- र्द्श्चत (Rote Learning Method) का प्रयोग 

ककया जाता ह।ै IJFMR में प्रकाश्चशत शोध के अनुसार, 

श्चवद्यार्थटयों में भाषायी रुश्चच श्चवकश्चसत करन े के श्चलए 

गश्चतश्चवश्चध-आधाररत श्चशिण की आवश्यकता ह,ै ककिं तु 

अश्चधकािंश श्चशिक  रिं रागत व्याख्यान श्चवश्चध (Lecture 

Method)  र ही श्चनभटर रहते हैं। 

NCF 2005 ने बाल-कें करत श्चशिण, रचनात्मक 

लेखन और सहयोगी अश्चधगम (Cooperative 

Learning) जैसी  र्द्श्चतयों को अ नान ेका सुझाव कदया 

था,  रिंत ुइसका व्यावहाररक कक्रयान्वयन अत्यिंत सीश्चमत 

रहा ह।ै 

३.३  श्चशिण सामग्री एविं सिंसाधनों का अभाव: 

प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालयों में पहिंदी श्चशिण के श्चलए  याटप्त 

श्चशिण-अश्चधगम सामग्री (TLM) का अभाव एक गिंभीर 

समस्या ह।ै ग्रामीण एविं आकदवासी िेत्रों के श्चवद्यालयों में 

 ुस्तकालय, किं प्य टर, स्माटट बोडट जैसी सुश्चवधाओं का 

श्चनतािंत अभाव ह।ै NCBI-PMC में प्रकाश्चशत एक शोध 

के अनुसार,  याटप्त बुश्चनयादी ढााँचे के अभाव में श्चशिकों 

की योग्यता भी व्यथट हो जाती ह।ै 

इसके अश्चतररि, पहिंदी की  ाठ्य ुस्तकें  प्रायः छात्रों 

के दैश्चनक जीवन से असिंबर्द् होती हैं, श्चजससे बच्चों में 

पहिंदी के प्रश्चत अरुश्चच उत् न्न होती ह।ै 

३.४  बहुभाषी  ररवशे की चनुौती: भारत एक 

बहुभाषी राष्ट्र ह।ै अनेक प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालयों में ऐसे बचे्च 

आत े हैं श्चजनकी मातृभाषा पहिंदी नहीं ह।ै ऐसे बच्चों के 

श्चलए पहिंदी एक श्चद्वतीय या तृतीय भाषा होती ह।ै 

महाराष्ट्र, तश्चमलनाडु, केरल और बिंगाल जैसे गैर-पहिंदी 

भाषी राज्यों में यह समस्या और अश्चधक गिंभीर हो जाती 

ह।ै 

Spracklen तथा अन्य शोधकताटओं न े ाया ह ैकक 

जब बचे्च ऐसी भाषा में श्चशिा प्राप्त करत े हैं जो उनकी 

मातृभाषा नहीं होती, तो उनकी अश्चधगम िमता  र 

नकारात्मक प्रभाव  डता ह।ै NEP 2020 न ेइसीश्चलए 

प्राथश्चमक स्तर  र मातृभाषा में श्चशिण को अश्चनवायट 

बनाने का सुझाव कदया ह।ै 

३.५ अिंग्रजेी माध्यम का बढ़ता प्रभाव: वतटमान 

समय में अिंग्रेजी माध्यम श्चवद्यालयों की बढ़ती 

लोकश्चप्रयता के कारण अश्चभभावकों में पहिंदी माध्यम 

श्चशिा के प्रश्चत उ ेिा का भाव बढ़ा ह।ै इससे सरकारी 

पहिंदी माध्यम श्चवद्यालयों में नामािंकन में श्चगरावट आई ह ै

और पहिंदी श्चशिण की गुणवत्ता और भी प्रभाश्चवत हुई ह।ै 

शहरी िेत्रों में तो यह श्चस्थश्चत अत्यिंत पचिंताजनक ह ै

जहााँ पहिंदी को 'कमतर' भाषा समझा जाने लगा ह।ै इससे 

बच्चों में पहिंदी के प्रश्चत नकारात्मक दशृ्चष्टकोण श्चवकश्चसत 

होता ह ैजो उनके भाषायी श्चवकास को बाश्चधत करता ह।ै 

३.६  ाठ्यक्रम की जरटलता और अप्रासिंश्चगकता: 

प्राथश्चमक स्तर के पहिंदी  ाठ्यक्रम में कई बार ऐसी 

सामग्री सश्चम्मश्चलत होती ह ै जो बच्चों के अनुभव और 

 ररवेश से मेल नहीं खाती।  ाठ्य ुस्तकों की भाषा बच्चों 

की दैश्चनक बोलचाल की भाषा से अलग होती ह।ै इससे 

बच्चों की पहिंदी में रुश्चच घटती ह।ै 

JETIR में प्रकाश्चशत एक शोध के अनुसार, 

 ाठ्यक्रम की प्रासिंश्चगकता और बाल-कें करत दशृ्चष्टकोण 

ककसी भी भाषा श्चशिण की सफलता के श्चलए अश्चनवायट 

हैं। 

३.७ म ल्यािंकन  र्द्श्चत की कश्चमयााँ: वतटमान में पहिंदी 

का म ल्यािंकन मुख्यतः श्चलश्चखत  रीिाओं तक सीश्चमत ह,ै 

श्चजसमें रटन शश्चि को अश्चधक महत्व कदया जाता ह।ै 

मौश्चखक अश्चभव्यश्चि,  ठन कौशल, श्रवण कौशल और 

सृजनात्मक लेखन का म ल्यािंकन प्रायः उ ेश्चित रहता ह।ै 

इससे भाषायी दिता का वास्तश्चवक श्चवकास नहीं हो 

 ाता। 

४. समस्याओं के समाधान:  

४.१ श्चशिक प्रश्चशिण को सशि बनाना: सभी 

प्राथश्चमक पहिंदी श्चशिकों के श्चलए श्चनयश्चमत प्रश्चशिण 

कायटक्रम आयोश्चजत ककए जाने चाश्चहए। NEP 2020 के 

अनुसार प्रश्चत वषट न्य नतम 50 घिंटे का सतत व्यावसाश्चयक 

श्चवकास (CPD) सभी श्चशिकों के श्चलए अश्चनवायट ककया 

जाना चाश्चहए। 

४.२ आधशु्चनक श्चशिण श्चवश्चधयााँ अ नाना: 

गश्चतश्चवश्चध-आधाररत श्चशिण (Activity Based 

Learning), खेल- र्द्श्चत, कहानी-कथन, नाटक और 
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सम ह चचाट जैसी  र्द्श्चतयों को पहिंदी श्चशिण में अ नाने 

से छात्रों में भाषा के प्रश्चत रुश्चच एविं उत्सुकता बढ़ती ह।ै 

४.३ श्चडश्चजटल एविं दशृ्य-श्रव्य सामग्री का उ योग: 

स्माटट क्लास, शैश्चिक वीश्चडयो, ऑश्चडयो कहाश्चनयााँ और 

पहिंदी भाषा से सिंबिंश्चधत श्चडश्चजटल अनुप्रयोगों (Apps) का 

उ योग पहिंदी श्चशिण को रोचक और प्रभावी बना सकता 

ह।ै IJFMR के शोध के अनसुार, ICT के उ योग से 

भाषा श्चशिण की प्रभावशीलता में उल्लेखनीय वृश्चर्द् 

होती ह।ै 

४.४ बहुभाषी दशृ्चष्टकोण अ नाना: NCF 2005 

तथा NEP 2020 दोनों ही बहुभाश्चषकता को शश्चि के 

रू  में देखते हैं। श्चशिकों को बच्चों की मातृभाषा का सेतु 

के रू  में उ योग करके पहिंदी श्चसखाना चाश्चहए। इससे 

बच्चों में पहिंदी के प्रश्चत सहज रुश्चच श्चवकश्चसत होती ह।ै 

४.५  ाठ्यक्रम सधुार: पहिंदी  ाठ्यक्रम को बच्चों के 

दैश्चनक जीवन,  ररवेश और सािंस्कृश्चतक अनुभवों से जोडा 

जाना चाश्चहए।  ाठ्य ुस्तकों में रोचक कहाश्चनयााँ, 

कश्चवताएाँ,  हशे्चलयााँ और स्थानीय लोककथाओं को 

सश्चम्मश्चलत ककया जाए। 

५. श्चनष्कषट (Conclusion): प्राथश्चमक श्चवद्यालयों 

में पहिंदी श्चशिण की समस्याएाँ बहुआयामी और जरटल हैं। 

श्चशिकों का अ याटप्त प्रश्चशिण,  ुरानी श्चशिण श्चवश्चधयााँ, 

सिंसाधनों का अभाव, बहुभाषी चुनौश्चतयााँ और अिंग्रेजी के 

बढ़ते प्रभाव के कारण पहिंदी श्चशिण अ ेश्चित लक्ष्यों को 

प्राप्त नहीं कर  ा रहा ह।ै 

राष्ट्रीय श्चशिा नीश्चत २०२० न े मातृभाषा में 

श्चशिण, श्चशिक प्रश्चशिण और प्रौद्योश्चगकी के समन्वय  र 

बल कदया ह,ै जो इन समस्याओं के समाधान की कदशा में 

एक सकारात्मक कदम ह।ै आवश्यकता ह ैकक इन नीश्चतयों 

का प्रभावी कक्रयान्वयन हो और सभी श्चहतधारक  

सरकार, श्चशिक, अश्चभभावक और समाज श्चमलकर पहिंदी 

श्चशिण को सशि बनान ेमें योगदान करें। 

पहिंदी केवल एक श्चवषय नहीं, बश्चल्क राष्ट्रीय एकता, 

सािंस्कृश्चतक  हचान और सामाश्चजक सिंप्रेषण का माध्यम 

ह।ै अतः प्राथश्चमक स्तर  र पहिंदी श्चशिण को सवोच्च 

प्राथश्चमकता दी जानी चाश्चहए। 
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जागश्चतकीकरण, खाजगीकरण आश्चण आव्हाने 

अल्का रतीराम फुलझले,े सिंशोधक श्चवद्याथी, गोंडवाना श्चवद्या ीठ, गडश्चचरोली. 

  

प्रस्तावना: आजचे यगु ह ेश्चवज्ञानाचे युग आह.ेनव्या 

 ररवतटनाची श्चस्थत्यिंतरे घड न यते आहते.कोरोना श्चवषाण  

महामारीने साऱ्या जगाला भयग्रस्त केले आह.े 

जागश्चतकरणातील माण स स्वतःचे अश्चस्तत्व 

रटकश्चवण्यासाठी धड डत आह.े या महामारीने फि 

आरोग्य यिंत्रणलेाच आव्हान कदले नाही तर साऱ्या 

मानवीय यिंत्रणेला प्रभाश्चवत केले आह.ेया ग्लोबल युगाला  

जागश्चतकीकरणातील व्यवस्थनेे ख जे केले आह.े 

अथटव्यवस्थेच्या बदलत्या श्चसर्द्ािंताने मानवीय सभ्य 

समाजाला नव्या चिंगळशाही, सिंघषाटही श्चवषमतामय 

जगा ुढे झुकायला लावलिं आह.े 

नव्वदोत्तर काळात मानवी जीवन झ ाट्याने 

बदलायला सुरुवात झाली त्याचे मुख्य कारण 

जागश्चतकीकरणच आहे .जागश्चतकीकरण या घटनेने कदनािंक 

२४ १९९१जुलै  ला भारतीयाच्या जीवनात श्चवश्चधवत 

प्रवेश केला.जागश्चतकीकरण हा आजच्या काळात 

 रवलीचा शब्द झाला आह.ेसमकालीन राजकीय 

तत्त्वज्ञान राजकीय,आर्थटक सिंज्ञा व प्रकक्रया यािंच्या 

स्वरू ात मलुगामी बदल जागश्चतकीकरण घडव न आण  

 ाहत आह.ेजलद वाहत क व जाश्चहरातीच्या साधनािंमुळे 

जगातील अिंतरे नष्ट झाली.व सरहद्दी नष्ट झाल्या. एवढेच 

नाही तर अवकाश ही सिं ुष्टात आले आह.ेअसे सािंश्चगतल े

जाते जागश्चतकीकरण सिंकल् ना फार जुनी आह.े१९५० 

 ास न अथटकारण, समाजकारण, सिंस्कृतीकरण, 

धमटकारण, राजकारण, शैिश्चणक कारण, साश्चहत्यकारण 

सातत्याने बदलत आह.े प्राचीन काळा ास न आम्ही 

‘वसुधैव कुटुिंबकम’, ‘ ह े श्चवश्वश्चच माझे घर’, ‘श्चवश्वनीड 

आश्चण श्चवश्वग्राम’ यासारखी स्वप्ने  ाहत आलो आह.े 

राष्ट्रवादाचा श्चवचार आिंतरराष्ट्रवादाच्या सिंदभाटत श्चवचार 

करणाऱ्या या श्चवचारविंतािंची महात्मा गािंधी, श्चवनोबा 

भावे अशी ठळक नावे सािंगता येतील. आज जगात अनेक 

देशात जागश्चतकीकरण, खाजगीकरण व उदारीकरण 

याला ऊत आला आह.े जागश्चतकीकरणाश्चशवाय मनुष्य 

जग  शकत नाही,अशी फसवी भ श्चमका भािंडवलदार घेत 

आह.े ज्या जागश्चतकीकरणात माणसाचे माण स  ण 

नागवल े असले तर त े जागश्चतकीकरण कोणाच्या 

फायद्याचे आह?े हा प्रश्न श्चवचार करण्याला भाग  ाडतो. 

भािंडवली अथटकारणाच्या व्यवस्थेन े जगाला गलुाम 

करण्याची नवी व्यवस्था श्चवकश्चसत होत आह.े 

जाश्चहरातबाजीच्या फसव्या मादकाने सामान्य माण स 

घायाळ होत आह.ेसामान्य लोकािंना नव्या 

जागश्चतकीकरणाने सारे दरवाजे बिंद केल ेआहते.  

  भारत हा अश्चवकश्चसत देश अस न १३० करोड 

लोकसिंख्या असलले्या दशेात जागश्चतकीकरणान े आ ल े

 िंख  सरवल े आह.े वतटमान सरकारन े

जागश्चतकीकरणासाठी गालीचा अिंथरून ठेवला आह.े 

खाजगीकरणाच्या माध्यमात न सरकारी सेवा िेत्र 

कवडीमोल भावाने श्चवकल्या जात आहते.गरीब 

लोकािंच्या रि शोषणावर नवे मुि साम्राज्य उभे केल े

जात आह.े जागश्चतकीकरणाचे गिंभीर  ररणाम व प्रभाव 

मानवीय जीवनावर  डला आह.े तसेच साश्चहत्य िेत्र व 

इतर िेत्रही जागश्चतकीकरणाने प्रभाश्चवत झाले आह.े 

 जागश्चतकीकरण म्हणज े काय: जागश्चतकीकरण 

म्हणजे बाजारकें रीय अथटव्यवस्था.या अथटव्यवस्थेमध्य े

कुठल्याही म ल्यािंना कसलेही स्थान नसते.बाजार हाच 

महत्त्वाचा असतो.जागश्चतकीकरण ही एक मुि प्रकक्रया 

अस न अथटकारणाच्या नफ्यासाठी मुबलक साधन 

सिं त्तीच्या व जास्त श्रम,कमी मोबदल्यात काम 

करणाऱ्या देशात जाऊन स्वतःचे साम्राज्य तयार करण े

होय.  

जागश्चतकीकरणासिंबिंधी रिंगनाथ  ठारे म्हणतात, 

“जागश्चतकीकरण म्हणजे जगातल्या वेगवेगळ्या मानवी 

सिंस्कृतीनी एकमेकींशी सिंवाद करणिं,त्यािंनी एकमेकींना 

भेटणिं,त्यािंच्यात काही व्यवहार व्या ार होणिं.” बायश्चस्लस 

व श्चस्मथ यािंनी जागश्चतकीकरणाच्या व्याख्येत म्हटले आह े

की, “जगाच्या श्चवश्चवध भौगोश्चलक िेत्रात राहणाऱ्या 

लोकािंमध्ये वाढते सामाश्चजक,आर्थटक,औद्योश्चगक,व्या ारी 

व सािंस्कृश्चतक सिंबिंध दशटवणारी व्या क प्रकक्रया म्हणजे 

जागश्चतकीकरण होय.” हरेाड टाकेल आश्चण रॉबटट आ ल्या 

व्याख्येत म्हणतात की, “जागश्चतकीकरण ह ेआिंतरराष्ट्रीय 

अथटव्यवस्थेचे एका काल् श्चनक श्चवश्व अथटव्यवस्थेकडे 

होणारे सिंक्रमण दशटवणारी सिंकल् ना आह.े” 

जागश्चतकीकरण ही सिंकल् ना फि अथटव्यवस्थशेी 

सिंबिंश्चधत जरी असली तरी एकिं दर सवटच माणसाच्या 

जीवनात चािंगल े व वाईट  ररणाम करणारी प्रकक्रया 

आह.े 

 जागश्चतकीकरणातील समस्या : जागश्चतकीकरण 

उदारीकरण व खाजगीकरणाच्या तडाख्यात अख्खे जग 

सा डले आह.ेआह ेरे वगाटची मीरासदारी वाढव न नाही रे 

वगाटचे शोषण होत आह.ेजागश्चतकीकरणाच्या सिंक्रमण 

काळात अनेक समस्या श्चनमाटण झाल्या अस न आकदवासी, 

विंश्चचत, शोश्चषत, कामगार, शतेकरी, स्त्री यािंचे नव्यान े

शोषण होत आह.ेमुठभर लोकािंच्या फायद्यासाठी सारा 

देश गुलाम केल्या जात आह.ेरोजगाराच्या वाटा बिंद होत 

आह.े जगाचे झ ाट्यान े सैश्चनकीकरण होत आह.ेरोजी 
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रोटीचा प्रश्न आ वाच न  ुढे उभा आह.े  ृथ्वीवरील 

नैसर्गटक साधनसिं त्तीची अतोनात ल ट चालली आह.े 

भािंडवलदारािंनी नफा कमश्चवण्याच्या नादात श्चनसगाटचे 

मोठे नुकसान केल े आह.े माणसाचे जागश्चतककरण न 

होता वस्त चे जागश्चतकीकरण झाल े आह.े माण स हा 

भेदाभेदाचा, विंशवादाचा, जातीवादाचा श्चशकारी बनत 

आह.े गरीब वगाटला या खाऊजाने हवालकदल केलिं आहे. 

बनावट किं  न्यािंनी माणसाच्या अवयवाचा बाजार 

मािंडला आह.े माणुसकीच्या साऱ्या मयाटदा  ार केल्या 

आहते. महासते्तची नशा जगात जैश्चवक महायुर्द्ाची 

तयारी करत आह.े जागश्चतकीकरणाचा उन्मत सािंड स्टॉक 

एक्सचेंज मध्ये  ाणी भरतो आह.े गरीब व मध्यमवगीय 

यािंना गलुाम केल े जात आह.ेमाणसाला माणसा ास न 

तोडल्या जात आह.े 

 जागश्चतकीकरणाच े  ररणाम : १९९० निंतर 

जागश्चतकीकरणाने झ ाट्याने  ाय  सरायला सुरुवात 

केली. आर्थटक उदारमतवाद, मिु बाजार ेठ, 

 ाश्चिमात्यकरण, इिंटरनेट, माध्यमक्रािंती या 

जागश्चतकीकरणाशी श्चनगश्चडत सिंज्ञािंचा वा र होऊ 

लागला. टेलीकम्युश्चनकेशन, श्चडश्चजटल, कम्प्युटर,  

ऑश्चडओश्चव्हजुअल मीश्चडया यािंनी सरहद्दी ओलािंडल्या. 

नवा माध्यमवगट उदयाला आला. त्यािंच्यासाठी 

शॉप िंगमॉल आल.े श्चवदेशी श्चबयाणे, कीटकनाशके आली. 

शहराचे महानगरात रू ािंतर होऊ लागल.े ग्रामीण 

समाज जीवन कोलमिंडल.े  ारिं ाररक कृषी व्यवस्था 

श्चखळश्चखळी झाली. नव्वदच्या दशकात 

जागश्चतकीकरणािंबरोबरच आणखी दोन गोष्टीचा स्वीकार 

करावा लागतो. त्या गोष्टी म्हणजे ‘खाजगीकरण’ आश्चण 

‘उदारीकरण’. त्याचबरोबर माध्यमक्रािंती, सिंगणक क्रािंती, 

भ्रमणध्वनी, धमटवाद, दहशतवाद उदयास आल.े या 

प्रकक्रयेत महानगर, शहर, श्चनमशहर, खेडे यात लिणीय 

बदल झाल.े जागश्चतकीकरणाच्या काळात बाजार ेठेचे 

तिंत्र प्रभावी ठरत असल्यामळेु ग्रिंथ श्चनर्मटती व ग्रिंथ 

व्यवहार श्चवतरणावर देखील त्याचा  ररणाम झाला. 

जागश्चतकीकरणाचे जगभर  ररणाम घडले. भारतावरही 

झाले. खरे तर भारतात आधीच प्रचिंड दाररद्र्य आश्चण 

श्चवषमता आह.े श्चचवट जाती व्यवस्था आह.े श्चशिणाचे 

अल्  प्रमाण आश्चण कमालीची अिंधश्रर्द्ा असलले्या या 

देशात जागश्चतकीकरणाचा स्वीकार केल्यानिंतर काही 

कदवसातच त्याचे  ररणाम कदस न आल.े १९९०  ास न 

आजतागायत ककतीतरी असिंख्य शेतकऱ्यािंनी आत्महत्या 

केल्या. याश्चशवाय बेकारी कमालीची वाढली. अथाटत 

तिंत्रज्ञानाने श्चनमाटण केलेल्या अनेक गोष्टीमुळे या बेकारीत 

भरच  डत गेली. एकिं दरीत आज आ ल्या देशाची 

आर्थटक  ररश्चस्थती पचिंताजनक आह.े मुठभर लोकािंच्या 

फायद्याचे असलेल े जागश्चतकीकरण जगातील बहुतािंश 

जनतेला या धोरणाने गररबी बेकारी कदली.  गार क ात 

कदली. उ ासमार कदली. नोकऱ्यािंच्या बाजारात 

किं त्राटीकरण कदल.े जीवनावश्यक सेवािंच्या वाढत्या 

ककमती कदल्या. अन्नधान्याची असुरश्चितता कदली. 

जगण्याची अश्चनश्चितता कदली. सािंस्कृश्चतक अ हरण कदल.े  

कामगारािंना व्यवस्था नाची हुक मशाही कदली. 

शेतकऱ्यािंना ढासळत े उत् ादन व कमी भाव कदल.े 

कजटबाजारी णा कदला. आत्महत्या कदल्या. 

अल् सिंख्याकािंना दहशत कदली. जाळ ोळ नरसिंहार  

कदल.े जागश्चतकीकरणान ेवाढश्चवलेल्या जीव घेण्या स् धेत 

माण स रटकण्यासाठी जो तो धन श्चमळव  लागला. मग ह े

धन कोणत्याही मागाटन े श्चमळवण्यासाठी तयार झाला. 

नैश्चतक मागाटने नाही तर अनैश्चतक मागाटनेही श्चमळ  

लागल्याने जागश्चतक समाजाचे आर्थटक चाररत्र्य, 

सामाश्चजक चाररत्र्य ढासळले जात आह.े श्चजथे आर्थटक 

चाररत्र्य ढासळल ेजात.े तथेे भ्रष्टाचार, गुिंडागदी, दहशत, 

हल्ल,े महागाई, आर्थटक मिंदी वाढली जाते. आश्चण त्याचा 

 ररणाम सामाश्चजक चाररत्र्य आश्चण शोश्चषतािंच्या जीवन 

जगण्यावर होताना कदसत आह.े 

जागश्चतकीकरणान े उभी केललेी आव्हान:े 

जागश्चतकीकरणाच्या नव्या  वाटने अनेक नवी आव्हान े

उभी केली आहते. श्चवकासाच्या नावाखाली सिंसाधन 

सिं देचा श्चवनाश, स्थाश्चनक जनसमुहािंचे श्चवस्था न 

त्यािंच्या लोकशाही हक्काचा सिंकोच तसेच  याटवरणात्मक 

रास आश्चण असिंतलुन अशा अनेक गिंभीर समस्या आज 

श्चनमाटण झाल्या आहते. आश्चण कदवसेंकदवस तीव्र होत 

चालल्या आहते.  ाणी, जिंगल, जमीन, ककनारे 

इत्यादीवर देशी -श्चवदेशी भािंडवली शिी कब्जा करीत 

अस न कष्टकऱ्यािंचे हक्क लोकशाही प्रकक्रया आश्चण 

सावटजश्चनक श्चहत सिंकटात आणत आहते. नव्या तिंत्र 

श्चवज्ञानामुळे आश्चण किं त्राटीकरण अनौ चाररक उत् ादन 

तसेच बाहरेून काम करून घेण्याची  र्द्ती यामुळे 

कामगारािंवर बेरोजगारींचे गडािंतर कदवसेंकदवस गिंभीर 

होत आह.े मोठ्या कारखान्यािंमुळे लघु उद्योगािंना फटका 

बसत आह ेऔद्योश्चगक वसाहती ओस  डत आहते. 

 खाजगीकरण, जागश्चतकीकरण ही अथटव्यवस्थेशी 

श्चनगश्चडत असणारी प्रकक्रया अस न शोषण हा श्चतचा 

स्थायीभाव आह.े बहुराष्ट्रीय किं  न्यािंच्या वचटस्वात न 

उ भोगी ग्राहक सिंस्कृती श्चनमाटण करण े ह े श्चतच े उकद्दष्ट 

आह.े खाजगीकरण आश्चण उदारीकरणाला 

म लतत्त्ववादाची जोड श्चमळाल्यामुळे समता आश्चण 

सामाश्चजक न्याय ही म ल्ये जागश्चतकीकरणान े कुचकामी 

ठरश्चवली आहते. या प्रकक्रयेमुळे दाररद्र्यरेषेखालील सवट 

समाजाचे अश्चस्तत्व धोक्यात आल े आह.े महासते्तचे 

वचटस्व आश्चण दहशतीचा ताण समाजावर  डला आह.े 

जागश्चतकीकरण या नव्या शोषक व्यवस्थेच्या  रीप्रेक्ष्यात 

स्थाश्चनक  ातळीवर जातीय अहिंकाराचे श्चवषाण  

सामाश्चजक सािंस्कृश्चतक आश्चण आर्थटक स्तरावर कायटरत 
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झाले आहते. कल्याणकारी राज्य ही सिंकल् ना धोक्यात 

आली आह.े जग जवळ आल ेआश्चण माणसाच्या श्चहताचे 

कल्याणाचे कायटक्रम नष्ट होऊ लागले. वैचाररक 

 ुरोगामी  ररवतटनाच्या चळवळी श्चनकालात श्चनघाल्या.  

एन. जी. ओ. कल्चरन े छोट्या छोट्या चळवळीच्या 

गटािंची वाट लावली या प्रकक्रयेने माणसाला सवट 

 ातळ्यावरील श्चनणटय प्रकक्रयेत न नामशेष केल.े गतकाळ 

आश्चण वतटमान शोषणाच्या  ातळीवर समानच राश्चहला. 

खरे तर जागश्चतकीकरणामुळे उतरिंडी यणेार नाहीत. 

अशी अ ेिा श्चनमाटण झाली होती  रिंत ु

जागश्चतकीकरणान े स्वातिंत्र्यासारखाच भ्रमश्चनरास केला. 

स्त्री - ुरुषािंचे वस्त करण आश्चण श्चवरू ीकरण झाल्यामुळे 

श्चवषमता आश्चण स्तर भेद कायमच राश्चहले. म लतत्त्ववाद, 

जाश्चतवाद आश्चण जागश्चतकीकरण यािंच्या अभर युतीमुळे 

जागश्चतक स्तरावरही भेदाभेद कायमच राश्चहले. या सवट 

वास्तवाचे  डसाद आजच्या समाज जीवनावर 

प्रभावी णे उमटले आहते. 

प्रसार माध्यमात न तयार होणारी श्चस्त्रयािंची प्रश्चतमा 

त्यािंना अ माश्चनत करणारे अस न एकिं दर ही व्यवस्था 

श्चस्त्रयािंचे वस्त करण करत आह.े एकीकडे स्त्री 

सबलीकरणाची व स्त्री स्वातिंत्र्याची भाषा करीत 

असताना ही व्यवस्था प्रत्यि श्चस्त्रयािंचे झ ाट्यान े

हतबलीकरणच करीत आह.े श्चस्त्रयािंची प्रश्चतमा सुधारून 

त्यािंचे सबलीकरण होण ेअत्यावश्यक आह.े  

नव्या आर्थटक धोरणामुळे दशेात मध्यमवगाटचा 

आकार अश्चधक प्रमाणावर वाढला अस न, ज्यािंचा आर्थटक 

स्तर उिंचावला आश्चण राहणीमान बदलल े त्यािंचे आचार 

श्चवचार ही मध्यमवगाटसारखेच झाले. श्चशिण, आरिण, 

उद्योग, राजकारण अशा कारणािंनी मध्यमवगट आकारला 

अस न, या मध्यमवगाटला ग्राहक वादाने  रुत े झ ाटल े

आह.े जाश्चहरात श्चवश्वान े त्यािंच्या रठकाणी श्चनमाटण 

केलेल्या गरजािंचे आश्चण स्वप्नािंचे  रर तुटता करण्यातच 

रममान असललेा आश्चण कायम असमाधानी राहणारा 

असा हा वगट सामाश्चजक प्रश्ना ास न  ररवतटनाच्या 

प्रभावा ास न   णट णे दरुावललेा आह.े शहरी ग्रामीण 

आश्चण आकदवासी िेत्रात काम करणाऱ्या स्वयिंसेवी 

सिंस्थािंची आज देशातील सिंख्या प्रचिंड मोठी झाली आह.े 

उ ेश्चितािंना सिंघरटत करण,े त्यािंच्या श्चशिण, आरोग्य 

यासारख्या गरजा   णट करणे. त्यािंना अथाटजटनाची 

कौशल्य देण.े आश्चण त्यािंचे प्रबोधन करून स्वतःच्या न्याय 

हक्कासाठी सिंघरटत प्रयत्न करण्याची मोठी जबाबदारी 

आह.े  

 आज देशातील ४० टके्क गावे रस्त्यावाच न आहते. 

दोन लाख खेड्ािंच्या मैलभरािंच्या  ररघात प्राथश्चमक 

शाळा नाही. साडेचार लाख गावािंना श्च ण्याचे  ाणी 

नाही. आरोग्याच्या सोयीची तर जवळ ास सवटच 

ग्रामीण आश्चण  हाडी भागात वाणवा आह.े शहरी 

भागातही गररबाच्या दषृ्टीन े श्चशिण व आरोग्य या 

सुश्चवधा कमालीच्या तोकड्ा आहते. दशेाच्या सिं  णट 

जनतेला अशा प्राथश्चमक सेवा  ुरश्चवणे, समाजातील 

आर्थटक श्चवषमता आश्चण दाररद्र्य कमी करण े आश्चण 

ग्रामीण भागाच्या श्चवकासाकडे श्चवशेष लि  रुवणे. या 

सवटच कल्याणकारी योजना प्रभावी णे राबश्चवणे 

आवश्यक आह.े देशातील व्या क चळवळींना आलले े

अ यश, कल्याणकारी राज्यािंकड न झालेला अ िेाभिंग, 

आश्चण सिंसदीय राजकारणािंचे झ ाटणे घड न आलेल े

अवम ल्य ह े कायटकत्याांचे अनभुव त्यािंना मुख्य प्रवाही 

राजकारणा ास न द र नणे्यास कारणीभ त ठरले. ह ेसमज  

शकत असल े तरी त्यािंनी स्वतःची आर्थटक, राजकीय 

ओळख सिं  णट णे नाकारून श्चबगर राजकीय, सािंस्कृश्चतक  

चळवळींची उभारणी करण्याचे दसुरे टोक गाठावे ह े

ददुैवीच म्हणावे लागले. काही प्रमाणात समाजातील 

तळागाळातील उ ेश्चितािंना सिंघरटत करून त्यािंना 

त्यािंच्या हक्काची जाणीव करून देण े ह े महत्त्वाचे आह.े 

त्यात प्रामुख्याने सामाश्चजक हक्क रिणाच्या 

आकदवासींच्या श्चवस्था नाच्या प्रश्नाकडे राज्यकत्याांचे व 

समाजाचे लि वेध न घेण.े लोकसिंघटनात न स्वयिंरोजगार, 

आरोग्य, श्चशिण वगरेै श्चमळव न दणे.े स्थाश्चनक स्वराज्य, 

ग्रामश्चवकास, मानव सिंसाधन व िमतावधटन.  ाणी 

प्रबोधन, जिंगल, जमीन, व्यवस्था नाचे प्रश्न कु ोषणाची 

कारणे व उ ाय अशा िेत्राचा अिंतभाटव करता येईल. 

शेकडो हजारो वषाट ास न चालत आलेले समाज वास्तव 

 ालट न नवा समाज उभारून औद्योश्चगक क्रािंतीनिंतर 

श्चशगेला  ोहोचललेा मानवी आत्मश्चवश्वास माश्चहती 

क्रािंतीच्या  श्चहल्याच टप्प्यावर न्य नतम  ातळीवर 

आललेा आ ण  ाहत आहोत. वगटश्चवरश्चहत, जातीश्चवरश्चहत 

एवढेच नव्ह े तर राज्यश्चवहीन अशा समाज रचनेकडे 

माण स श्चनश्चित  ोहोच  शकेल अशा आशयाची समाज 

रचना तयार करण.े 

जागश्चतकीकरणात मानवी जीवनाच्या सवट िेत्रावर 

आज  ररणाम कदस न येत आह.े सामाश्चजक, राजकीय, 

सािंस्कृश्चतक, धार्मटक अशा सवट िेत्रात आव्हाने श्चनमाटण 

झालेली आहते. 

श्चनष्कषट : जागश्चतकीकरणामुळे प्रसारमाध्यमे व नव 

समाज माध्यमािंचे जाळे जगभर  सरले. जग 

एकमेकािंच्या जवळ आल.े श्चशिण, साश्चहत्य, 

समाजकारण, राजकारण, सिंस्कृती यामध्य े अमुलाग्र 

बदल झाल ेजग झ ाट्यान ेबदलल.े  

श्चवद्यमान जागश्चतकीकरणात जागश्चतक समाज 

जीवनात चिंगळवाद, लालसा, दःुख, अन्याय, अत्याचार 

शोषण श्चवषमता श्चनमाटण करून समाजाला न्याय व सिंधी 

विंश्चचत भय व असुरश्चित केल ेआह.े  

देशातील महत्त्वाचे कृषी  ायाभ त उद्योग महत्त्वाचे 

उद्योग श्चशिण आरोग्य ह ेिेत्र सरकारने स्वतःकडे राख न 
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ठेवावे. उवटररत उद्योग खाजगी िेत्राकडे दऊेन त्यावर 

सरकारचे श्चनयिंत्रण असावे. यात कायटिमता व 

उत् ादकता याला अग्रक्रम दऊेन त े चालवावे. देशाचे 

आर्थटक श्चनयोजन योग्य करावे.  

जागश्चतकीकरणाच्या या प्रवृत्तीने सिंबिंध दशु्चनयेत 

भािंडवलवादी दषृ्टभाव, लालसा, स् धाट, श्चवषमता आश्चण 

शोषण वाढले अस न जगाचे दोन भागात श्चवभाजन झाल े

आह.े  

जागश्चतकीकरणान े लोकशाहीचा फायदा घऊेन 

शोश्चषतािंच्या जबाबदारी व सिमतेकडे दलुटि करून 

त्यािंना दबुटल बनश्चवल ेआह.े त्यामुळे जगाच्या आरशात न 

शोश्चषत समाजाचे जीवन रसातळाला जात आह.े त्यािंच्या 

 ारिं ाररक व्यवसायावर गडािंतर आले. शोश्चषत यािंना 

बाजार ेठ, आ ा सात देवाण -घेवाण नाही . त्यािंना 

आ ल्या तालावर नाचश्चवणे. बेकारी,  गारक ात,  

उ ासमार, किं त्राटीकरण, जगण्याची अश्चनश्चितता, 

आरिणाला श्चवरोध, व्यवस्था नाची हुक मशाही, 

कजटबाजारी णा, मानहानी, अ मान, अत्याचार, 

जाळ ोळ, सामाश्चजक, आर्थटक भेदभाव, महागाही 

दहशत, हल्ल,े कदल्याने त्यािंच्या आर्थटक जीवनावर 

 ररणाम  डले आहते. आर्थटक श्चस्थतीगती ही सिं  णट 

जीवनाचे म लकें र असत.े त्यामुळे त्याचा जीवनातील 

एक ण सवट िेत्रावर  ररणाम होत असतो. 
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प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनचे्या प्रचार माध्यमािंचा प्रभाव व 

 ररणामकारकता. 

डॉ. अ िेा घ. दबु,े वाश्चणज्य श्चवभाग, भगविंतराव श्चशवाजी  ाटील महाश्चवद्यालय  रतवाडा 

 

सारािंश: भारत सरकारन ेगरीब व आर्थटकदषृ्ट्या दबुटल नागररकािंना आरोग्य सुश्चवधा उ लब्ध करून देण्यासाठी 

प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजना सुरू केली. कोणतीही शासकीय योजना प्रभावी णे नागररकािं यांत  ोहोचण्यासाठी 

प्रचार माध्यमािंची भ श्चमका अत्यिंत महत्त्वाची असत.े प्रस्ततु शोधश्चनबिंधामध्ये प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनेच्या प्रचार 

माध्यमािंचा प्रभाव व त्यािंची  ररणामकारकता यािंचा अभ्यास करण्यात आला आह.े 

या अध्ययनासाठी वणटनात्मक सिंशोधन  र्द्तीचा वा र करण्यात आला अस न प्राथश्चमक व दयु्यम माश्चहतीचा 

आधार घणे्यात आला आह.े द रदशटन, वृत्त ते्र, रेश्चडओ, सोशल मीश्चडया, आरोग्य श्चशश्चबरे, आशा सेश्चवका व शासकीय 

जनजागृती मोश्चहमा या माध्यमािंद्वारे योजनेची माश्चहती नागररकािं यांत  ोहोचश्चवण्यात आली. अध्ययनात न असे स् ष्ट 

होते की प्रचार माध्यमािंमुळे नागररकािंमध्ये योजनेश्चवषयी जागरूकता वाढली, लाभाथी सिंख्या वाढली तसेच गरीब 

नागररकािंना आरोग्य सुश्चवधािंचा लाभ घणे ेसुलभ झाल.े तथाश्च , दगुटम भागािंमध्य ेमाश्चहतीचा अभाव, श्चडश्चजटल मयाटदा 

व अश्चशश्चित नागररकािं यांत माश्चहती  ोहोचण्यात काही अडचणी आढळ न आल्या. 

कीवर्डसट: प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजना, प्रचार माध्यमे, जनजागृती, आरोग्य योजना, सोशल मीश्चडया, 

सावटजश्चनक आरोग्य, लाभाथी, आरोग्य सेवा 

 

प्रस्तावना: भारतामध्ये आरोग्य सेवा सवटसामान्य 

नागररकािं यांत  ोहोचश्चवण्यासाठी शासन श्चवश्चवध 

योजना राबवत असते.  रिंतु अनेक वेळा योग्य 

माश्चहतीच्या अभावामुळे नागररकािंना या योजनािंचा लाभ 

श्चमळत नाही. शासकीय योजना प्रभावी णे 

राबश्चवण्यासाठी प्रचार माध्यमािंची भ श्चमका अत्यिंत 

महत्त्वाची मानली जाते. प्रचार माध्यमािंद्वारे 

नागररकािंमध्ये जागरूकता श्चनमाटण होते, योजनािंश्चवषयी 

श्चवश्वास वाढतो तसेच लाभाथ्याांचा सहभाग देखील 

वाढतो. 

प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजना ही भारत 

सरकारची महत्त्व  णट आरोग्य श्चवमा योजना आह.े या 

योजनेअिंतगटत गरीब व आर्थटकदषृ्ट्या दबुटल कुटुिंबािंना 

वार्षटक  ाच लाख रु यािं यांत कॅशलेस उ चार सुश्चवधा 

उ लब्ध करून देण्यात यतेात. या योजनेचा लाभ 

अश्चधकाश्चधक नागररकािं यांत  ोहोचावा यासाठी 

शासनाने श्चवश्चवध प्रचार माध्यमािंचा वा र केला. 

द रदशटन, रेश्चडओ, वृत्त ते्र, सोशल मीश्चडया,  ोस्टर, 

बॅनर, आशा सेश्चवका, ग्रामसभा व आरोग्य श्चशश्चबरािंच्या 

माध्यमात न योजनेश्चवषयी माश्चहती प्रसाररत करण्यात 

आली. 

आजच्या माश्चहती व तिंत्रज्ञानाच्या युगात सोशल 

मीश्चडयाचे महत्त्व मोठ्या प्रमाणात वाढले आह.े फेसबुक, 

व्हॉट्सअॅ , य ट्य ब व इतर श्चडश्चजटल माध्यमािंद्वारे 

अल् ावधीत मोठ्या प्रमाणात माश्चहती नागररकािं यांत 

 ोहोचश्चवणे शक्य झाले आह.े ग्रामीण व दगुटम भागािंमध्ये 

आशा सेश्चवका, आरोग्य कमटचारी व ग्राम िंचायत 

स्तरावरील प्रचार मोश्चहमािंनी महत्त्व  णट भ श्चमका 

बजावली आह.े 

प्रस्तुत अध्ययनामध्य े प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य 

योजनेच्या प्रचार माध्यमािंचा प्रभाव, जनजागृती श्चनमाटण 

करण्यातील भ श्चमका व त्यािंची  ररणामकारकता यािंचा 

अभ्यास करण्यात आला आह.े 

सिंशोधन उकद्दष्ट:े १. प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य 

योजनेच्या प्रचार माध्यमािंचा अभ्यास करणे. २. प्रचार 

माध्यमािंच्या प्रभावाचा अभ्यास करण.े ३. नागररकािंमध्य े

श्चनमाटण झालेल्या जनजागृतीचा अभ्यास करणे. ४. 

प्रचार माध्यमािंची  ररणामकारकता त ासण.े ५. 

प्रचारामधील अडचणी व मयाटदा शोध न काढणे. 

सिंशोधन  र्द्ती: प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य 

योजनेच्या प्रचार माध्यमािंचा प्रभाव व  ररणामकारकता 

यािंचे श्चवश्लेषण या शोधश्चनबिंधामध्ये करण्यात आल ेआह.े 

सिंशोधनामध्ये श्चवश्लेषणात्मक सिंशोधन  र्द्तीचा उ योग 

करण्यात आला आह.े सदर सिंशोधन माश्चहती सिंत गाडग े

बाबा अमरावती श्चवद्या ीठ, अमरावती येथ े सादर 

करण्यात आलेल्या “अमरावती श्चजल्यामध्य े राबश्चवण्यात 

आलले्या प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनेचे श्चचककत्सक 

अध्ययन” )कालखिंड २०१८ त े २०२३( या 

शोधप्रबिंधावर आधाररत आह.े या अभ्यासाचे उकद्दष्ट 

प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनेच्या प्रचार माध्यमािंद्वारे 

श्चनमाटण झाललेी जनजागतृी व त्यािंची  ररणामकारकता 

याश्चवषयी सश्चवस्तर अिंतदृटष्टी श्चनमाटण करणे हा आहे. 

श्चवषय  ररचय  

 प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनचेी सिंकल् ना: 

प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजना ही आयुष्मान भारत 

अिंतगटत सुरू करण्यात आलेली भारत सरकारची 

महत्त्व  णट आरोग्य श्चवमा योजना आह.े या योजनेचा 

मुख्य उदे्दश गरीब व आर्थटकदषृ्ट्या दबुटल नागररकािंना 
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मोफत व दजेदार आरोग्य सुश्चवधा उ लब्ध करून देणे हा 

आह.े या योजनेअिंतगटत  ात्र लाभाथींना सरकारी तसेच 

मान्यताप्राप्त खासगी रुग्णालयािंमध्ये उ चार सुश्चवधा 

उ लब्ध करून कदल्या जातात. 

या योजनेमुळे आर्थटकदषृ्ट्या दबुटल कुटुिंबािंना मोठ्या 

उ चार खचाट ास न सिंरिण श्चमळते. गिंभीर आजारािंवरील 

उ चार, शस्त्रकक्रया, त ासण्या व रुग्णालयीन सेवा या 

योजनेअिंतगटत उ लब्ध करून देण्यात येतात. आरोग्य 

िेत्रातील सामाश्चजक व आर्थटक असमानता कमी 

करण्यासाठी ही योजना महत्त्व  णट ठरली आह.े 

या योजनचेी प्रमखु वशै्चशष्ट्य े  ढुीलप्रमाण ेआहते: 

१. वार्षटक  ाच लाख रु यािं यांत श्चवमा सिंरिण २.  

कॅशलेस उ चार सुश्चवधा ३. सरकारी व खासगी 

रुग्णालयािंचा समावेश ४. गरीब व आर्थटकदषृ्ट्या दबुटल 

घटकािंवर श्चवशेष भर ५. गिंभीर आजारािंवरील उ चार 

सुश्चवधा ६. दशेभरात उ चार सुश्चवधा उ लब्ध 

 प्रचार माध्यमािंची सिंकल् ना: प्रचार माध्यमे 

म्हणजे नागररकािं यांत माश्चहती  ोहोचश्चवण्याची साधने 

होय. शासन श्चवश्चवध योजना नागररकािं यांत प्रभावी ण े

 ोहोचश्चवण्यासाठी प्रचार माध्यमािंचा वा र करते. 

प्रचार माध्यमािंमुळे जनजागतृी श्चनमाटण होते तसेच 

नागररकािंमध्ये योजनािंश्चवषयी श्चवश्वास वाढतो. 

प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनेच्या प्रचारासाठी 

शासनाने श्चवश्चवध  ारिं ररक व आधुश्चनक माध्यमािंचा 

वा र केला. द रदशटन, रेश्चडओ, वृत्त ते्र,  ोस्टर, बॅनर, 

सोशल मीश्चडया, आशा सेश्चवका, आरोग्य श्चशश्चबरे, 

ग्रामसभा व जनजागृती मोश्चहमा यािंचा मोठ्या प्रमाणात 

वा र करण्यात आला. ग्रामीण भागािंमध्य े प्रत्यि 

जनसिं कट  मोश्चहमा प्रभावी ठरल्या, तर शहरी भागािंमध्य े

श्चडश्चजटल माध्यमािंचा प्रभाव अश्चधक कदस न आला. प्रचार 

माध्यमािंमुळे नागररकािंना योजना,  ात्रता, नोंदणी 

प्रकक्रया व उ चार सुश्चवधािंश्चवषयी माश्चहती श्चमळाली. 

प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनचे्या प्रचार 

माध्यमािंचा प्रभाव 

अ( जनजागतृीमध्य े वाढ: प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य 

योजनेच्या प्रभावी प्रचारामुळे नागररकािंमध्य े

योजनेश्चवषयी मोठ्या प्रमाणात जागरूकता श्चनमाटण 

झाली.   वी अनेक नागररकािंना आरोग्य श्चवमा योजना, 

 ात्रता श्चनकष ककिं वा उ चार सुश्चवधा यािंश्चवषयी  ुरेशी 

माश्चहती नव्हती. प्रचार माध्यमािंद्वारे ही माश्चहती 

सवटसामान्य नागररकािं यांत  ोहोचश्चवण्यात आली. 

द रदशटनवरील जाश्चहराती, वृत्त त्रािंमधील माश्चहती, 

 ोस्टर, बॅनर व ग्रामसभािंद्वारे नागररकािंना योजनेची 

माश्चहती श्चमळाली. श्चवशेषतः ग्रामीण भागािंमध्ये आशा 

सेश्चवका व आरोग्य कमटचाऱ्यािंनी घराघरािं यांत जाऊन 

नागररकािंना माश्चहती कदली. यामुळे नागररकािंमध्ये 

आरोग्याश्चवषयी जागरूकता श्चनमाटण झाली तसेच आरोग्य 

सुश्चवधा घेण्याश्चवषयी सकारात्मक दशृ्चष्टकोन वाढला. 

ब( लाभाथी सिंख्येत वाढ: प्रचार माध्यमािंच्या 

प्रभावामुळे प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनेच्या लाभाथी 

सिंख्येमध्ये वाढ झाललेी कदस न येत.े प्रभावी प्रचारामुळे 

 ात्र नागररकािंना योजना समजली व त्यािंनी 

उ चारासाठी या योजनेचा लाभ घेण्यास सुरुवात 

केली.श्चवशेषतः गरीब व आर्थटकदषृ्ट्या दबुटल कुटुिंबािंना या 

योजनेमुळे मोठा आधार श्चमळाला. ग्रामीण व दगुटम 

भागािंमध्ये देखील योजना  ोहोचण्यास मदत झाली. 

अनेक नागररकािंनी प्रथमच शासकीय आरोग्य योजनेचा 

लाभ घतेल्याचे कदस न आल.े प्रचारामुळे नागररकािंमध्य े

शासनाश्चवषयी श्चवश्वास श्चनमाटण झाला तसेच उ चार 

खचाटश्चवषयीची भीती कमी झाली. त्यामुळे अश्चधकाश्चधक 

नागररक योजना लाभ घेण्यासाठी  ुढे आले. 

क( सोशल मीश्चडयाची भ श्चमका: आजच्या श्चडश्चजटल 

युगात सोशल मीश्चडया ह ेअत्यिंत प्रभावी प्रचार माध्यम 

बनले आह.े फेसबुक, व्हॉट्सअॅ , य ट्य ब, श्चट्वटर व इतर 

श्चडश्चजटल माध्यमािंद्वारे प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनेची 

माश्चहती मोठ्या प्रमाणात प्रसाररत करण्यात आली. 

सोशल मीश्चडयामुळे अल् ावधीत मोठ्या प्रमाणात 

माश्चहती नागररकािं यांत  ोहोचश्चवणे शक्य झाल.े युवक, 

श्चवद्याथी व सुश्चशश्चित नागररकािंमध्ये सोशल मीश्चडयाचा 

प्रभाव अश्चधक कदस न आला. श्चव्हश्चडओ,  ोस्ट, 

माश्चहती त्रके व श्चडश्चजटल जाश्चहरातींमुळे योजना समजण े

अश्चधक सो े झाल.े 

कोश्चवड-१९ काळात सोशल मीश्चडयाने महत्त्व  णट 

भ श्चमका बजावली. लॉकडाऊन काळात श्चडश्चजटल 

माध्यमािंद्वारे नागररकािंना आरोग्य सेवा, हॉश्चस् टल 

सुश्चवधा व आरोग्य योजनािंश्चवषयी माश्चहती उ लब्ध 

करून दणे्यात आली. 

ड( आशा सशे्चवका व आरोग्य कमटचाऱ्यािंच ेयोगदान: 

प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनेच्या प्रचारामध्ये आशा 

सेश्चवका व आरोग्य कमटचाऱ्यािंनी महत्त्व  णट भ श्चमका 

बजावली. ग्रामीण भागािंमध्ये अनेक नागररकािंना 

श्चडश्चजटल माध्यमािंचा वा र करता यते नसल्यामुळे 

प्रत्यि जनसिं काटची आवश्यकता होती. 

आशा सेश्चवकािंनी घराघरािं यांत जाऊन योजना 

समजाव न सािंश्चगतली. त्यािंनी लाभाथींना नोंदणी प्रकक्रया, 

आवश्यक कागद ते्र व उ चार सुश्चवधा यािंश्चवषयी 

माश्चहती कदली. आरोग्य कमटचाऱ्यािंनी ग्रामसभािंमध्ये, 

आरोग्य श्चशश्चबरािंमध्ये व श्चवश्चवध मोश्चहमािंमध्ये 

नागररकािंना मागटदशटन केल.े 

यामुळे ग्रामीण व दगुटम भागािंमध्ये योजनेचा प्रभाव 

वाढण्यास मदत झाली. 

ई( कोश्चवड-१९ काळातील प्रचार माध्यमािंची 

भ श्चमका: कोश्चवड-१९ महामारीच्या काळात आरोग्य 
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योजनािंश्चवषयी माश्चहती  ोहोचश्चवण्यासाठी प्रचार 

माध्यमािंनी अत्यिंत महत्त्व  णट भ श्चमका बजावली. 

महामारीच्या काळात नागररकािंमध्ये भीती, असुरश्चितता 

व माश्चहतीचा अभाव मोठ्या प्रमाणात कदस न यते होता. 

या काळात द रदशटन, रेश्चडओ, सोशल मीश्चडया व 

आरोग्य मोश्चहमािंद्वारे नागररकािंना उ चार सुश्चवधा, 

कोश्चवड त ासणी, हॉश्चस् टल सेवा व आरोग्य 

योजनािंश्चवषयी माश्चहती देण्यात आली. प्रचार 

माध्यमािंमुळे नागररकािंमध्य े आरोग्याश्चवषयी जागरूकता 

वाढली तसेच उ चार घणे्याश्चवषयी सकारात्मकता 

श्चनमाटण झाली. 

प्रचार माध्यमािंची  ररणामकारकता: प्रधानमिंत्री 

जन आरोग्य योजनेच्या प्रचार माध्यमािंनी योजना अश्चधक 

प्रभावी णे नागररकािं यांत  ोहोचश्चवण्यामध्ये महत्त्व  णट 

भ श्चमका बजावली. श्चवश्चवध प्रचार माध्यमािंच्या एकश्चत्रत 

वा रामुळे नागररकािंमध्ये योजनेश्चवषयी जागरूकता 

श्चनमाटण झाली. 

द रदशटन व वृत्त ते्र या  ारिं ररक माध्यमािंमुळे 

मोठ्या प्रमाणात माश्चहती प्रसाररत झाली, तर सोशल 

मीश्चडयामुळे अल् ावधीत अश्चधक नागररकािं यांत माश्चहती 

 ोहोचश्चवणे शक्य झाले. ग्रामीण भागािंमध्ये आशा 

सेश्चवका व आरोग्य श्चशश्चबरे प्रभावी ठरली. 

प्रचार माध्यमािंमुळे अनेक गरीब नागररकािंना 

आरोग्य सुश्चवधा उ लब्ध झाल्या. उ चार 

खचाटश्चवषयीची भीती कमी झाली तसेच शासनाश्चवषयी 

श्चवश्वास वाढला. तथाश्च , काही दगुटम भागािंमध्ये इिंटरनेट 

सुश्चवधेचा अभाव, अश्चशश्चित नागररकािंची सिंख्या व 

माश्चहतीचा अभाव यामुळे प्रचारामध्ये काही मयाटदा 

आढळ न आल्या. 

अडचणी व मयाटदा: १. दगुटम भागािंमध्ये माश्चहतीचा 

अभाव २. इिंटरनेट सुश्चवधेची कमतरता ३. अश्चशश्चित 

नागररकािं यांत माश्चहती  ोहोचण्यात अडचणी ४. सोशल 

मीश्चडया वा र मयाटकदत असण े५. काही नागररकािंमध्य े

जागरूकतेचा अभाव ६. श्चडश्चजटल माध्यमािंवर जास्त 

अवलिंश्चबत्व ७. ग्रामीण भागािंमध्ये प्रत्यि प्रचाराची 

आवश्यकता 

श्चनष्कषट: सदर अध्ययनात न असे स् ष्ट होते की 

प्रधानमिंत्री जन आरोग्य योजनेच्या प्रचार माध्यमािंनी 

नागररकािंमध्य े जनजागृती श्चनमाटण करण्यात महत्त्व  णट 

भ श्चमका बजावली. प्रचार माध्यमािंमुळे अश्चधकाश्चधक 

नागररक योजना लाभ घेऊ लागले. द रदशटन, सोशल 

मीश्चडया, आशा सेश्चवका, आरोग्य श्चशश्चबरे व जनजागृती 

मोश्चहमा या माध्यमािंचा प्रभाव अश्चधक कदस न आला. 

प्रचार माध्यमािंमुळे नागररकािंमध्ये आरोग्याश्चवषयी 

जागरूकता वाढली तसेच उ चार सुश्चवधा घणे्याश्चवषयी 

सकारात्मक दशृ्चष्टकोन श्चनमाटण झाला. कोश्चवड-१९ 

काळात प्रचार माध्यमािंची भ श्चमका अश्चधक प्रभावी 

ठरली. तथाश्च , दगुटम व अश्चशश्चित भागािंमध्ये माश्चहती 

 ोहोचश्चवण्यासाठी अश्चधक प्रभावी उ ाययोजना 

करण्याची आवश्यकता आह.े 

श्चशफारशी: १. ग्रामीण व दगुटम भागािंमध्य ेअश्चधक 

जनजागृती मोहीम राबश्चवणे आवश्यक आह.े २. सोशल 

मीश्चडयासोबत  ारिं ररक प्रचार माध्यमािंचा वा र 

वाढश्चवणे गरजेचे आह.े ३. आशा सेश्चवका व आरोग्य 

कमटचाऱ्यािंना अश्चधक प्रश्चशिण देणे आवश्यक आह.े ४. 

नागररकािंना स्थाश्चनक भाषेमध्य ेमाश्चहती उ लब्ध करून 

देणे गरजेचे आह.े ५. श्चडश्चजटल प्रचारासोबत प्रत्यि 

जनसिं कट  वाढश्चवणे आवश्यक आह.े ६. आरोग्य श्चशश्चबरे व 

ग्रामसभा यािंच्या माध्यमात न अश्चधक जागरूकता श्चनमाटण 

करणे आवश्यक आह.े 
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आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्तचेा ककशोरवयीन श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या समस्या श्चनराकरण 

िमतवेर होणारा  ररणाम 
जयश्री लटय े (चना े) , सिंशोधक श्चवद्याथी, सिंत गाडगेबाबा अमरावती श्चवद्या ीठ, अमरावती 

डॉ. सहुासकुमार रु राव  ाटील, प्राचायट, शासकीय श्चशिण महाश्चवद्यालय, यवतमाळ 

 

गोषवारा: सध्याच्या श्चशिण व्यवस्थेत श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या सवाांगीण श्चवकासावर श्चवशेष भर कदला जात आह ेकेवळ 

बौश्चर्द्क िमतेवर आधाररत श्चशिण  ुरेसे नस न श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये भावश्चनक सामाश्चजक आश्चण आध्याश्चत्मक गणुािंचा 

श्चवकास करणे आवश्यक ठरते. प्रस्तुत सिंशोधनाचा उदे्दश आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मते्तचा ककशोरवयीन श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या समस्या 

श्चनराकरण िमतेवर होणाऱ्या  ररणामाचा अभ्यास करणे हा आह े या अभ्यासात प्रायोश्चगक सिंशोधन  र्द्तीचा 

अवलिंब करण्यात आला आहे  .आजच्या स् धाटत्मक आश्चण तणाव  णट शैिश्चणक वातावरणात श्चवद्याथ्याांना केवळ 

शैिश्चणक ज्ञान नव्ह े तर जीवनातील समस्यािंना प्रभावी णे सामोरे जाण्याची समस्या श्चनराकरण िमता आवश्यक 

आह.े या अभ्यासात १०० श्चवद्याथ्याांचा नमुना श्चनवड साधा यादशृ्चच्छक  र्द्तीन ेकरण्यात आली. यावरून अस ेश्चनष्कषट 

काढण्यात आल ेकी, आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मते्तचा समस्या श्चनराकरण िमतेवर सकारात्मक प्रभाव कदस न आलेला आह.े   

मखु्य शब्द: ककशोरवयीन श्चवद्याथी, आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता,  समस्या श्चनराकरण िमता. 

 

प्रस्तावना: ककशोर वय हा व्यश्चिमत्व श्चवकासाचा 

सिंवेदनशील टप् ा आह.े तसेच मानवी श्चवकासाची अत्यिंत 

महत्त्वाची अवस्था आह.े या टप्प्यावर व्यिी शारीररक, 

मानश्चसक, भावश्चनक आश्चण सामाश्चजक दषृ्ट्या झ ाट्यान े

श्चवकश्चसत होत असते. या काळात श्चवद्याथ्याांना श्चवश्चवध 

प्रकारच्या समस्यािंना सामोरे जावे लागते. शिैश्चणक 

ताण, स् धाटत्मक वातावरण, सामाश्चजक दबाव आश्चण 

कौटुिंश्चबक अ ेिा इत्यादी. अशा  ररश्चस्थतीत 

श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये प्रभावी समस्या श्चनराकरण िमता असण े

अत्यिंत गरजेचे ठरत.े समस्या श्चनराकरण िमता म्हणजे 

समस्यािंचे श्चवश्लेषण, योग्य श्चनणटय घेण्याची आश्चण 

समाधानकारक उ ाय शोधण्याची तसेच समस्येचे 

श्चवश्लेषण करून श्चवश्चवध  याटयािंचा श्चवचार करण्याची 

िमता होय. श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या शिैश्चणक यशासाठी आश्चण 

यशस्वी जीवनासाठी श्चनणटयिमता अत्यिंत महत्त्वाची 

आह.े दसुरीकडे आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता ही व्यिीच्या 

अिंतगटत म ल्याशी, जीवनातील उदे्दशाशी आश्चण 

आत्मजागृतीशी सिंबिंश्चधत असत.े  डॅनाह जोहर (Danah 

Zohar) यािंच्या मते, “आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता ही 

व्यिीला अथट  णट जीवन जगण्यासाठी मागटदशटन 

करणारी िमता आह.े ती व्यिीला सिंकटाच्या काळात 

स्थैयट राखण्यास आश्चण योग्य श्चनणटय घणे्यास मदत करते.” 

आजच्या काळात श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये वाढत्या तणावामुळे 

मानश्चसक आरोग्याच्या समस्या कदस न येतात. अशा 

 ररश्चस्थतीत आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता श्चवद्याथ्याांना 

मानश्चसक सिंतुलन राखण्यास मदत करू शकते. त्यामुळे 

आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता आश्चण समस्या श्चनराकरण िमता 

यािंच्यातील सिंबिंधाचा अभ्यास करण े अत्यिंत महत्त्वाचे 

ठरते  .श्चण स् धाटत्मक यगुात आजच्या वेगवान आ

श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये मानश्चसक तणाव वाढत आहते. 

आत्महत्या, नरैाश्य, असुरश्चितता आश्चण आक्रमकता 

यािंसारख्या समस्या श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये वाढताना कदसतात. 

अशा  ररश्चस्थतीत श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता 

श्चवकश्चसत करणे काळाची गरज आह.े 

आध्याश्चत्मक बशु्चर्द्मत्तचेी सिंकल् ना: आध्याश्चत्मक 

बुश्चर्द्मत्ता ही व्यिीच्या अिंतमटनाशी जीवनम ल्यािंशी, 

नैश्चतकतेशी आश्चण जीवनाच्या अिंश्चतम उदे्दशाशी सिंबिंश्चधत 

असललेी उच्च स्तरावरील बुश्चर्द्मत्ता मानली जाते. ही 

बुश्चर्द्मत्ता व्यिीला स्वतःच्या अश्चस्तत्वाचा अथट समज न 

घेण्यास, योग्य-अयोग्य यातील फरक ओळखण्यास आश्चण 

जीवनातील सिंकटािंना सकारात्मकतेने सामोरे जाण्यास 

मदत करते. आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता ही केवळ धार्मटकते 

 ुरती मयाटकदत नस न, ती व्यिीच्या आत्मजागतृी, 

सहानुभ ती, करुणा, म ल्याश्चधश्चष्ठत श्चवचार आश्चण अिंतगटत 

शािंततेशी सिंबिंश्चधत असत.े व्यिीच्या श्चवचार, भावना 

आश्चण वतटनाला योग्य कदशा दणे्याचे कायट आध्याश्चत्मक 

बुश्चर्द्मत्ता करते. डॅनाह जोहर )Danah Zohar) आश्चण 

इयान माशटल Ian Marshal) यािंच्या मते "आध्याश्चत्मक 

बुश्चर्द्मत्ता म्हणजे व्यिीच्या जीवनाला अथट व म ल्य 

प्रदान करणारी बुश्चर्द्मत्ता होय." आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता 

व्यिीला जीवनातील अडचणींमध्ये मानश्चसक सिंतुलन 

राखण्यास मदत करते. ही बुश्चर्द्मत्ता व्यिीच्या 

आत्मश्चवश्वासात वाढ करून तणाव, भीती आश्चण नैराश्य 

कमी करण्यास सहाय्यभ त ठरते. त्यामुळे व्यिी अश्चधक 

सकारात्मक, सिंयमी आश्चण म ल्यश्चनष्ठ बनते. 

 

आध्याश्चत्मक बशु्चर्द्मत्तचेी वशै्चशष्ट्य े
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श्चशिणातील आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्तचे े महत्त्व: 

श्चशिण िेत्रात आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मते्तला श्चवशेष महत्त्व 

प्राप्त झाले आह.े श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या सवाांगीण श्चवकासासाठी 

केवळ बौश्चर्द्क बुश्चर्द्मत्ता  ुरेशी नस न त्यािंच्यात नैश्चतकता 

आत्मश्चवश्वास सहकायट आश्चण सकारात्मकता श्चवकश्चसत 

होणे आवश्यक असत.े आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता 

श्चवद्याथ्याांना तणावमुि राहण्यास, योग्य श्चनणटय घणे्यास 

आश्चण समस्या सोडश्चवण्यास मदत करते आजच्या 

स् धाटत्मक यगुात श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये वाढणारा ताण, नरैाश्य 

आश्चण असरुश्चितता लिात घतेा श्चशिण प्रकक्रयेत 

आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मते्तचा समावेश करणे ही काळाची 

गरज आह े. 

समस्या श्चनराकरण िमतचेी सिंकल् ना: समस्या 

श्चनराकरण िमता )प्रॉब्लेम सॉपल्विंग मेथड( म्हणजे 

व्यिीची एखादी समस्या ओळख न श्चतचे श्चवश्लेषण करणे, 

उ लब्ध  याटयािंचा श्चवचार करणे आश्चण योग्य उ ाय 

शोध न त्या समस्येचे समाधान करण्याची िमता होय. 

ही िमता व्यिीच्या श्चवचारशिी, श्चनणटय िमता, 

तकटशिी आश्चण सजटनशीलतेशी सिंबिंश्चधत असते . 

मानवी जीवनात समस्या या अ ररहायट असतात. 

दैनिंकदन जीवनात व्यिीला शैिश्चणक, सामाश्चजक, 

भावश्चनक, आर्थटक आश्चण वैयश्चिक अशा श्चवश्चवध 

प्रकारच्या समस्यािंना सामोरे जावे लागते. अशावेळी 

 ररश्चस्थतीचे योग्य आकलन करून शािंत ण े आश्चण 

तकटशुर्द्  र्द्तीन ेश्चनणटय घणे्याची िमता म्हणजे समस्या 

श्चनराकरण िमता होय. समस्या श्चनराकरण िमता 

श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या आत्मश्चवश्वासात वाढ करून त्यािंना 

स्वावलिंबी बनवते  .जॉन डुई यािंच्या मते , “समस्या 

श्चनराकरण ही श्चवचार प्रकक्रयेची सकक्रय आश्चण उदे्दश   णट 

 र्द्त आह.े” 

 
 

समस्या श्चनराकरण िमतचेी वशै्चशष्ट्य:े 

 
श्चशिणातील समस्या श्चनराकरण िमतचे े महत्व: 

समस्या श्चनराकरण िमता श्चवद्याथ्याांना जीवनातील 

श्चवश्चवध अडचणींना सामोरे जाण्यास सिम बनवते. ही 

िमता श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये स्वतिंत्र श्चवचार, आत्मश्चवश्वास 

आश्चण जबाबदारीची भावना श्चवकश्चसत करते. समस्या 

श्चनराकरण कौशल्य असलेले श्चवद्याथी अश्चधक प्रभावी णे 

श्चनणटय घेतात आश्चण शैिश्चणक तसेच सामाश्चजक जीवनात 

यशस्वी ठरतात. आजच्या तिंत्रज्ञान प्रधान आश्चण 

स् धाटत्मक युगात श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये समस्या श्चनराकरण 

िमता श्चवकश्चसत करण े ही श्चशिण व्यवस्थेची एक 

महत्त्वाची गरज बनली आह े. 

सिंशोधनाची गरज: आजच्या श्चशिण प्रणालीत 

श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या मानश्चसक आरोग्याच्या समस्या गिंभीर होत 

आह.े अनेक श्चवद्याथी तणाव पचिंता आश्चण श्चनणटय 

िमतेच्या अभावामळेु समस्यािंना योग्य प्रकारे सामोरे 

जाऊ शकत नाही. त्यामुळे श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये आध्याश्चत्मक 

बुश्चर्द्मत्ता श्चवकश्चसत करून त्यािंच्या समस्या श्चनराकरण 

िमतेत वाढ करता येईल का? ह े त ासणे आवश्यक 

आह े. 

सिंशोधन समस्या: आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मते्तचा 

ककशोरवयीन श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या समस्या श्चनराकरण िमतेवर 

होणारा  ररणाम  

सिंशोधनाची उकद्दष्ट:े १( ककशोरवयीन श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या 

आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मते्तचा अभ्यास करणे.  २( आध्याश्चत्मक 

आध्याश्चत्मक  

बुश्चर्द्मते्तची

वैश्चशष्टे्य

आत्म 

जागरूकता

म ल्याश्चधश्चष्ठत

श्चवचार 

सहानुभ 

ती 

अिंतगटत 

शािंतता

सकारात्मक 

दशृ्चष्टकोन 

आत्म 

श्चनयिंत्रण 

जीवनाचा 

उद्देश समजणे.

स
म
स्य
ा 
श्चन
र
ाक
र
ण
 प्र
कक्र
य
ेच्
य
ा 
प्र
म
ुख
  
ाय
ऱ्य
ा

समस्या ओळखणे 

समस्येचे श्चवशे्लषण करणे 

 याटय शोधणे 

योग्य  याटय श्चनवडणे 

उ ायािंची अिंमलबजावणी करणे 

 ररणामािंचे म ल्यमा न करणे

समस्या 

श्चनराकरण 

िमतेची

वैश्चशष्ट्ये

तकट शुर्द्

श्चवचारश

िी 

श्चनणटय िमता 

सजटनशीलता 

श्चवश्लेषण िमता 
आत्मश्चवश्वा

स 

सिंयम आश्चण

श्चचकाटी 

 ररश्चस्थतीनुसार 

योग्य कृती 

करण्याची 

िमता 
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बुश्चर्द्मते्तचा ककशोरवयीन श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या समस्या 

श्चनराकरण िमतेवर होणारा  ररणाम अभ्यासणे.  

गहृीतके: आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता आश्चण समस्या 

श्चनराकरण िमता यािंच्यात कोणताही साथटक फरक 

आढळणार नाही.   

सिंशोधन  र्द्ती: प्रस्तुत सिंशोधनासाठी प्रायोश्चगक 

सिंशोधन  र्द्तीचा वा र करण्यात आला आह.े न्यादशट  

महण न १३  त े १८  वषट वयोगटातील १०० 

श्चवद्याथ्याांची श्चनवड साधा यादशृ्चच्छक  र्द्तीने करण्यात 

आली. 

साधन:े १( David B. King द्वारा श्चवकश्चसत 

आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता चाचणीचा उ योग करण्यात 

आला आह.े २( Heppner & Petersen द्वारा 

श्चवकश्चसत समस्या श्चनराकरण िमता चाचणीचा वा र 

करण्यात आलेला आह.े   

सािंश्चख्यकीय श्चवश्लषेण: सिंकश्चलत माश्चहतीचे श्चवश्लेषण 

करण्यासाठी मध्यमान, प्रमाण श्चवचलन आश्चण ‘t’ Test 

या सािंश्चख्यकीय तिंत्राचा वा र करण्यात आला. 

माश्चहतीच ेश्चवश्लषेण व अथटश्चनवटचन: 
उकद्दष्ट्य ेक्र. १ : ककशोरवयीन श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्तेचा 

अभ्यास करणे. 

 
    अथटश्चनवटचन: यावरून असे श्चनष्कषट श्चनघत े की, 

श्चवद्याथ्याटमध्य ेआध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मते्तची  ातळी मध्यम ते 

उच्च आढळललेी आह.े  

उकद्दष्ट्य ेक्र. २ : आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्तेचा ककशोरवयीन श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या 

समस्या श्चनराकरण िमतेवर होणारा  ररणाम अभ्यासणे. 

सम ह 
श्चवद्याथी 

सिंख्या 
माध्यमान 

प्रमाण 

श्चवचलन 

‘t’ 

रेश्चशओ 

आध्यश्चत्मक 

बुश्चर्द्मत्ता 
१०० ७२.४० ८.५० 

८.२५ 
समस्या 

श्चनराकरण 
१०० ६९.१० ७.८० 

अथटश्चनवटचन: आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मते्तचा मध्यमान 

72.40 अस न प्रमाण श्चवचलन 8.50 आह.े तसेच समस्या 

श्चनराकरण िमतेचा मध्यमान 69.10 अस न प्रमाण 

श्चवचलन 69.10 आह.े याचा अथट मध्यमानात साथटक 

अिंतर आललेे आह.े म्हण नच येथे श न्य  ररकल् नेचा 

त्याग करावा लागेल.  

श्चनष्कषट: प्रस्तुत सिंशोधनावरून असे श्चनष् न्न होत े

की आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता ही ककशोरवयीन 

श्चवद्याथ्याांच्या समस्या श्चनराकरण िमतेवर सकारात्मक 

प्रभाव टाकते श्चवद्याथ्याांमध्ये आध्याश्चत्मक म ल्ये श्चवकश्चसत 

झाल्यास ते जीवनातील श्चवश्चवध समस्यािंना अश्चधक 

आत्मश्चवश्वासाने आश्चण सकारात्मकतेने सामोरे जाऊ 

शकतात  .त्यामुळे श्चशिण प्रकक्रयेत आध्याश्चत्मक बुश्चर्द्मत्ता 

श्चवकासाला महत्त्व देणे ही काळाची गरज आहे.  
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प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गसॅ योजनेच्या अिंमलबजावणीतील वास्तव आश्चण ग्रामीण 

भागातील सामाश्चजक समस्या : अमरावती श्चजल्याच्या श्चवशषे सिंदभाटत 
डॉ.श्चवशाखा श्चवनोदराव  ाटील, वाश्चणज्य श्चवभाग, भगविंतराव श्चशवाजी  ाटील महाश्चवद्यालय  रतवाडा 

 

सारािंश: भारतामध्ये ग्रामीण भागातील मश्चहलािंना  ारिं ररक इिंधनाच्या वा रामुळे श्चवश्चवध सामाश्चजक, आर्थटक 

व आरोग्यश्चवषयक समस्यािंना सामोरे जावे लागत होते. ग्रामीण भागात च ल, लाक ड, शेणकािंड्ा आश्चण कोळसा 

यािंसारख्या  ारिं ररक इिंधनाचा वा र मोठ्या प्रमाणावर होत असल्यामुळे घरगतुी ध र प्रद षण, मश्चहलािंचे आरोग्य, 

वेळेचा अ व्यय आश्चण  याटवरणीय समस्या वाढत होत्या. या समस्यािंच्या श्चनराकरणासाठी कें र शासनाने २०१६ मध्य े

प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गॅस योजना सुरू केली. या योजनेचा उदे्दश आर्थटकदषृ्ट्या दबुटल कुटुिंबातील मश्चहलािंना मोफत 

एल ीजी गॅस कनेक्शन उ लब्ध करून दणे ेहा होता. सदर सिंशोधन लेखामध्य ेप्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गॅस योजनेच्या 

अिंमलबजावणीतील वास्तव, ग्रामीण भागातील सामाश्चजक समस्या आश्चण योजनेमुळे झालेल्या सामाश्चजक 

 ररवतटनाचा अभ्यास करण्यात आललेा आह.े अमरावती श्चजल्याच्या श्चवशेष सिंदभाटत ग्रामीण मश्चहलािंच्या 

जीवनमानात, सामाश्चजक श्चस्थतीत आश्चण दैनिंकदन जीवनशलैीमध्ये झालले्या बदलािंचे श्चवश्लेषण करण्यात आले आह.े 

सिंशोधनासाठी दयु्यम माश्चहतीचा वा र करण्यात आला अस न शासन अहवाल, सिंशोधन लेख, वृत्त ते्र आश्चण अश्चधकृत 

सिंकेतस्थळािंचा आधार घणे्यात आला आह.े अभ्यासात न असे स् ष्ट होत े की उज्ज्वला गसॅ योजनेमुळे ग्रामीण 

मश्चहलािंच्या जीवनात सकारात्मक बदल घड न आले असले तरी गॅस श्चसलेंडरच्या वाढत्या ककिं मती,  ुनभटरणाचा खचट, 

जागरूकतेचा अभाव आश्चण श्चवतरण व्यवस्थतेील अडचणी यािंसारख्या समस्या अद्या  कायम आहते. त्यामुळे योजना 

प्रभावी णे राबश्चवण्यासाठी शासन, प्रशासन आश्चण समाज यािंच्यात समन्वय आवश्यक आह.े 

मखु्य शब्द: प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गॅस योजना, ग्रामीण सामाश्चजक समस्या, स्वच्छ इिंधन, मश्चहलािंचे जीवनमान, 

अमरावती श्चजल्हा, सामाश्चजक  ररवतटन, ग्रामीण श्चवकास. 

 

प्रस्तावना: भारत हा कृश्चषप्रधान देश अस न 

देशातील मोठा लोकसिंख्या वगट ग्रामीण भागात 

वास्तव्यास आह.े ग्रामीण भागातील नागररकािंचे 

जीवनमान, आर्थटक  ररश्चस्थती आश्चण सामाश्चजक रचना 

या शहरािंच्या तलुनेत वेगळ्या स्वरू ाच्या आहते. 

ग्रामीण मश्चहलािंचे दैनिंकदन जीवन अनेक प्रकारच्या 

समस्यािंनी वेढलले े आह.े श्चवशेषतः स्वयिं ाकासाठी 

वा रल्या जाणाऱ्या  ारिं ररक इिंधनामुळे मश्चहलािंच्या 

आरोग्यावर गिंभीर  ररणाम होताना कदसतात. लाक ड, 

शेणकािंड्ा आश्चण कोळसा यािंच्या ज्वलनामुळे श्चनमाटण 

होणाऱ्या धुरामुळे श्वसनाचे श्चवकार, डोळ्यािंचे आजार 

आश्चण इतर आरोग्यश्चवषयक समस्या श्चनमाटण होतात. 

ग्रामीण भागातील मश्चहलािंना दररोज सर ण गोळा 

करण्यासाठी लािंब अिंतर  ार करावे लागते. त्यामुळे 

त्यािंचा वेळ आश्चण श्रम मोठ्या प्रमाणात खचट होतात. 

याचा  ररणाम त्यािंच्या श्चशिण, रोजगार आश्चण 

सामाश्चजक सहभागावर होतो. या  ाश्वटभ मीवर कें र 

शासनाने १ म े २०१६ रोजी प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गॅस 

योजना सुरू केली. या योजनेचा उदे्दश गरीब कुटुिंबातील 

मश्चहलािंना स्वच्छ इिंधन उ लब्ध करून देऊन त्यािंचे 

जीवनमान उिंचावणे हा होता. उज्ज्वला गॅस योजना ही 

केवळ इिंधन ुरवठ्याची योजना नस न सामाश्चजक 

 ररवतटनाची प्रकक्रया मानली जाते. या योजनेमुळे 

मश्चहलािंच्या दनैिंकदन जीवनात बदल घड न आल ेआहते. 

मश्चहलािंचा वेळ वाच  लागला, आरोग्यश्चवषयक 

समस्यािंमध्ये घट झाली आश्चण सामाश्चजक सन्मानात वाढ 

झाली. तथाश्च , योजना राबश्चवताना अनेक व्यावहाररक 

अडचणीही समोर आल्या. गॅस श्चसलेंडरच्या  नुभटरणाचा 

वाढता खचट, आर्थटक अडचणी आश्चण ग्रामीण भागातील 

अ ुरी श्चवतरण व्यवस्था यामुळे काही लाभाथींनी  ुन्हा 

 ारिं ररक इिंधनाकडे वळण्यास सुरुवात केली. अमरावती 

श्चजल्यामध्येही उज्ज्वला गॅस योजनेचा प्रभाव ग्रामीण 

भागात मोठ्या प्रमाणावर कदस न येतो. या लेखामध्य े

अमरावती श्चजल्याच्या श्चवशषे सिंदभाटत योजनेच्या 

अिंमलबजावणीतील वास्तव आश्चण ग्रामीण भागातील 

सामाश्चजक समस्यािंचा अभ्यास करण्यात आलेला आह.े 

अभ्यासाची उकद्दष्ट:े १. प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गॅस 

योजनेची सिंकल् ना आश्चण उकद्दष्ट े समज न घणेे. २.मीण 

भागातील  ारिं ररक इिंधन वा रामुळे श्चनमाटण होणाऱ्या 

सामाश्चजक समस्यािंचा अभ्यास करणे. ३. अमरावती 

श्चजल्यातील उज्ज्वला गॅस योजनेच्या अिंमलबजावणीतील 

वास्तव जाण न घणेे. ४. ग्रामीण मश्चहलािंच्या 

जीवनमानावर झालेल्या सामाश्चजक  ररणामािंचे श्चवश्लेषण 

करणे. ५. योजनेसमोरील अडचणी व आव्हानािंचा 

अभ्यास करून उ ाययोजना सचुश्चवणे. 

सिंशोधन  र्द्ती: सदर सिंशोधन लेखासाठी दयु्यम 

माश्चहती सिंकलन  र्द्तीचा वा र करण्यात आललेा आह.े 

सिंशोधनासाठी शासनाचे अहवाल, सिंशोधन  श्चत्रका, 

 ुस्तके, वृत्त ते्र, श्चवश्चवध सिंशोधन लेख तसेच  ेरोश्चलयम 

आश्चण नैसर्गटक वाय  मिंत्रालयाच्या अश्चधकृत 
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सिंकेतस्थळावरील माश्चहतीचा आधार घणे्यात आला आह.े 

अभ्यासामध्ये वणटनात्मक आश्चण श्चवश्लेषणात्मक सिंशोधन 

 र्द्तीचा वा र करण्यात आललेा आह.े अमरावती 

श्चजल्याच्या सिंदभाटतील माश्चहती श्चवश्चवध शासकीय 

कागद ते्र आश्चण उ लब्ध अहवालािंच्या आधारे श्चवश्लेश्चषत 

करण्यात आललेी आह.े सामाश्चजक समस्या, मश्चहलािंचे 

जीवनमान, आर्थटक  ररश्चस्थती आश्चण योजनािंच्या 

अिंमलबजावणीतील वास्तव यािंचे श्चचककत्सक श्चवश्लेषण 

करण्यात आले आह.े 

प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गसॅ योजनचेी सिंकल् ना व 

स्वरू : प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गॅस योजना ही कें र 

शासनाची महत्त्व  णट सामाश्चजक कल्याणकारी योजना 

आह.े या योजनेची सुरुवात २०१६ मध्ये करण्यात 

आली. या योजनअेिंतगटत गरीबी रेषेखालील कुटुिंबातील 

मश्चहलािंना मोफत एल ीजी गसॅ कनेक्शन दणे्यात आल.े 

योजनेचा मुख्य उदे्दश ग्रामीण भागातील मश्चहलािंना 

ध रमुि स्वयिं ाक सुश्चवधा उ लब्ध करून दणेे हा होता. 

योजनेमुळे मश्चहलािंच्या आरोग्याचे सिंरिण,  याटवरण 

सिंवधटन आश्चण ग्रामीण भागातील जीवनमान सुधारणा 

साध्य करण्याचा प्रयत्न करण्यात आला. शासनान े

लाभाथींना गॅस कनेक्शनसोबत च ल आश्चण  श्चहला 

श्चसलेंडर उ लब्ध करून कदला. यामुळे ग्रामीण 

मश्चहलािंमध्ये स्वच्छ इिंधन वा राबाबत जागरूकता 

श्चनमाटण झाली. उज्ज्वला गॅस योजना ही मश्चहला कें करत 

योजना असल्यामुळे मश्चहलािंच्या सामाश्चजक 

सिमीकरणात देखील श्चतच ेमहत्त्व अधोरेश्चखत होते. गॅस 

कनेक्शन मश्चहलािंच्या नावावर देण्यात आल्यान े त्यािंच्या 

सामाश्चजक स्थानात वाढ झाल्याचे कदस न येत.े 

ग्रामीण भागातील सामाश्चजक समस्या आश्चण 

 ारिं ररक इिंधन वा र: 

१.  ारिं ररक इिंधन वा राच े स्वरू : ग्रामीण 

भागामध्ये आजही स्वयिं ाकासाठी लाक ड, शेणकािंड्ा, 

कोळसा आश्चण कृषी अवशेष यािंसारख्या  ारिं ररक 

इिंधनाचा वा र मोठ्या प्रमाणावर केला जातो. आर्थटक 

दबुटलता, स्वच्छ इिंधनाबाबत अ ुरी जागरूकता आश्चण 

ग्रामीण जीवनशलैी यािंमुळे अनेक कुटुिंबे  ारिं ररक 

इिंधनाकडे अश्चधक झुकलेली कदसतात. 

२. मश्चहलािंच्या आरोग्यावर होणारे  ररणाम: 

 ारिं ररक इिंधन जाळल्यामुळे घरामध्य ेध र साचतो. या 

धुरामुळे मश्चहलािंना श्वसनाचे श्चवकार, डोळ्यािंची 

जळजळ, फुफ्फुसािंचे आजार आश्चण दम्यासारख्या समस्या 

श्चनमाटण होतात. लहान मलुािंच्या आरोग्यावरही त्याचा 

श्चव रीत  ररणाम होतो. 

३. वळे आश्चण श्रम यािंचा अ व्यय: ग्रामीण 

मश्चहलािंना दररोज सर ण गोळा करण्यासाठी द रवर 

जावे लागत.े त्यामुळे त्यािंच्या वेळेचा आश्चण श्रमािंचा 

मोठ्या प्रमाणावर अ व्यय होतो. या प्रकक्रयेमुळे 

मश्चहलािंच्या श्चशिण, स्वयिंरोजगार आश्चण सामाश्चजक 

सहभागावर मयाटदा येतात. 

४.  याटवरणीय आश्चण सामाश्चजक समस्या: 

 ारिं ररक इिंधनाच्या वा रामळेु जिंगलतोड, ध र प्रद षण 

आश्चण  याटवरणीय असिंतलुन वाढते. तसेच घरातील 

अस्वच्छ वातावरणामुळे मश्चहलािंचे जीवनमान खालावते 

आश्चण सामाश्चजक समस्यािंमध्ये वाढ होते. 

उज्ज्वला गसॅ योजनचे्या अिंमलबजावणीतील 

वास्तव:  

१. योजनचेी ग्रामीण भागातील  ोहोच:  

प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गॅस योजना ग्रामीण भागातील 

गरीब कुटुिंबािं यांत मोठ्या प्रमाणावर  ोहोचली. अनेक 

मश्चहलािंना प्रथमच एल ीजी गॅस कनेक्शन उ लब्ध 

झाले. यामुळे स्वच्छ इिंधन वा राबाबत जागरूकता 

वाढण्यास मदत झाली. 

२. गसॅ  नुभटरणाचा वाढता खचट:  सुरुवातीला 

मोफत गॅस कनेक्शन श्चमळाले असल े तरी श्चसलेंडर 

 ुनभटरणाचा खचट अनेक ग्रामीण कुटुिंबािंना  रवडत नाही. 

आर्थटक अडचणींमुळे काही लाभाथींनी  ुन्हा  ारिं ररक 

इिंधन वा रण्यास सुरुवात केली. 

३. श्चवतरण व्यवस्थतेील अडचणी: ग्रामीण 

भागातील काही गावािंमध्ये गॅस एजन्सी द र असल्यामुळे 

लाभाथींना अश्चतररि वाहत क खचट करावा लागतो. 

काही वेळा श्चसलेंडर वेळेवर उ लब्ध होत नसल्याच्या 

तक्रारीही कदस न येतात. 

४. जागरूकतचेा अभाव: काही ग्रामीण भागािंमध्य े

स्वच्छ इिंधनाच्या फायद्यािंबाबत  ुरेशी माश्चहती 

नसल्यामुळे योजना प्रभावी णे वा रली जात नाही. 

मश्चहलािंना गॅस सुरश्चिततेश्चवषयी आश्चण श्चनयश्चमत 

वा राबाबत अश्चधक मागटदशटनाची आवश्यकता आह.े 

५. अमरावती श्चजल्यातील वास्तव: अमरावती 

श्चजल्यात उज्ज्वला गॅस योजनेमुळे अनेक मश्चहलािंच्या 

जीवनात सकारात्मक बदल झाले असले तरी आर्थटक 

मयाटदा आश्चण  नुभटरण खचाटमुळे काही कुटुिंबे अज नही 

 ारिं ररक इिंधनाचा वा र करताना कदसतात. 

ग्रामीण समाजावर झाललेा सामाश्चजक  ररणाम: 

प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गॅस योजनमेुळे ग्रामीण समाजामध्य े

श्चवश्चवध सकारात्मक सामाश्चजक बदल कदस न आल ेआहते. 

मश्चहलािंच्या दनैिंकदन जीवनशलैीमध्य े सुधारणा झाली 

अस न स्वच्छ इिंधन वा राबाबत जागरूकता वाढली 

आह.े ग्रामीण मश्चहलािंच्या सामाश्चजक सन्मानात आश्चण 

सहभागात वाढ झालेली कदस न येते. 

 मश्चहलािंच्या दैनिंकदन जीवनातील बदल: उज्ज्वला 

गॅस योजनेमुळे मश्चहलािंच्या दनैिंकदन श्रमािंमध्य ेघट झाली 

आह.े स्वयिं ाकासाठी लागणारा वेळ कमी झाल्यामुळे 

मश्चहलािंना इतर सामाश्चजक आश्चण आर्थटक कामािंसाठी वेळ 

श्चमळ  लागला. 
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 स्वच्छता आश्चण आधशु्चनक जीवनशलैी: स्वच्छ 

इिंधन वा रामुळे घरातील वातावरण स्वच्छ झाले आह.े 

ग्रामीण भागातील अनेक कुटुिंबािंनी आधुश्चनक 

जीवनशैलीचा स्वीकार करण्यास सुरुवात केली आह.े 

 मश्चहलािंच्या सामाश्चजक सन्मानात वाढ: गसॅ 

कनेक्शन मश्चहलािंच्या नावावर दणे्यात आल्यामुळे 

त्यािंच्या सामाश्चजक स्थानात आश्चण श्चनणटय प्रकक्रयेमधील 

सहभागात वाढ झालेली कदसते. मश्चहलािंमध्य े

आत्मश्चवश्वास आश्चण स्वावलिंबनाची भावना श्चनमाटण 

झाली आह.े 

 सामाश्चजक जागरूकतते वाढ: उज्ज्वला गॅस 

योजनेमुळे स्वच्छ इिंधन,  याटवरण सिंवधटन आश्चण 

स्वच्छतेबाबत ग्रामीण समाजात जागरूकता श्चनमाटण 

झाली आह.े 

 सामाश्चजक  ररवतटनाची प्रकक्रया: ग्रामीण 

भागामध्ये मश्चहलािंच्या जीवनमानात आश्चण सामाश्चजक 

जाणीवािंमध्ये सकारात्मक बदल कदस न येत आहते. 

योजनसेमोरील अडचणी व आव्हान:े  

१. गसॅ श्चसलेंडरच्या वाढत्या ककिं मती: ग्रामीण 

गरीब कुटुिंबािंना श्चनयश्चमत ण ेगसॅ श्चसलेंडर  ुनभटरण करण े

आर्थटकदषृ्ट्या कठीण जात.े 

२. अ रुी श्चवतरण व्यवस्था: काही गावािंमध्ये गॅस 

एजन्सी द र असल्यामुळे लाभाथींना अश्चतररि वाहत क 

खचट सहन करावा लागतो. 

३. जागरूकतचेा अभाव: अनेक लाभाथींमध्य े

स्वच्छ इिंधन वा राबाबत  ुरेशी माश्चहती आश्चण 

जागरूकता कदस न येत नाही. 

४.  ारिं ररक इिंधनाकडे  नु्हा वळण्याची प्रवतृ्ती: 

 ुनभटरण खचट जास्त असल्यामुळे काही कुटुिंबे  ुन्हा 

लाक ड आश्चण शेणकािंड्ािंचा वा र करताना कदसतात. 

५. अिंमलबजावणीतील प्रशासकीय समस्या: 

लाभाथी श्चनवड प्रकक्रया,  ुरवठा आश्चण देखरेख यामध्ये 

काही रठकाणी अडचणी कदस न येतात. 

स चना व उ ाययोजना: १. ग्रामीण भागातील 

गरीब कुटुिंबािंसाठी गॅस श्चसलेंडर  ुनभटरणावर अश्चधक 

अनुदान दणे्यात यावे. २. गावागावात स्वच्छ इिंधन 

वा राबाबत जनजागृती मोहीम राबश्चवण्यात यावी. ३. 

ग्रामीण भागातील गॅस श्चवतरण व्यवस्था अश्चधक मजब त 

करण्यात यावी. ४. मश्चहलािंसाठी प्रश्चशिण आश्चण 

मागटदशटन कायटक्रम आयोश्चजत करण्यात यावेत. ५. 

योजनािंच्या अिंमलबजावणीमध्ये  ारदशटकता आश्चण 

श्चनयश्चमत देखरेख ठेवण्यात यावी. ६. ग्रामीण भागातील 

मश्चहलािंच्या आर्थटक सिमीकरणासाठी स्वयिंरोजगार 

योजनािंशी उज्ज्वला योजनेची सािंगड घालण्यात यावी. 

श्चनष्कषट: प्रधानमिंत्री उज्ज्वला गॅस योजना ही 

ग्रामीण भागातील मश्चहलािंच्या जीवनात सकारात्मक 

बदल घडव न आणणारी महत्त्व  णट योजना आह.े या 

योजनेमुळे मश्चहलािंना स्वच्छ इिंधनाची सुश्चवधा उ लब्ध 

झाली अस न त्यािंच्या जीवनमानात सुधारणा झाललेी 

कदस न येत.े मश्चहलािंच्या दनैिंकदन श्रमात घट झाली, 

वेळेची बचत झाली आश्चण सामाश्चजक सन्मानात वाढ 

झाली. तथाश्च , योजनेच्या अिंमलबजावणीमध्ये अनेक 

व्यावहाररक अडचणी आढळ न येतात. श्चवशेषतः गॅस 

श्चसलेंडरच्या  ुनभटरणाचा वाढता खचट, श्चवतरण 

व्यवस्थेतील समस्या आश्चण आर्थटक मयाटदा यामुळे अनेक 

लाभाथी  ुन्हा  ारिं ररक इिंधनाकडे वळताना कदसतात. 

अमरावती श्चजल्याच्या सिंदभाटत  ाहता उज्ज्वला गॅस 

योजनेमुळे सामाश्चजक  ररवतटनाची प्रकक्रया सुरू झाली 

असली तरी ती अश्चधक प्रभावी करण्यासाठी शासनान े

दीघटकालीन धोरणात्मक उ ाययोजना करणे आवश्यक 

आह.े 
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अन्नदाता त ेसिंकटग्रस्त : बदलत्या शतेी व्यवस्थेतील सामाश्चजक समस्या 

प्रा. सौ. उन्नती अमतृराव  ाटील, सहाय्यक प्राध्याश्च का, समाजशास्त्र श्चवभाग, मातोश्री बयाबाई श्री तराव कदम 

महाश्चवद्यालय, कडेगाव, Email: uapatil2017@gmail.com 

 

सारािंश: “अन्नदाता ते सिंकटग्रस्त : बदलत्या शेती व्यवस्थेतील सामाश्चजक समस्यािंचा अभ्यास” या सिंशोधन 

 े रमध्य ेसमकालीन भारतीय शेती व्यवस्थेमध्य ेघडत असलेल्या बदलािंचा आश्चण त्यात न उद्भवणाऱ्या सामाश्चजक 

समस्यािंचा समाजशास्त्रीय दषृ्टीकोनात न अभ्यास करण्यात आला आह.े  ारिं ररक शेतीत न आधुश्चनक, 

बाजार ेठाश्चभमुख आश्चण तिंत्रज्ञानाधाररत शेतीकडे होत असलेल्या सिंक्रमणामुळे शेतकऱ्यािंच्या जीवनात महत्त्व  णट 

बदल घड न आल ेआहते.1 या बदलािंच्या  ाश्वटभ मीवर कजटबाजारी णा, उत् न्नातील अश्चनश्चितता, शेतकरी आत्महत्या, 

स्थलािंतर, तसेच मानश्चसक आश्चण सामाश्चजक ताणतणाव या समस्या अश्चधक तीव्र झालेल्या कदस न येतात. 

या श्चशवाय, हवामान बदल, नैसर्गटक सिंसाधनािंचा ऱ्हास, तािंश्चत्रक असमतोल आश्चण कृषी धोरणािंमधील मयाटदा 

यािंचा देखील शेती िेत्रावर मोठा  ररणाम होत आह.े प्रस्तुत अभ्यासामध्ये सामाश्चजक समस्या, कृषी व्यवस्था आश्चण 

सामाश्चजक  ररवतटन या सिंकल् नािंचा सैर्द्ािंश्चतक आढावा घेऊन, दयु्यम  स्रोतािंच्या आधारे श्चवश्लेषण करण्यात आल े

आह.े सिंशोधनात न अस े कदस न येत े की, अन्नसुरिा सुश्चनश्चित करणारा शेतकरी स्वतः सामाश्चजक आश्चण आर्थटक 

असुरश्चिततलेा सामोरा जात आह,े हा एक गिंभीर श्चवरोधाभास आह.ेया समस्यािंच्या श्चनराकरणासाठी शाश्वत शेती 

 र्द्तींचा अवलिंब, प्रभावी कृषी धोरणािंची अिंमलबजावणी, तिंत्रज्ञानाचा समतोल वा र आश्चण शेतकऱ्यािंचे सिमीकरण 

आवश्यक असल्याचे श्चनष्कषाटत न स् ष्ट होते. प्रस्ततु सिंशोधन  े र समाजशास्त्रीय दशृ्चष्टकोनात न शेती िेत्रातील बदल 

आश्चण त्यात न श्चनमाटण होणाऱ्या सामाश्चजक समस्यािंचे सखोल श्चवश्लेषण करण्याचा प्रयत्न करतो. 

की वडट:  शेती, सामाश्चजक समस्या, शेतकरी, कृषी सिंकट, सामाश्चजक बदल, हवामान बदल, शाश्वत शेती. 

 

प्रस्तावना: भारतीय समाजाच्या ऐश्चतहाश्चसक आश्चण 

सिंरचनात्मक श्चवकासामध्ये कृषी िेत्राला अत्यिंत महत्त्वाचे 

स्थान प्राप्त झालेल ेआह.े प्राचीन काळा ास न शेती ही 

केवळ उ जीश्चवकेचे साधन नस न सामाश्चजक रचना, 

आर्थटक व्यवहार आश्चण सािंस्कृश्चतक  रिं रा यािंचा 

अश्चवभाज्य घटक म्हण न श्चवकश्चसत झाली आह.े त्यामुळेच 

भारतीय शेतकऱ्याला ‘अन्नदाता’ म्हण न सन्मानाने 

सिंबोधले जाते. तथाश्च , कालािंतरान े सामाश्चजक 

 ररवतटनाच्या श्चवश्चवध प्रकक्रयािंमुळे कृषी व्यवस्थेचे स्वरू  

मोठ्या प्रमाणात बदलल े अस न, या बदलािंचा शेतकरी 

जीवनावर व्या क  ररणाम होताना कदस न 

येतो.श्चवशेषतः उदारीकरण, जागश्चतकीकरण आश्चण 

तािंश्चत्रक प्रगती या प्रकक्रयािंमुळे कृषी िेत्र अश्चधकाश्चधक 

बाजार ेठाश्चभमुख बनल ेआह.े उत् ादन, श्चवतरण आश्चण 

ककिं मत श्चनधाटरण या बाबींमध्ये बाजारशिींचा प्रभाव 

वाढल्यामुळे  ारिं ररक शेती व्यवस्थेतील स्थैयट कमी 

झाले आह.े  ररणामी, शेती ही केवळ नैसर्गटक घटकािंवर 

अवलिंब न असललेी कक्रया न राहता आर्थटक, राजकीय 

आश्चण तािंश्चत्रक घटकािंच्या गुिंतागुिंतीच्या  रस् रसिंबिंधािंवर 

आधाररत प्रकक्रया बनली आह.े या प्रकक्रयेत लहान आश्चण 

सीमािंत शेतकऱ्यािंची श्चस्थती अश्चधकच असुरश्चित होत 

चालली आह.े याच अनुषिंगान े कृषी िेत्रामध्य े श्चवश्चवध 

प्रकारच्या सामाश्चजक समस्यािंचा उदय होताना कदसतो. 

आर्थटक दड ण, उत् ादन खचाटतील वाढ, बाजारातील 

अश्चस्थरता, नैसर्गटक आ त्ती आश्चण धोरणात्मक मयाटदा 

यािंमुळे शेतकऱ्यािंच्या जीवनात असुरश्चितता श्चनमाटण 

झाली आह.े यामुळे केवळ आर्थटकच नव्ह ेतर सामाश्चजक 

आश्चण मानश्चसक  ातळीवरही  ररणाम होत अस न, 

कुटुिंबीय सिंबिंध, ग्रामीण समाजरचना आश्चण जीवनमान 

यािंमध्य े बदल घडत आहते.2 श्चवशेषतः ग्रामीण युवकािंचे 

शेती ास न दरुावण,े स्थलािंतराची प्रवृत्ती आश्चण 

 ारिं ररक म ल्यव्यवस्थतेील बदल या बाबी लिवेधी 

ठरतात.याश्चशवाय हवामान बदल, जलस्रोतािंची 

कमतरता, मातीचा ऱ्हास आश्चण रासायश्चनक शेतीचे 

 ररणाम यािंसारख्या  याटवरणीय घटकािंनी कृषी 

व्यवस्थेच्या रटकाऊ णासमोर गिंभीर आव्हान े श्चनमाटण 

केली आहते.3 तिंत्रज्ञानाचा वाढता वा र आश्चण 

माश्चहतीतील असमानता यािंमुळे शेतकऱ्यािंमध्य े नवीन 

प्रकारची श्चवषमता श्चनमाटण होत आह.े त्यामुळे कृषी 

िेत्रातील समस्या केवळ वैयश्चिक ककिं वा आर्थटक मयाटदेत 

न राहता व्या क सामाश्चजक सिंरचनेशी श्चनगश्चडत 

झालेल्या आहते.या सवट  ाश्वटभ मीवर ‘अन्नदाता ते 

सिंकटग्रस्त’ हा शेतकऱ्यािंचा प्रवास केवळ भावश्चनक 

अश्चभव्यिी नस न समकालीन सामाश्चजक वास्तवाचे 

प्रतीक आह.े प्रस्ततु सिंशोधन लेखामध्य े बदलत्या शेती 

व्यवस्थेतील सामाश्चजक समस्यािंचा समाजशास्त्रीय 

दशृ्चष्टकोनात न सखोल अभ्यास करण्याचा प्रयत्न करण्यात 

आललेा अस न, या समस्यािंची कारणमीमािंसा, स्वरू  

आश्चण  ररणाम यािंचे श्चवश्लेषण करून त्यावरील 

उ ाययोजनािंचा श्चवचार करण्यात येणार आह.े 

 उकद्दष्ट:े बदलत्या शेती व्यवस्थेच्या  ाश्वटभ मीवर 

शेतकऱ्यािंच्या जीवनात श्चनमाटण होणाऱ्या सामाश्चजक 
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समस्यािंचा अभ्यास करण े हा प्रस्तुत सिंशोधनाचा मुख्य 

हते  आह.े या अनुषिंगान े ुढील उकद्दष्ट े श्चनश्चित करण्यात 

आली आहते. १( बदलत्या कृषी व्यवस्थेचे स्वरू  व 

वैश्चशष्ट्ये अभ्यासण.े २( शेती िेत्रातील प्रमुख सामाश्चजक 

समस्यािंची ओळख करून त्यािंचे श्चवश्लेषण करण.े ३( कृषी 

सिंकटामागील सामाश्चजक, आर्थटक व  याटवरणीय 

कारणािंचा अभ्यास करण.े ४( शेतकरी जीवनावर होणारे 

सामाश्चजक  ररणाम आश्चण उ ाययोजनािंचा श्चवचार 

करण.े 

सिंशोधन  र्द्ती: प्रस्तुत सिंशोधन लेखासाठी 

वणटनात्मक व श्चवश्लेषणात्मक सिंशोधन  र्द्तीचा अवलिंब 

करण्यात आला आह.े या अभ्यासासाठी दयु्यम माश्चहती 

स्रोतािंचा वा र करून  ुस्तके, सिंशोधन लेख, अहवाल व 

शासकीय साश्चहत्याचा सिंदभट घेण्यात आला आह.े 

सिंकश्चलत माश्चहतीचे गणुात्मक  र्द्तीन े श्चवश्लेषण करून 

श्चवषयाचे समाजशास्त्रीय दशृ्चष्टकोनात न स् ष्टीकरण 

करण्यात आल ेआह.े 

अभ्यासाची सरै्द्ािंश्चतक  ाश्वटभ मी: प्रस्तुत सिंशोधन 

लेखामध्य े “अन्नदाता ते सिंकटग्रस्त : बदलत्या शेती 

व्यवस्थेतील सामाश्चजक समस्यािंचा अभ्यास” या 

श्चवषयाचा सखोल श्चवचार करताना काही म लभ त 

सिंकल् नािंचा आधार घेण े आवश्यक ठरते. कोणत्याही 

सामाश्चजक समस्येचा अभ्यास केवळ घटनात्मक 

 ातळीवर न करता त्यामागील सिंरचना, प्रकक्रया आश्चण 

 ररवतटन समज न घेण े गरजेचे असत.े या दषृ्टीने 

सामाश्चजक समस्या, कृषी व्यवस्था आश्चण सामाश्चजक 

 ररवतटन या सिंकल् ना या अभ्यासाच्या सैर्द्ािंश्चतक 

चौकटीचे मुख्य आधारस्तिंभ ठरतात.समाजातील 

सामाश्चजक समस्या या केवळ एखाद्या व्यिी ुरत्या 

मयाटकदत नस न त्या व्या क समाजरचनेशी श्चनगश्चडत 

असतात. समाजाच्या मोठ्या घटकावर प्रश्चतक ल 

 ररणाम करणाऱ्या आश्चण सामाश्चजक सिंतुलन 

श्चबघडश्चवणाऱ्या  ररश्चस्थतींना सामाश्चजक समस्या अस े

सिंबोधले जाते. शेती िेत्राच्या सिंदभाटत  ाहता, 

कजटबाजारी णा, उत् न्नातील अश्चनश्चितता, शेतकरी 

आत्महत्या, स्थलािंतर आश्चण मानश्चसक ताणतणाव या 

समस्या केवळ आर्थटक अडचणी नस न त्या सामाश्चजक 

सिंरचनेतील असमतोलाचे प्रश्चतपबिंब आहते. त्यामुळे या 

समस्यािंकडे व्या क सामाश्चजक दशृ्चष्टकोनात न  ाहणे 

आवश्यक ठरत.ेकृषी व्यवस्था ही केवळ अन्न उत् ादनाशी 

सिंबिंश्चधत आर्थटक कक्रया नस न ती एक व्या क सामाश्चजक 

सिंस्था म्हण न कायट करते. जमीनधारणा, उत् ादन  र्द्ती, 

कामगार सिंबिंध, तिंत्रज्ञानाचा वा र आश्चण बाजार ेठेचे 

स्वरू  या सवट घटकािंचा  रस् रसिंबिंध कृषी व्यवस्थेला 

आकार देत असतो.  ारिं ररक काळात शेती ही 

प्रामुख्याने उ जीश्चवकाधाररत आश्चण स्थाश्चनक 

गरजािं ुरती मयाटकदत होती;  रिंत ुआधुश्चनक काळात ती 

अश्चधकाश्चधक बाजार ेठाश्चभमुख आश्चण तिंत्रज्ञानाधाररत 

बनली आह.े या बदलािंमुळे शेती व्यवस्थेतील स्थैयट कमी 

होऊन असुरश्चितता वाढत चालल्याचे कदस न येत.े याच 

सिंदभाटत सामाश्चजक  ररवतटन ही सिंकल् ना अत्यिंत 

महत्त्वाची ठरत.े समाजाच्या रचना, म ल्य,े सिंस्था आश्चण 

जीवन र्द्तींमध्य ेकालानुसार होणारे बदल ह ेसामाश्चजक 

 ररवतटनाचे द्योतक आहते.4 आधुश्चनक काळातील 

जागश्चतकीकरण, उदारीकरण आश्चण तािंश्चत्रक प्रगती यािंमुळे 

सामाश्चजक  ररवतटनाची गती वाढली अस न, त्याचा थेट 

 ररणाम कृषी िेत्रावर होत आह.े शेतीचे व्या ारीकरण, 

बाजार ेठेवरील वाढते अवलिंश्चबत्व आश्चण  याटवरणीय 

बदल यािंमुळे शेतकऱ्यािंच्या जीवनात अश्चनश्चितता आश्चण 

ताण श्चनमाटण होत आह.ेया सवट सिंकल् नािंच्या 

 रस् रसिंबिंधात न “अन्नदाता त े सिंकटग्रस्त” हा 

शेतकऱ्यािंचा प्रवास अश्चधक स् ष्ट ण े समज न येतो. 

 ारिं ररक काळात समाजाचा  ोपशिंदा म्हण न ओळखला 

जाणारा शेतकरी आज श्चवश्चवध सामाश्चजक, आर्थटक आश्चण 

 याटवरणीय समस्यािंच्या श्चवळख्यात अडकललेा कदसतो.5 

त्यामुळे प्रस्तुत अभ्यासामध्ये या सैर्द्ािंश्चतक  ाश्वटभ मीच्या 

आधारे बदलत्या शेती व्यवस्थतेील सामाश्चजक समस्यािंचे 

सखोल श्चवश्लेषण करण्याचा प्रयत्न करण्यात आललेा आह.े 

बदलत्या शतेी व्यवस्थचेी वैश्चशष्ट्य:े समकालीन 

काळात भारतीय कृषी व्यवस्थेमध्य े व्या क स्वरू ाचे 

बदल घड न येत अस न, या बदलािंनी शेतीचे  ारिं ररक 

स्वरू  मोठ्या प्रमाणात प्रभाश्चवत केल ेआह.े   वी शेती 

ही प्रामुख्याने उ जीश्चवकाधाररत, श्चनसगटकें करत आश्चण 

स्थाश्चनक गरजािंवर आधाररत व्यवस्था होती; मात्र 

आधुश्चनक काळात ती अश्चधकाश्चधक तिंत्रज्ञानाधाररत, 

बाजार ेठाश्चभमुख आश्चण व्या ारी स्वरू ाची बनत 

चालली आह.े या  ररवतटनामुळे कृषी िेत्रात 

उत् ादनिमतेत काही प्रमाणात वाढ झाली असली तरी 

त्याचबरोबर अनेक सामाश्चजक, आर्थटक आश्चण 

 याटवरणीय समस्या देखील श्चनमाटण झालेल्या कदस न 

येतात. बदलत्या शेती व्यवस्थचेी काही ठळक वैश्चशष्ट्ये 

 ुढीलप्रमाण ेस् ष्ट करता येतात. 

१( तािंश्चत्रक आधशु्चनकीकरणाची वाढ: आधुश्चनक 

कृषी व्यवस्थेमध्य े यािंश्चत्रकीकरण, सुधाररत श्चबयाणे, 

रासायश्चनक खते, कीटकनाशके, पसिंचन तिंत्रज्ञान आश्चण 

श्चडश्चजटल साधनािंचा वा र मोठ्या प्रमाणात वाढलेला 

कदस न येतो.6 रॅक्टर, हावेस्टर, श्चि  पसिंचन, मोबाईल 

अॅॅप्स आश्चण हवामान आधाररत माश्चहती यािंमुळे शेतीचे 

स्वरू  अश्चधक तािंश्चत्रक बनल ेआह.े या तािंश्चत्रक बदलािंमुळे 

उत् ादनात वाढ झाली असली तरी उत् ादन खचाटतही 

मोठ्या प्रमाणात वाढ झाली आह.े  ररणामी लहान व 

सीमािंत शेतकऱ्यािंना आर्थटक दबावाचा सामना करावा 

लागत आह.े तिंत्रज्ञानाचा असमान वा र ग्रामीण 
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समाजामध्य े नवीन प्रकारची श्चवषमता श्चनमाटण करीत 

असल्याचेही कदस न येत.े 

 २( बाजार ठेीकरण व व्या ारीकरण:   ारिं ररक 

शेती व्यवस्था मुख्यतः कुटुिंबाच्या गरजा   णट करण्यावर 

आधाररत होती;  रिंत ु आधुश्चनक काळात शेती 

अश्चधकाश्चधक बाजार ेठाश्चभमुख बनली आह.े कोणते  ीक 

घ्यायचे, ककती उत् ादन करायचे आश्चण कोणत्या 

बाजार ेठेत श्चवक्री करायची ह े घटक आता बाजारभाव 

आश्चण मागणीवर अवलिंब न झाल ेआहते. त्यामुळे शेतीचे 

व्या ारीकरण वाढले अस न नफ्याला अश्चधक महत्त्व प्राप्त 

झाले आह.े या प्रकक्रयेमुळे शेतकरी बाजार ेठेतील चढ-

उतारािंवर अवलिंब न झाला आह.े बाजारभावातील 

अश्चस्थरता आश्चण दलाल व्यवस्था यािंमुळे शेतकऱ्यािंच्या 

उत् न्नात अश्चनश्चितता श्चनमाटण होत आह.े7 

३( जागश्चतकीकरणाचा वाढता प्रभाव: 

 जागश्चतकीकरणामुळे भारतीय कृषी व्यवस्था 

आिंतरराष्ट्रीय बाजार ेठेशी अश्चधक जोडली गलेी आह.े 

श्चनयाटत-आयात धोरण,े बहुराष्ट्रीय किं  न्यािंचा प्रवेश आश्चण 

जागश्चतक स् धाट यािंचा शेती िेत्रावर थेट  ररणाम होत 

आह.े आिंतरराष्ट्रीय बाजारातील ककिं मती, करारशेती 

आश्चण व्यावसाश्चयक  ीक र्द्ती यािंमुळे  ारिं ररक कृषी 

सिंस्कृतीमध्य े बदल घडत आहते. जागश्चतकीकरणामुळे 

काही शेतकऱ्यािंना नवीन सिंधी उ लब्ध झाल्या असल्या 

तरी लहान शेतकऱ्यािंसाठी स् धाटत्मक वातावरण अश्चधक 

कठीण बनल ेआह.े 

४( नसैर्गटक सिंसाधनािंवरील वाढता ताण: आधुश्चनक 

कृषी व्यवस्थेमध्य े उत् ादनवाढीवर अश्चधक भर 

कदल्यामुळे  ाणी, माती आश्चण जैवश्चवश्चवधता यािंसारख्या 

नैसर्गटक सिंसाधनािंवर प्रचिंड ताण श्चनमाटण झाला आह.े 

रासायश्चनक खतािंचा अश्चतवा र, भ जलाचा वाढता उ सा 

आश्चण जिंगलतोड यािंमुळे  याटवरणीय सिंतुलन श्चबघडत 

आह.े हवामान बदल, अश्चनयश्चमत  जटन्यमान आश्चण 

दषु्काळ यािंमुळे शेती अश्चधक अश्चस्थर बनत चालली 

आह.े8  ररणामी शेतकऱ्यािंची आर्थटक व सामाश्चजक 

असुरश्चितता वाढत आह.े 

५( लहान व सीमािंत शतेकऱ्यािंची वाढती 

असरुश्चितता: भारतीय कृषी व्यवस्थेमध्य े बहुसिंख्य 

शेतकरी ह ेलहान व सीमािंत गटातील आहते. बदलत्या 

कृषी व्यवस्थेत भािंडवल, तिंत्रज्ञान आश्चण बाजार ेठेवरील 

श्चनयिंत्रण मोठ्या उत् ादकािंकडे कें करत होत असल्यामुळे 

लहान शेतकरी अश्चधक असुरश्चित बनत आहते. उत् ादन 

खचट वाढ, कजटबाजारी णा, अ ुरे सरकारी सिंरिण आश्चण 

नैसर्गटक सिंकटे यािंमुळे त्यािंचे जीवनमान अश्चधक अश्चस्थर 

होत आह.े त्यामुळे कृषी िेत्रातील सामाश्चजक असमानता 

अश्चधक तीव्र होत असल्याचे कदस न येत.े 

अशा प्रकारे बदलत्या शेती व्यवस्थेची ही वैश्चशष्ट्ये 

केवळ कृषी िेत्रा ुरती मयाटकदत नस न ती ग्रामीण 

समाजरचना, सामाश्चजक सिंबिंध आश्चण शेतकऱ्यािंच्या 

जीवनमानावर व्या क  ररणाम घडश्चवत आहते. त्यामुळे 

या बदलािंचा समाजशास्त्रीय दशृ्चष्टकोनात न अभ्यास करण े

आवश्यक ठरत.े 

शतेीतील प्रमुख सामाश्चजक समस्या: समकालीन 

भारतीय कृषी व्यवस्था ही जलद गतीन े बदलणारी, 

बाजारकें करत आश्चण तिंत्रज्ञानाधाररत बनत चालली अस न 

या  ररवतटनामुळे ग्रामीण समाजजीवनात नवे सामाश्चजक 

ताणतणाव श्चनमाटण झाले आहते. शेती ही   वी केवळ 

उ जीश्चवकेचे साधन मानली जात होती;  रिंत ुआज ती 

जागश्चतक बाजार ेठ, भािंडवल आश्चण तिंत्रज्ञानाच्या 

प्रभावाखालील एक जोखमीची आर्थटक कक्रया बनली 

आह.े या बदलािंचा  ररणाम म्हण न शेतकरी वगट श्चवश्चवध 

स्तरािंवर सामाश्चजक असुरश्चितता अनुभवत आह.े 

 १( कृषीतील आर्थटक जोखीम आश्चण कजट श्चनभटरता: 

आधुश्चनक शेतीमध्य े गुिंतवणुकीचे प्रमाण वाढल्यामुळे 

शेतकरी अश्चधकाश्चधक कजाटवर अवलिंब न राहू लागला 

आह.े उत् ादनासाठी आवश्यक सिंसाधने महागडी 

झाल्याने आश्चण उत् न्न हमी नसल्यान ेशेती ही जोखमीची 

कक्रया बनली आह.े कजाटचा सतत वाढता भार 

शेतकऱ्याच्या आर्थटक स्थैयाटवर  ररणाम करून त्याला 

दीघटकालीन असुरश्चिततचे्या श्चस्थतीत ढकलतो. 

२( कृषी सिंकटाच े सामाश्चजक  ररणाम: कृषी 

िेत्रातील अश्चस्थरता, श्चनसगाटवर अवलिंश्चबत्व आश्चण 

बाजारभावातील अश्चनश्चितता यािंमुळे ग्रामीण जीवनात 

गिंभीर सामाश्चजक तणाव श्चनमाटण होतो. अशा 

 ररश्चस्थतीत कुटुिंबावर आर्थटक आश्चण मानश्चसक दड ण 

वाढते, ज्याचा  ररणाम सामाश्चजक सिंबिंध आश्चण कुटुिंबीय 

सिंरचनेवरही होतो. कृषी सिंकट ह े आता एक व्या क 

सामाश्चजक वास्तव बनले आह.े 

 ३( ग्रामीण समाजातील स्थलािंतर आश्चण 

सिंरचनात्मक बदल: शेतीत न श्चमळणारे अ ुरे उत् न्न आश्चण 

शहरातील रोजगाराच्या आकषटक सिंधी यािंमुळे ग्रामीण 

लोकसिंख्या मोठ्या प्रमाणावर स्थलािंतर करत आह.े या 

प्रकक्रयेमुळे ग्रामीण भागातील श्रमशिी कमी होत अस न 

 ारिं ररक सामाश्चजक व्यवस्था कमजोर होत आह.े 

स्थलािंतरामुळे ग्रामीण समाजाची सािंस्कृश्चतक आश्चण 

सामाश्चजक एकात्मता देखील प्रभाश्चवत होत आह.े 

४( मानश्चसक असरुश्चितता आश्चण सामाश्चजक 

दड ण:  कृषी िेत्रातील अश्चनश्चितता, कजटभार आश्चण 

हवामानातील बदल यािंमुळे शेतकरी सतत मानश्चसक 

तणावाखाली जीवन जगतो. भश्चवष्यातील अश्चनश्चितता 

आश्चण उत् न्नातील अश्चस्थरता यामुळे नैराश्य, पचिंता 

आश्चण अस्वस्थता वाढताना कदसते. ही समस्या केवळ 

वैयश्चिक नस न ती ग्रामीण समाजातील वाढत्या 

तणावाचे द्योतक आह.े 
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 ५( सामाश्चजक श्चवषमता आश्चण सिंधीतील 

असमानता: बदलत्या कृषी व्यवस्थेमध्य े सिंसाधने, 

तिंत्रज्ञान आश्चण बाजार ेठेवरील प्रवेश समान नसल्यामुळे 

ग्रामीण समाजात श्चवषमता वाढत आह.े मोठे शेतकरी 

आश्चण लहान शेतकरी यािंच्यातील आर्थटक अिंतर अश्चधकच 

रुिंदावत आह.े त्यामुळे ग्रामीण श्चवकासाची प्रकक्रया 

समतोल न राहता असिंतुश्चलत स्वरू  धारण करत आह.े 

अशा प्रकारे बदलत्या कृषी व्यवस्थेमुळे श्चनमाटण 

झालेल्या सामाश्चजक समस्या या केवळ आर्थटक  ररणाम 

नस न त्या ग्रामीण समाजाच्या सिंरचनेतील खोलवर 

बदलािंचे प्रश्चतपबिंब आहते. त्यामुळे या समस्यािंचा अभ्यास 

समकालीन समाजशास्त्रीय सिंदभाटत करण े अत्यिंत 

आवश्यक ठरत.े 

बदलत्या शतेी व्यवस्थचे े सामाश्चजक  ररणाम: 

बदलत्या कृषी व्यवस्थेमुळे ग्रामीण समाजात श्चनमाटण 

झालेल े  ररणाम केवळ आर्थटक  ातळीवर मयाटकदत 

नस न ते सामाश्चजक सिंरचना, सिंबिंधव्यवस्था आश्चण 

जीवनशैलीवर खोलवर  ररणाम करणारे आहते. 

 ारिं ररक शेतीकें करत समाजात न आधुश्चनक बाजारकें करत 

कृषी व्यवस्थेकडे झालेल्या सिंक्रमणामुळे ग्रामीण 

जीवनाचे स्वरू  म लभ त  ातळीवर बदलल े आह.े या 

बदलािंचे प्रमुख सामाश्चजक  ररणाम  ुढीलप्रमाण ेअश्चधक 

स क्ष्म आश्चण श्चवश्लेषणात्मक स्वरू ात स् ष्ट करता येतात. 

 १( ग्रामीण सामाश्चजक एकात्मतचेा िय: 

 ारिं ररक ग्रामीण समाजात शेती ही साम श्चहक सहकायट, 

 रस् र मदत आश्चण सामाश्चजक एकात्मतेचा आधार 

होती. मात्र आधुश्चनक काळात शेतीचे व्या ारीकरण 

आश्चण आर्थटक स् धाट वाढल्यामुळे या सहकायाटच्या 

भावनेत घट झाली आह.े शेतकऱ्यािंमधील  रस् र सिंबिंध 

अश्चधक व्यवहारकें री होत अस न सामाश्चजक एकोप्याची 

भावना कमकुवत होत आह.े त्यामुळे ग्रामीण समाजातील 

 ारिं ररक एकात्मता हळ हळ  श्चवस्कळीत होताना कदसते. 

 २( कुटुिंब सिंरचनतेील  नुरटचना: आर्थटक अश्चस्थरता 

आश्चण उ जीश्चवकेच्या शोधात कुटुिंबातील सदस्यािंचे 

स्थलािंतर वाढल्यामुळे सिंयुि कुटुिंब  र्द्तीचा  ाया 

कमकुवत झाला आह.े शेतीवर आधाररत कुटुिंबातील 

 रस् र अवलिंश्चबत्व कमी होत अस न स्वतिंत्र व लहान 

कुटुिंबािंची प्रवृत्ती वाढत आह.े यामुळे कुटुिंबातील 

 ारिं ररक जबाबदाऱ्या, म ल्य े आश्चण भ श्चमकािंमध्ये 

लिणीय बदल घड न आल ेआहते. 

३( यवुा श्च ढीचा कृषी व्यवसाया ास न द राव: 

शेतीतील अश्चनश्चित उत् न्न, वाढता खचट आश्चण 

श्रमाधाररत स्वरू  यािंमुळे ग्रामीण युवकािंमध्ये 

शेतीश्चवषयी आकषटण कमी झाले आह.े श्चशिण आश्चण 

शहरी रोजगाराच्या सिंधींमुळे तरुण श्च ढी कृषी 

िेत्राऐवजी शहरी व्यवसायािंकडे वळताना कदसते. या 

प्रवृत्तीमुळे शेतीतील कौशल्याधाररत श्रमशिीची 

कमतरता श्चनमाटण होत आह.े 

४( ग्रामीण समाजातील आर्थटक-सामाश्चजक 

श्चवषमता: आधुश्चनक कृषी व्यवस्थेमध्य ेभािंडवल, तिंत्रज्ञान 

आश्चण बाजार ेठे यांतचा प्रवेश सवाांसाठी समान 

नसल्यामुळे ग्रामीण समाजात स्तरभेद अश्चधक स् ष्ट 

झाला आह.े मोठ्या शेतकऱ्यािंना आधुश्चनक साधनािंचा 

अश्चधक लाभ श्चमळत असताना लहान व सीमािंत शेतकरी 

मागे  डत आहते. यामुळे ग्रामीण श्चवकासात असमानता 

वाढत अस न सामाश्चजक दरी अश्चधक रुिंदावत आह.े 

५( मानश्चसक असरुश्चिततचेी वाढती तीव्रता: कृषी 

िेत्रातील सततची अश्चनश्चितता, हवामान बदल, 

बाजारभावातील चढ-उतार आश्चण कजटभार यािंमुळे 

शेतकरी वगाटत मानश्चसक दड ण वाढले आह.े 

भश्चवष्याबाबतची असुरश्चितता, आर्थटक ताण आश्चण 

सामाश्चजक अ ेिा यािंचा एकश्चत्रत  ररणाम व्यिीच्या 

मानश्चसक स्थैयाटवर होत आह.े यामुळे ग्रामीण समाजात 

तणाव  णट आश्चण अश्चस्थर मानश्चसकतेच े प्रमाण वाढताना 

कदसते. 

बदलत्या शतेी व्यवस्थवेरील उ ाययोजना:  

बदलत्या कृषी व्यवस्थेमुळे श्चनमाटण झालेल्या सामाश्चजक 

समस्यािंचे स्वरू  केवळ आर्थटक नस न ते सिंरचनात्मक 

आश्चण सामाश्चजक असल्यामुळे त्यावर उ ाययोजना 

देखील बहुआयामी व समग्र असण े आवश्यक आह.े 

शाश्वत कृषी श्चवकास, शेतकऱ्यािंचे सिमीकरण आश्चण 

ग्रामीण समाजाचे श्चस्थरीकरण  या दषृ्टीन ेखालील उ ाय 

महत्त्व  णट ठरतात. 

 १( शाश्वत कृषी  र्द्तींचा अवलिंब: रासायश्चनक 

शेतीवर अवलिंश्चबत्व कमी करून सेंकरय शेती, नैसर्गटक 

शेती आश्चण  याटवरण  रक तिंत्रािंचा अवलिंब करणे 

आवश्यक आह.े मातीची सु ीकता रटकवणे,  ाण्याचा 

योग्य वा र आश्चण जैवश्चवश्चवधतेचे सिंरिण यावर भर 

कदल्यास दीघटकालीन कृषी स्थैयट साधता येऊ शकत.े 

यामुळे उत् ादन खचट कमी होऊन  याटवरणीय सिंतुलन 

राखल ेजाते. 

२( शतेकऱ्यािंच े आर्थटक सिमीकरण: शेतकऱ्यािंना 

केवळ कजाटवर अवलिंब न न ठेवता त्यािंना आर्थटकदषृ्ट्या 

सिम करण े आवश्यक आह.े स क्ष्म श्चवत्त ुरवठा, कमी 

व्याजदर कजट सुश्चवधा,  ीक श्चवमा योजना आश्चण थेट 

बाजार ेठ प्रवेश यािंसारख्या उ ायािंमुळे शेतकऱ्यािंची 

आर्थटक असुरश्चितता कमी होऊ शकते. यामुळे 

कजटबाजारी णाच्या समस्येवर श्चनयिंत्रण श्चमळ  शकत.े 

 ३( कृषी बाजार ठेेतील सधुारणा: शेती 

उत् ादनाला योग्य आश्चण श्चस्थर भाव श्चमळावा यासाठी 

 ारदशटक बाजारव्यवस्था श्चनमाटण करण े गरजेचे आह.े 

मध्यस्थािंची भ श्चमका कमी करून शेतकऱ्यािंना थेट ग्राहक 

ककिं वा बाजाराशी जोडणाऱ्या श्चडश्चजटल प्लॅटफॉमटचा 
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श्चवस्तार करण ेआवश्यक आह.े यामुळे शेतकऱ्यािंचे उत् न्न 

वाढ न बाजारातील शोषण कमी होऊ शकत.े 

 ४( कृषी श्चशिण व तािंश्चत्रक प्रश्चशिण:  आधुश्चनक 

कृषी तिंत्रज्ञानाचा योग्य वा र करण्यासाठी शेतकऱ्यािंना 

श्चनयश्चमत प्रश्चशिण देण े आवश्यक आह.े कृषी श्चवस्तार 

सेवा, श्चडश्चजटल कृषी श्चशिण आश्चण स्थाश्चनक 

 ातळीवरील प्रश्चशिण कें रे यािंमुळे शेतकऱ्यािंची िमता 

वाढ  शकते. तािंश्चत्रक ज्ञानामुळे उत् ादन कायटिमता 

सुधारत ेआश्चण जोखीम कमी होते. 

५( ग्रामीण रोजगार श्चनर्मटती व श्चवश्चवधीकरण: 

शेतीवर अवलिंश्चबत्व कमी करण्यासाठी ग्रामीण भागात 

कृषी  रक उद्योग, दगु्धव्यवसाय, मत्स्यव्यवसाय आश्चण 

लघुउद्योगािंचा श्चवकास करण े आवश्यक आह.े यामुळे 

ग्रामीण युवकािंना स्थाश्चनक  ातळीवर रोजगाराच्या सिंधी 

उ लब्ध होतील आश्चण स्थलािंतराची प्रवृत्ती कमी होईल. 

 ६( हवामान बदल व  याटवरण व्यवस्था न: 

हवामान बदलाचा शेतीवर होणारा  ररणाम कमी 

करण्यासाठी जलसिंधारण,  ावसाचे  ाणी साठवण, 

स क्ष्म पसिंचन प्रणाली आश्चण हवामान-प्रश्चतरोधक श्च के 

यािंचा अवलिंब करण े आवश्यक आह.े  याटवरण  रक 

धोरणािंमुळे शेती अश्चधक शाश्वत आश्चण सुरश्चित बन  

शकते. 

वरील उ ाययोजना केवळ तात्काश्चलक समस्यािंचे 

श्चनराकरण करत नाहीत, तर त्या ग्रामीण समाजाच्या 

दीघटकालीन स्थैयाटसाठी मागटदशटक ठरतात. त्यामुळे 

बदलत्या कृषी व्यवस्थेतील सामाश्चजक समस्यािंचा 

सामना करण्यासाठी शासन, शेतकरी आश्चण समाज या 

सवट घटकािंचा समश्चन्वत सहभाग अत्यावश्यक आह.े 

श्चनष्कषट: प्रस्तुत सिंशोधन लेखामध्य े “अन्नदाता त े

सिंकटग्रस्त : बदलत्या शेती व्यवस्थेतील सामाश्चजक 

समस्यािंचा अभ्यास” या श्चवषयाच्या अनषुिंगान ेआधुश्चनक 

कृषी व्यवस्थेतील बदलािंचा ग्रामीण समाजावर होणारा 

प्रभाव सैर्द्ािंश्चतक व श्चवश्लेषणात्मक दशृ्चष्टकोनात न 

अभ्यासण्यात आला आह.े शेतीतील तािंश्चत्रक 

आधुश्चनकीकरण, बाजार ेठेचे वाढते वचटस्व आश्चण 

जागश्चतकीकरणामुळे श्चनमाटण झालेल्या नव्या सामाश्चजक 

वास्तवाचा शेतकऱ्यािंच्या जीवनावर गिंभीर  ररणाम 

होत असल्याचे या अभ्यासात न स् ष्ट होते. या 

अभ्यासाच्या आधारे  ुढील श्चनष्कषट मािंडता येतात; 

१( आधुश्चनक कृषी व्यवस्थेमळेु शेतीचे स्वरू  

 ारिं ररक उ जीश्चवकाधाररत  र्द्तीत न व्यावसाश्चयक 

आश्चण स् धाटत्मक व्यवस्थेकडे वळले अस न 

शेतकऱ्यािंवरील जोखीम वाढली आह.े 

२(  बाजार ेठेवरील अवलिंश्चबत्व आश्चण ककिं मत 

अश्चस्थरता यािंमुळे शेतकऱ्यािंचे आर्थटक स्थैयट कमी झाले 

अस न कजटश्चनभटरता वाढताना कदसते. 

३( कृषी िेत्रातील बदलािंचा  ररणाम ग्रामीण 

समाजरचनेवर होत अस न स्थलािंतर, कुटुिंबव्यवस्थेतील 

बदल आश्चण सामाश्चजक सिंबिंधािंचे रू ािंतर घड न येत आह.े 

४( शेतीतील अश्चनश्चितता, हवामान बदल आश्चण 

आर्थटक तणाव यािंमुळे शेतकऱ्यािंमध्य े मानश्चसक 

असुरश्चितता आश्चण तणाव वाढत आह.े 

५( बदलत्या कृषी व्यवस्थेमुळे ग्रामीण समाजात 

सामाश्चजक श्चवषमता अश्चधक स् ष्ट होत अस न लहान व 

सीमािंत शेतकऱ्यािंचे प्रश्न अश्चधक तीव्र झाले आहते. 
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